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INTRODUCTORY LETTER.

SIR ,

IT is ſome months ſince I read your Book
entitled “ The

age of reaſon , part ſecond,,

being an inveſtigation of true and fabulous

Theology ” : and do not ſcruple to pro

nounce it one of the moſt violent and fyfti

matick attacks on the word of God, that

ever was made ; not on account of the no

velty of the objections contained therein ;

for in truth, there is no novelty in them ;

but from the acrimony and abuſe ; the illibe

ral ſatyr, pretended ridicule, and imperti

nent witticiſm , ſo liberally ſcattered through

out the performance ; and which , coming

from the pen of a man, that has acted ſo dif

tinguiſhed a part on the theatre of the po

litical world ; and whoſe writings have been

· B read
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read with avidity in almoſt all parts of Eu

rope ; may perhaps , be of fatalconſequence

to the faith of many ; I therefore, was deter

inined to endeavour to apply an antidote ta

the vencm of your poiſon of infidelity ; (as

far as my poor abilities would allow) but

being then engaged in tranſlating the Pray ,

ers of our nation , from Hebrew into Eng

Jiſh ; and arranging the Copy for the ſecond

Volume of my Diſſertations on the Prophe.

cies of the Old Teſtament ; I was obliged

to poſtpone it till the preſent: at the ſame

time, hoping, that ſome one far more capa

ble, would have undertaken the laudable

talk ; and thus have rendered my interfe .

rence unneceſſary. But, although ſeveral

anſwers have been written , by men of great

abilities ; yet, I humbly preſume to think,

that there is ſtill much to be ſaid on the ſub

ject : eſpecially, as you ſeem to treat Chriſti

an prieſts and preachers with ſuch contempt,

that it is to be ſuppoſed you pay but little at

tention to their arguments ; as you think*,

$ 5 that they only waſte their time, and

ز

# P. 2d. p. lg

heat
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heat themſelves in fractious diſputes about

doctrinal points drawn from the Bible.” You

are alſo pleaſed, in a ſelf conceited important

tone, to tell them that, their anſwers to the

firſt part of your age of reaſon , is as “ cob

webs bruſhed away by accident.” It there .

fore is to be hoped that, theſe letters, written

by one, that is neither a Chriſtian prieſt, nor

a preacher ; and who conſequently has no

intereſt in preaching up tithes, as he is bur

a poor fimple Levite, without any living

in the Jewiſh Church ; may find grace
in

your fight, and not be conſidered as “ cob

webs bruſhed away by accident ; ” and thus

obtain a favourable reception ; not in the

vain hope of making you a proſelyte to reve

lation ; but only to Thew you , that, you are

not poffefſed of a thorough knowledge of the

ſubject ofwhich you treat : it therefore, is

no wonder, that you have blindly followed

Morgan, Tindal , Bolingbroke, Hume, Vol

taire, Spinoza, &c . all of whom , have long

ſince ſtarted one or other of the objections,

that
you have been collecting as it were to a

focus, in order to dazzle the eyes of the ig

norantB ?
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norant and unwary : the fallacy of ſome of

them, I have already expoſed *; and with

God's bleffing, hope to thew the futility of

all the others .

I know not your motive for thus attacking

the word of God ; nor will I be ſo uncha

ritable as to aſcribe it to malevolence ; I

will not queſtion your fincerity, though I

cannot approve of your mode of attack ; it

is not the manner of a ſincere inquirer after

truth ; but of one, who affects to be free

from vulgar prejudice, and of being thought

wiſer than the reſt of mankind : it is this,

that has led many into infidelity. But, whe

ther it is the love of truth, fame, ambition,

or malevolence, that has induced you to take

this ſtep , I will candidly conſider your ar

guments , and reaſon freely with you on the

ſubject, without the leaſt aſperity ; and al

though , I cannot flatter myſelf with the hopes

* See Lingua Sacra , Radix ont where I have

clearly ſhown the falfity of the charge brought by Voltaire,

Tindal , and Morgan , againſt the law of God ; viz , that the

Jews were therein commanded to ſacrifice human'creatures.

See alſo my Differtations on the prophecies, Vol. II . p. 314.

concerning the Jew's being cannibals, and man - eaters.

of
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ofconvincing you of the truth of Revelation ;

yet, if I ſhould be ſo happy, as to ſave but

one foul from imbibing the poiſon of your

pernicious tenets, I ſhall think my
labour

well rewarded .

I am, Sir,

Your moſt Obedient,

Humble Servant,

D. LEVI.

Mile EndNew Town.

Auguſt 30. 1796.

LETTER



L E T T E R I.

SIR ,

1

1

IT is notmy intention in theſe Letters to fol
low you ſtep by ſtep through all your turn

ings and windings, as that would anſwer no other

end, but to bewilder the Reader, as feems to

have been your intention : it will be ſufficient for

our purpoſe, if we can prove the abſurdity and

falſity of your poſition, in the plaineſt man

ner pollible : 1 ſhall therefore, conſider your ob .

jections againſt the Old Teſtament, in the fol

lowing order : Firſt, as to Moſes being the Au

thor of the books aſcribed to him . Second, as

to the doctrines contained in thoſe Books . Af

ter which, I ſhall proceed to conſider your ob

jections
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jections to the Prophets, the prophetical Books,

as alſo the others contained in the Old Teita

ment.

You obſerve (p. 5.) “ My intention is to

ſhew that thoſe books (the five books of Moſes)

are ſpurious, and that Moſes is not the author

of them ; and ſtill further, that they were not

written in the time of Moſes, nor till fev: al

hundred
years afterwards," &c. The proofs you

adduce, are, firſt, that * “ the whole of theſe

books is in the third perſon ; it is always, the

Lord ſaid unto Moſes, or Moſesſaid unto the Lord,

&c . and this” you obſerve " is the ſtyle and

manner that hiſtorians uſe, in ſpeaking of the

perſons whoſe lives and actions they are writing.”

Thus you argue, to prove that Mofes did not

write the Pentateuch : though, as if ſenſible of

the weakneſs of your argument, you ſeem to

abandon it immediately after, by allowing that,

according to grammatical right, a man may

ſpeak of himſelf in that manner t. But, if you

had the leaſt knowledge of the language in

which Moſes wrote, its genius, idiom, and phra.

ſeology, ſo different from all others, you would

• Page 6

# This we know without your conceſſion : for Ca

far, Xenophen, and Joſephus writing of themſelves, wrote in

the third perſon

certainly
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certainly not have trifled thus with your readers :

for allowing your objection all its force, it does

not prove that, Moſes was not the author of the

Pentateuch ; nay, it in ſome meaſure proves that

he was the author : this will be clearly perceiv

ed, when we conſider the different parts of the

Pentateuch ; and arrange them under their pro

per heads, viz, Hiſtorical, and Preceptical. Now ,

as ſome parts are purely Hiſtorical, it was pro

per that he ſhould write in the ſtyle, that Hiſto

rians generally write in. For in the name of

goodneſs let me aſk , in what other ſtyle ought

Moſes to have written when he wrote the Hiſto ,

rical
part of the Pentateuch ? The whole Book

of Geneſis is Hiſtorical, and the facts related

therein, are prior to the birth of Moſes : he muſt

therefore have received an account of them ; and

this account, he received from God : he there

fore, very properly wrote as one that is dictated

to by another. And this , he expreſsly informs

us of himſelf, Numb. xxxii, 2 .

wrote their goings out according to their journiesz

according to the word * of the Lord.”

Hence the propriety of Moſes writing in the

third perſon , as an Hiſtorian, is manifeſt; and,

" And Moſes

Heb. Mouth

which,
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which, if duly conſidered, will preſently new

the futility of your reaſoning on the ſubject ; for

as Mofes wrote what God dictated to him, your

objection to the hiſtorical and chronoligical evi

dence, inſtantly falls to the ground : for as God

is Omniſcient ; with him there can be no futuri .

ty ; he could therefore, as eaſily inſtruct Moſes

to write what was to happen in five or fix hun.

dred years, as he was able to acquaint him with

what happened at the creation , or on the very

day that Moſes wrote. Hence alſo , it is mani

feſt that; your objection againſt the expreffion of

Mofes, (Gen. chap. xiv . ver. 14.) of Abraham's

purſuing the enemy to Dan ; “ that there was ro

ſuch place as Dan till many years after the death

ofMoſes ; and conſequently that Mofes could

not be the writer of the book of Geneſis, where

this account of purſuing them unto Dan is giv

en * . " is of no force to invalidate the hiſtorical

and chronological evidence of the books afcribed

to Mofes, as the author of them ; becauſe, he

did not pretend to write thoſe things of his own

knowledge, but only as they were dictated to

him by the Almighty , to whom all events are

known .

* po 10misi

AS
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As the ſame argument equally applies to what

you advance concerning the kings of Edom that

reigned before any king reigned in Iſrael : of the

manna which the children of Iſrael eat till they

came to the borders of Canaan ; and concerning

the bed of Og, &c. it would be only waſting of

time to ſhew the fallacy of them ; as it muſt be

viſible to the meaneft capacity. I ſhall however,

take notice ofwhat you advance concerning the

flimſy pretence of prophecy, as you are pleaſed

to call it.

You ſay *, " The two inſtances I have alrea

dy given would be ſufficient, without any addi

tional evidence, to invalidate the authenticity of

any book that pretended to be four or five hun

dred years more ancient than the matters it ſpeaks

of, or refers to, as facts ; for in the caſe of pur

ſuing them unto Dan , and ofthe kings that reigned

over the children of Iſrael, not even the Aimfy

pretence of prophecy can be pleaded. The ex

preſſions are in the preter tenſe, and it would be

downright idiotiſm to ſay that a man could pro

pheſy in the preter tenſe.” Here Sir, we have a

ſpecimen of your profound criticiſm , and the

great knowledge you have of prophetic writing:

p . 16 .

What,
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What ! attempt to criticiſe on the Bible, and not

know that prophecies are ſometimes delivered in

the
preter tenſe ! Do you not know, (and if you

do not, it is civility to inform you ) that the deli

very of prophecy in the preter tenſe is often

made uſe of; and which is to ſhew the truth of

it ' ; as if it were already come to paſs ? This is

well known to all thoſe that are in the leaſt ac

quainted with the prophetic writings : numerous

inſtances of which might be adduced , if it was

neceffarv.

It muſt alſo be conſidered that Moſes was not

propheſying then ; but writing of hiſtory, under

the guidance of the Supreme Being ; he therefore

related things as if they were actually come to

paſs, being directed by God ſo to do : and which

accounts for all your objections to the hiſtorical

and chronoligical evidence of the books aſcribed

to Moſes.

That Mofes wrote thoſe books by divine in

ſpiration, is manifeſt from the exact accompliſh .

ment of every event foretold by him. Ofthis, I

ſhall produce ſuch clear and unequivocal proofs,

as to ſtrike the Deift and infidel dumb.

That which I ſhall principally inſiſt upon,
is

the dreadful denunciations of Moſes relating to

qur diſperſion, wherein he tells us, ( Levit. xxvi .

C2 33 .
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33. and Deut. xxviii . 64. ) that we ſhall be fcat

tered over the face of the whole earth, among all

nations : but what is moſt wonderful, he tells us,

that we ſhall nevertheleſs remain a SEPARATE

people, capable of being gathered together in the

latter days This he aſſures us of in the following

words. “ And yet for all that, when they be in

the land of their enemies, I will not caſt them a

way, neither will Iabhor them , to deſtroy them ut

terly, and to break my covenant with them : for I

am the Lord their God * This Sir, is corrobo .

rated by the other Prophets, ( whom you have

alſo been pleaſed to treat with ſuch contempt )

for Jeremiah obſerves (chap . xxx, 11. ) “ For

I am with thec, ſaith the LORD, to ſave thee :

though I make a full end of all the nations whie

ther I have diſperfed thee, yet will I not make a

full end of thce, but I will correctf thee in mea .

ſure ; and will not altogether conſume thee . ”?

And Amos (chap. ix. 8.) ſays, “Behold, the cyes

ofthe LORD God are upon the ſinful kingdom ;

and I will deſtroy it from off the face of the

earth ; yet will I not utterly deſtroy the houſe of

Jacob, ſaith the LORD: For, lo, I will com ,

Levit. xxvi. 44.

* See alſo chap. xlvi. 28 .

mand,
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mand, and I will fift the houſe of Iſrael aniong all

the nations ; as (one that) ſifteth (corn) with a

fieve : and a grain ſhall not fall upon the ground . ”

That is, the collective body of the nation ſhall

not be deſtroyed ; as I ſhall ſhew at large in chę

explanation of that prophecy, in my Differtati

ons on the prophecies of the Old Teſtament: the

ſecond Volume ofwhich, is juſt publiſhed.

Hence it is manifeft, that although Moſes and

the other Prophets, aſſure us that, the nation

ſhould be ſcattered among all nations, and ſorely

afflicteds yet ſhould they not be utterly deſtroy

cd, as was the caſe of other nations, as we ſee it

fully veritied at this day. And now, Sir, give

me leave to aſk you, how it was poſſible for Mo

ſes, without being divinely inſpired, to foreſee

that, the dreadful puniſhments which he had de

nounced againſt them , ſhould be ſo fully accom,

pliſhed, as they are allowed on all hands to be ;

becauſe , a number of accidents might have ari

fen , to prevent their completion, which no hu

man foreſight could have foreſeen ? As for in

ſtance, the greateſt part of our ſufferings have

ariſen from the perſecutions which we have fuf

fered from Chriftians, on account of the differ

ence of religion , and the charge brought againſt

us, of crucifying the lord of life, and faviour of

the
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the world . Now, if this had not taken place, it

is moſt probable that, we ſhould not have ſuffer

ed ſuch cruel and dreadful perſecutions, &c.

as we have experienced for ſo many hundred

years.

Again, how could he foreſee, but that the na

fion , after its being driven out of its own coun

try, ſcattered in all parts, and ſuffering ſuch mi

ſery, might not thereby be induced entirely to

abandon Judaiſm ; and ſo fall in with the religion

of the different countries, where they were dif

perſed : and thus become incorporated with

them , and entirely ſwallowed up among them ;

as has been the caſe of the greateſt monarchies.

Indeed, nothing could, or would be more proba

ble : for as to what ſome Deiſts ( who when dri

ven from one entrenchment, retire into another,

and from that into a third ; and all along behave

like an adverſary who fights, not with the hopes

of ſucceſs, but for che vain glory ofnot yielding

till he can hold out no longer) pretend, that the

law he gave them, which contained the prohibi

tion of meats, intermarriages with other nations,

&c . is the ſole caụſe of it, is puerile, and carries

its own confutation with it . Becauſe, as I have

obferved, how was he ſure, that as well as they

fell into idolatry, and other enormous crimes,,

they
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they would not violate theſe prohibitory precepts,

whoſe tranſgreſſion was ſo much leſs heinous ;

and thus be mingled among the nations : for

ſurely, nothing elſe could in all human probabi

lity be expected ; conſidering what they have

ſuffered during this long and dreadful captivity ;

for I am free to affert, no nation ever fuffered the

like, during a ſpace of alınoſt eighteen hundred

years. But Moſes, contrary to all human fore

light, informs us, that notwithſtanding the ſevere,

and almoſt unparalleled chaſtiſements that they

ſhould experience, yet, ſhould they ſtill be pre

ſerved a diſtinct nation. How exactly all this

hath been fulfilled to this very day, need not be

infifted upon ; as it is viſible to every eye, and

manifeſt to the meaneſt capacity ; although a

period of upwards of three thouſand years hath

elapſed ſince the delivery of this prophecy . I

therefore would fain aſk you, or any other Deiſt,

Whether it was poſſible that Mofes, or any other

perſon could foreſee ſuch a wonderful event, by

any human means whatever; or how you, or they,,

can account for it, on any other ſcheme, than

that of divine preſcience ?

Ifwe enter into particulars, we ſhall find that,

all the puniſhments which he denounced againſt

them , have been ſo exactly fulfilled in every par

ticular,
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ticular, that it is no wonder, if infidels were to

have recourſe to the old hackneyed objections,

viz. that the facts were prior to the predictiohs,

and that the prophecies were written after the

Hiſtories. If therefore, the accompliſhment of

the preceding prophecy, which may properly be

called, a ſtanding miracle, even to this very day,

the like of which hath never been ſeen or heard

of in the world , ſhould not be able to convince

you , or other unbelievers, how can we expect

that, any other argument ſhould , how ſtrong fo :

ever ? But, asI would not by any means, omit

adducing any argument that may ferve to illuf.

trate the ſubject, or tend to carry conviction home

to the doubting and wavering mind ; I ſhall juſt

take a brief view of the accompliſhment of ſome

of the moſt remarkable oftheſe denunciations,

He tells them , that numbers of them ſhall be

deſtroyed. “ And ye ſhall be left few * in num-.

ber," &c. This, not to mention the other Naugh

ters and maſſacres which they have ſuffered , was

fully verified in the laſt fiege of Jeruſalem , when

inveſted by Titus ; when, as Joſephus ſays t, an

infinite multitude periſhed by famine : for he

• Deut. xxviii . 62.

+ Bell . Juda. Lib . VI. Cap. 3. Sect. 3 .

computes
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computes that , during the whole ſiege, the num

ber of thoſe that were deſtroyed by that and the

ſword , amounted to eleven hundred thouſand , as

the people were aſſembled from all parts to ce

lebrate the paſſover : and Baſnage, gives us an

account ofone million , three hundred and thirty

nine thouſand , fix hundred and ninety perſons,

that were deſtroyed in Jeruſalem , and other parts

of Judea, excluſive of ninety-nine thouſand two

hundred, taken priſoners, as he has collected from

the accounts of Joſephus *. Indeed, there is not

a nation upon earth, that hath ſuffered ſuch a

number ofmaſſacres and perſecutions : their hiſ

tory abounds with little elſe : and if God had

not promiſed them his particular protection , the

whole race, would long ere this have been extir

pated : for as Baſnage obſerves t, “ Here is alſo

another circumſtance, that heightens this prodi

gy. This forlorn and perſecuted nation can ſcarce

find one place in the univerſe to reſt their heads,

or to ſet their feet in. They have waded through

Aoods of their own blood, and are as yet preſer

ved. That infinite number of Jews, which we

• Hiſtory of the Jews, Book I. Chap. viii . Sect.

19. p . 8. Note.

# Ibid . chap. i . page 2 .

D ſhall
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ſhall ſee hereafter murdered through a cruel and

barbarous zeal, weakened , but did not deitroy

that nation. For notwithſtanding the joint per

ſecutions ofChriſtians and Idolators , who deſign .

ed their ruin, they are ſtill in being "

He alſo told them , “ And ye ſhall be plucked

from off the land whither thou goeft to poflefs

it * .” This is moſt fingular, and really worthy

ofobſervation , that even before they had entered

the land to take poſſeſſion of it, he aſſures them,

that if they diſobeyed the Lord's command

ments, they ſhould be plucked off from it. Now ,

I defy you , or any one elſe, to produce an inſtance

of a Legiſlator ever ftaking his reputation thus :

and the exact manner it hath been fulfilled , is

clear from their hiſtory ; for they were indeed

plucked off from their own land, when the ten

tribes were carried away captive by the king of

Affyria; and ofwhom we know nothing certain

to this hour ; and when theother two tribes were

carried captive to Babylon : but more eſpecially ,

when their city and temple were deſtroyed, and

the nation carried captive by the Romans.

From that time to this, their country hath been

in the poffeffion of foreign lords and maſters, few

. Deut. xxviii. 63 .

Jews
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Jews living in it ; and thoſe of a low and poor

condition . A celebrated Jew of the twelfth cen .

tury * , who travelled into all parts to viſit his

brethren, and inform himself of the exact ſtate of

their affairs, acquaints us that Jeruſalem was al

moſt entirely abandoned by the Jews ; for he did

not find there, above two hundied perſonst, who

were moſtly dyers ofwool ; the monoply of which

trade, they purchaſed every year. They all liv

ed together under David's tower, and made very

little figure. In other parts , he found one or two

in a city , in another twenty, in others more ; and

in many. none at all . An accurate and faithful

Engliſh travellerf, who had been in the holy land

ſays, that, “ It is for the moſt part, now inherited

by Moorsand Arabians ; thoſe poſſelling the val

leys, and theſe the mountains. Turks there be

few : but many Greeks with other Chriſtians of

all ſects and nations, ſuch as impute to the place

an adherent holineſs. Here be alſo ſome Jews,

yet inherit they no part of the land , but in their

own country do live as aliens."

He alſo informs them , that they ſhould be

* Benjamin of Tudela in Spain.

+ Benjamin Itiner. page 41 .

Sandy's 'Travels, Book III. page 114.

D2 ſcat
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ſcattered among all nations ; “ And thou ſhalt be

removed into all the kingdoms of the earth * ."

Again, “ And the Lord ſhall ſcatter thee among

all the people t , from one end of the earth even

unto the other .” This indeed, hath been molt

amply fulfilled ſince the great diſperſion of the

Jews by the Romans. For what people have

been ſcattered ſo far and wide as they ? and where

is the nation that is a ſtranger to them, or to

which they are ſtrangers ? They ſwarm in many

parts of the eaſt, are ſpread through moſt of the

countries of Europe and Africa, are pretty nu

merous in the Weſt Indies, and there are ſeveral

families of them in America. They circulate ,

as a Chriſtian author ſays, ( Biſhop Newton)

through all parts where trade and money circu

late ; and are as I may ſay, the brokers of the

whole world.

But though they were to be thus diſperſed ;

yet he aſſured them that, they ſhould not be to

tally deſtroyed, ( as already mentioned) “ And

yet for all that, when they be in the land of their

enemies," & c $ . On this, an author of great

. Deut. xxviii , 25.

+ Heb. Peoples .

Ibid. 64.

§ Levit. xxvi . 44

note*,
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note*, obſerves, “ And what a marvellous thing

is it, that after ſo many wars, battles, and ſieges ;

after ſo many fires, famines, and peſtilences; af.

ter ſo many rebellions, maſſacres, and perſecuti

ons ; after ſo many years of captivity, Navery,

and miſery , they are not deſtroyed utterly, and

though ſcattered among all people, yet ſubſiſt as

a diſtinct people by themſelves : where is there

any thing comparable to this to be found in all

the hiſtories, and in all the nations under the

ſun ?”

But though they ſhould not be utterly deſtroy

ed, yet ſhould they ſuffer much, and not have

reſt long in any place. “ And among theſe na

tions ſhalt thou find no eafe, neither ſhall the fole

of thy foot have reftt.” This hath indeed been

fully verified, for they have been ſo far from find

ing reft, that they have been baniſhed from place

to place, from country to country.

places, they have been baniſhed , and recalled ,

and baniſhed again . I ſhall juſt take notice of

fome of their great baniſhments in modern times,

from countries well known. About the latter end

In many

• Baſnage.

+ Deut . xxviii. 65 ,

of
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of the thirteenth * century , they were baniſhed

from England by Edward I. † and were not per

mitted to return and ſettle there again, till Crom

well's time, or rather under Charles the ſecond .

In the latter end of the fifteenth century, as Ma

riana obſerves , they were baniſhed from Spain,

by Ferdinand and Iſabella : and according to his

account, there were ſeventy thouſand families, or

eight hundred thouſand perſons, that left Spain

upon the execution of this edict. Some greckon

an hundred and twenty thouſand families. They

were indeed received in Portugal by Johň II. but

he made them pay a dear price for a refuge ; and

a few years after, they were baniſhed by his fuc

ceflor Emanuel ; who violated his faith with

them , By depriving them of their liberty to

carry away their children under fourteen
years

of

age, which reduced them to that deſpair, that

fome of them killed themſelves, and others fa

crificing nature to their religion, turned execu

tioners to their own bowels ll. ” This leads us

• Bavage, Book VII , Chap. xix. Sect. 20 , &c .

* Some ſay it was Henry III .

Barnage, Book VII . Chap. xxi .

§ Abarbanal. Cordoſo las Excellencias . &c.

Biro, Book VII. Chap. xxi . Sect. 25 .

fo
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to what Moſes ſays, concerning their children ,

Thy fons and thy daughters ſhall be given un

to another people, and thine eyes ſhall look , and

fail with longing for them all the day long : and

there mail be no might in thine hand * .” How

exactly hath all this been fulfilled in ſeveral coun

tries; but eſpecially in Spain and Portugal , where

they formerly were ſo numerous ; and where

their children were taken from them by order

of the government, to be educated in the Popiſh

religion ; as mentioned in the firſt prophecy of

Mofes, in my Diſſertations on the prophecies,

Vol. 1. page 32. And Baſnage † obſerves, that

the fourth council ofToledo, ordered that all their

children ſhould be forced from them, for fear

they ſhould partake of their errors ; and that

they ſhould be ſhut up in monaſtries, to be in

ſtructed in the Chriſtian truths. He adds, “ We

ſhall fee in the ſequel the lamentable effects of

thefe rapes.” And it has been ſhewn under the

preceding head, that when they were baniſhed

from Portugal, all their children under fourteen

years
of

age, were taken from them , and bap .

• Deut . xxviii. 32 ,

+ Hifto of the Jews , Book VII. Chap, xiii . Sect. 14 ,

tized.
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tized . A practice not at all juſtifiable adds the

Hiſtorian *

He alſo tells them, that they ſhall be oppreff

ed and ſpoiled continually . “ And thou ſhaltbe

only oppreſſed, and ſpoiled evermore , and no

man ſhall ſave theet,” &c. Now it is well known

what frequent ſeizures have been made of their

effects, in almoſt all countries, either to ſupply

the neceſſities of the ſtate, or the luxury of the

prince : How often have they been fined and

fleeced by almoſt all governments ? How often

have they been forced to redeem their lives by

fums extorted from them ? The inſtances are in

numerable. I ſhall juſt mention what an Eng

liſh hiſtorian I ſays, that Henry III . “ Always

polled the Jews at every low ebb of his fortunes.

One Abraham, who was found delinquent, was

forced to pay ſeven hundred marks for his re .

demption. Aaron, another. Jew, proteſted that

the king had taken from him at times, thirty

thouſand marks of ſilver, beſides two hundred

marks of gold, which he had preſented to the

queen . ”

* Mariana, Book XXVI. Chap. vi .

+ Deut. xxviii , 29 .

Kennet. Vol. I. page 179.

And



OLD TESTAMENT.
25

And in the year 1240, when the king attempted

to fleece them to theutmoſt, a moſt reſpectable

author obſerves * , that he “ commanded all the

Jews ofboth ſexes throughout England, to be im

priſoned, till they would make a diſcovery of

their wealth : which he appointed officers to re

ceive in every county, and return to his Exche

quer. Many of them, no doubt, pleaded pover

ty , or pretended to have given up all : but as the

Tyrant was in earneſt to have their laſt farthing,

he extorted it by the moſt cruel torments.”

Stow ſays, that the generality of them had one

eye put out, And Matthew Parist tells us, that

from one particular Jew at Briſtol, the king de

manded no leſs than ten thouſand marks ofſilver ,

( a prodigious fum in thoſe days ! ) which being

reſolutely denied him , he commanded one of his

great teeth to be pulled out daily, till he conſent

ed. The poor man had the courage to hold out

ſeven operations, but then, finking under the pain,

ranſoned the remainder of his teeth, at the price

demanded . And when they were baniſhed in the

reign of Edward I. their eſtates, &c. were con

fiſcated , which brought immenſe ſums to the

* See Anglia Judaica. p . 70 .

* Matth . Paris, and Stow, anro 1210.

E Crown,
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crown . Thus have they been ſerved , almoſt eve

ry where ; a plain demonſtration of the full ac :

compliſhment of this prediction.

In verſe 34. he ſays, “ Thou ſhalt be mad, for

the ſight of thine eyes which thou ſhalt fee .” And

have we not ſeen into what madneſs and deſpera

tion they have been driven by the oppreſſions ,

extortions, and cruel uſage they have experien

ced ? Have they not in mere fury and deſperation

deſtroyed themſelves, their wives and children ?

Joſephus * nientions, that after the deſtruction of

Jeruſalenı by Titus, ſome of the Jews took re

fuge in the caſtle of Naſada, where being cloſely

beſieged by the Romans; they, by the perſuaſion

oftheir leader Eleazer, firſt murdered their wives

and children ; after which, they choſe ten men by .

lot to ſay the reſt ; when this was done, they

chofe one of the ten to kill the other nine in like

manner ; which having performed , he ſet fire to

the place , and then ſtabbed himſelf. There were

nine hundred and ſixty, who periſhed in this mi

ferable manner. Inſtances of the like behaviour

hath often occurred ſince ; I ſhall only take no.

cice of one mentioned in Engliſh hiſtory. When

Joſeph . D: Bell . Jud. Lib. VII . Cap viii . et ix .

1
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in the reign of Richard I. the people roſe in

arms to make a general maſſacre of them , fifteen

hundred of them retired into York caſtle *, where

being cloſely beſieged, they offered to capitulate,

and to ranſom their lives with money. The offer

being refuſed , one of them cried in deſpair, That

it was better to die courageouſly for the Law, than

to fall into the hands ofthe Chriſtians. Every one

immediately took his knife, and ſtabbed his wife

and children. The men afterwards retired into

the king's palace, and ſet it on fire, in which they

conſumed themſelves, with the palace and furni

fure.

He tells them , that in this dreadful captivity,

they ſhall ſerve other gods . " And thou ſhale

ferve other gods, wood and ſtone t.” Again,

" And there thou ſhalt ſerve other gods, which

neither thou nor thy fathers have known I." &c.

This hath been exactly fulfilled during this woful

çaptivity, when the Jews in Spain, Portugal, and

* Baſnage, Book VII, Chap. x. Sect. 20. p. 638 :

who for his authority quotes Matth. Paris, p. 111 , and

Polyd. Virgil. L. 14. p. 248. See alſo Anglia Judaica,

p.25.

+ Deut. xxviii. 36 .

Ibid. 64.

E 2 other
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other countries, were obliged to comply with the

idolatrous worfhip of the Church of Rome, &c.

and to bow down to ſtocks and ſtones, rather

than have their effects ſeized and confiſcated , or

their perſons murdered by the inquiſition, & c .

which has cauſed ſuch a number to apoftatize*,

&c.

In verſe 37th, he tells them, “And thou ſhalt

become an aſtoniſhment, a proverb, and a by

word, among all nations whither the Lord fall

lead thee.” Hath not this been fulfilled , and as

we may fay, is fulfilling every day ? Is not the

pretended avarice, uſury, and heart hartedneſs of

a Jew become proverbial ? Is it not ſaid, that

their very countenances commonly diſtinguiſh

them from the reſt of mankind ? And has not a

great maſter of nature, drawn the portrait of a

few, in a moſt deteſtable character, in his Jew

of Venice ? Do not Heathens, Chriſtians, and

Mahometans, however they may differ in other

points, yet agree in abuſing, vilifying and perſe,

cuting the Jews ? And has not a Chriſtian wri.

tert of our own time, vilified them in a moſt un

* See Levi's Diſſertations on the Prophecies, Vol.

Int. p. 18 , Note 2d .

The Right Honourable Edmund Burke.

warrantable



OLD TESTAMENT.
29

warrantable manner ; although it is well known

that, there is not a people on earth, more friend

ly and favourable to a monarchical government,

or more obedient to their rulers than they are ?

Yet, are they created in all reſpects, as if they

were of another ſpecies.

He alſo tells them , that, “ The LORD will

make thy plagues wonderful, and the plagues of

thy ſeed , even great plagues, and of long continue

ance* ,” &c . And have not their calamițies been

oflong continuance ? Have they not continued

upwards ofſeventeen hundred years ? Their for

mer captivities were very ſhort in compariſon of

this : beſides the time of their redemption was

well known and aſcertained : and during the Ba

byloniſh captivity, they had Prophecs † among

them , who exhorted and comforted them ; bue

during this long and dreadful captivity, there is

not one true Prophet among them, to inform

them of the end of their calamities ; as the Píalm

iſt ſays, « We fee not our ſigns, ( there is ) no

more any Prophet, neither ( is there ) among us

any that knoweth how long I.” In their former

* Deut, xxviii . 59 .

* Ezekiah and Daniel.

1 Pfalm . lxxiv. 9 ,

cap
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captivities, they had the confolation of being to

gether in one place : in Egypt, they dwelt toge

ther in the land of Goſhen ; and they were all

carried together to Babylon ; but at preſent they

are ſcattered all over the face of the earth . What

nation hath ever ſuffered ſo much, and yet con

tinued ſo long ? What nation hath ſubſiſted as a

diſtint people even in their own country, ſo long

as theſe have done, though diſperſed in all coun

tries, without having any place they can call their

own ? And what a ſtanding miracle is this, thus

exhibited to the view and obſervation of the

whole world ?

Laſtly, he tells them, that they ſhall be carri

ed into Egypt again, and expoſed to fale as Naves,

but there would not be any to purchaſe them ,

" And the Lord ſhall bring thee into Egypt aa

gain *, in ſhips, by the way whereof I ſpake unto

thee , thou ſhalt ſee it no more again : and there

ye ſhall be ſold unto your enemies for bond-men

and bond- women, and no man ſhall buy you ."

This, is a ſtriking contraſt to what happened to

them when Mofes brought them out from Egypt ;

for then, they came out in a triumphant manner,

* Verſe 68th .

25

+



OLD TESTAMENT. 30

as mentioned Exod . xiv . 8 . " And the children

of Iſrael went out with an high hand.” But now,

he ſays, they ſhall return thither as ſlaves. This

was fully accompliſhed : for it appears from Jo

ſephus*, that in the reign of the two firft Ptole

mies, a number of Jews were ſlaves in Egypt.

And when Jeruſalem was taken by Titus t, he

fent many of the captives, who were above le

venteen years of age, bound to the works in

Egypt : thoſe under ſeventeen, were ſold ; but

ſo little care was taken of theſe captives, that ele

ven thouſand of them periſhed for want . The

markers were ſo overſtocked with them, that as

Joſepkus ſays elſewhere, they were fuld with their

wives and children at the loweſt price. And

after their laſt overthrow hy Adrian , many thou

ſands of them were ſold ; and thoſe that could

not be fold were tranſported into Egypt, and

periſhed by ſhipwreck , or famine, or were mal

facred by the inhabitants . All which, is a ma

nifeſt proof ofthe accompliſhment ofthis remark

able denunciation, in every particular.

Theſe Sir, are manifeſt proofs of prophecies:

* Jofeph . Ant . Lib . XII . Cap. 1. et 2 .

Bell . Jud. Lib . VI. Cap . viii . Seet: 2. page NS8,

& ic

of
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of prophecies delivered above three thouſand

years ago : and which we nevertheleſs plainly ſee

fulfilling in the world at this very time : and what

ſtronger proofs can we have, or deſire, of the Di

vine Legation of Moſes ? For what Legiſlator

durſt ever attempt to ſtake his credit thus, by dea

nouncing ſuch ſevere denunciations againſt a na

tion for diſobedience of religious ceremonies on

ly : for as to what Deifts aſſert, that any wiſe and

intelligent lawgiver might eaſily foreſee that, the

obſervance of the judicious laws inſtituted by

him, would tend to make a nation flouriſh , and

that the rejection ofthem would lead to their rua

in , is futile : becauſe ſuch foreſight could at any

rate only comprehend political inſtitutions ; and

therefore, the non obſervance of ſuch , might end

in the loſs of their liberty, or the ſubverſion of

their government ; and which might eaſily be

foreſeen . But even this, was not always the con

ſequence ; for although we find , that the Lace

demonians did not make ſo great a figure, after

they had fallen from the obſervation of the rules

which Lycurgus ( whoſe ſole aim was to train

them to war) had enjoined them ; becauſe they

could not then make war againſt, conquer, and

command all thoſe round them ; yet we find ,

that
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that the Romans, on the contráry, advanced their

ftare to the higheft 'pitch of glory, after they had

changed the conſtitution from what it was in Nu

ma's days ; whoſe only concern was, that Rome

ſhould continue in peace and amity. Whence

it is manifeft, that Mofes, could never have fore

ſeen by any human ſagacity, the calamities which

have befallen them , as the conſequence of the

tranſgreſſion oflaws purely religious : as it is im

poſſible, according to the laws of nature, that a

nation, as a collective body, and ſtate of govern

ment, ſhould be happy or miſerable, merely for

the ſake of religious inſtitutions, whoſe object

wasnot peace or war : and yet, we fee with what

exactneſs thefe particular predictions have been

fulfilled . Can we then in reaſon any longer doubt

the Divine Miſſion of Moſes ? I really know

not, how 'thefe inſtances may affect you, or any

other unbelievers, but for my own part, I muſt

freely acknowledge, that they not only convince,

but aſtonith and amaze me, beyond utterance .

They are indeed, what Moſes predicted they

ſhould be, a ſign and a wonder for ever, as he

ſays, in Chap . xxviii. 45-46. “ Moreover all

theſe curſes ſhall come upon thee , and ſhall pur

ſuethee and overtake thee, till thou be deſtroy

F ed ;
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ed ; becauſe thou hearkenedſt not unto the voice

of the LORD thy God, to keep his command,

ments, and his ſtatutes which he commanded

thee . And they ſhall be upon thee for a ſign and

for a wonder, and upon thy feed for ever.” For

they are a ſign of their rebellion againſt God ;

and a wonder of their preſervation, amidſt all

thoſe dreadful calamities which they have ſuffer

ed for ſo many hundred years .

I ſhall now proceed to take notice of the cha

racter of Moſes as ſtated in the Bible, to ſee, if

it is as you ſay *, " the moſt borrid that can be ima

gined ,” I am confident, it will appear to be the

very reverſe of what you have aſſerted it to be.

The evidence that I ſhall produce will be ſuch as

you can have no objection to , as it is the ſame

that you make uſe of yourſelf t; I mean the books

themſelves. So far we are agreed . Now for the

proof.

According to the account that we have in theſe

books of the firſt calling of Moſes to his miſſion ,

it does not appear, that he was a vain and arro

gant coxcomb; but on the contrary, it ſhews him to

* Page 6 .

* P. 5 .

be
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be a meek and humble perſon ; one that was fully

ſenſible of the importance ofthe buſineſs he was

to engage in ; and therefore, he ſays to God *,

~ Who (am ) I , that I ſhould go unto Pharaoh,

and that I ſhould bring forth the children of Il

rael from Egypt? ” In this humble ſtate ofmind

he continued, till the Lord was angrytwith him ;

and commanded him to go . When he came to

Pharaoh, he did not behave like an arrogant cox

combf, but with a becoming dignity, unappalled

at the preſence of the Egyptian king, in all his

pomp and pride, he acted like the meſſenger of

the greateſt king, who he was confident was able

to protect him ; and of whoſe omnipotent power,

he conſtantly endeavoured to make them ſenſi

ble : for which reaſon, he always warned them

of the day that the plague was to commence,

and alſo granted their requeſt to remove it ; and

that, at their own appointed time : as he himſelf

ſaysg, “ According to thy word : that thou may

eft know that (there is ) none like unto the LORD

Exod. iii . 11 .

+ Ibid . iv. 14 .

Ibid . v . 1. &c .

ŞIbid . viii. 6. &c .

F 2 our
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our God.” Thus did he , endeavour to make

Pharaoh ſenſible with whom he was contending ;

and that he ought therefore, to ſubmit to him

and fo ſave himſelf and his people from the dc

ſtruction that would certainly attend his diſobe

dience. This Sir, is not the behaviour of an ar

rant coxcomb, nor yet that ofa deteſtable * villain ;

but on the contrary, that of a pious, virtuous per

ſon ; who tried every means in his power, to avert

the dreadful judgment, that hung over Pharaoh

and his people for their wickedneſs.

When he brought the nation forth from Egypt,

with what gentleneſs did he lead them ! even was

a nurſing father beareth the fucking + child."

With what patience did he bear their frequent

reproaches, and murmurings. But when they

were in danger of being deſtroyed; what public

fpirit, what love did he ſhew $for his people ! How

often did he earneſtly ſupplicate the ſupreme Be

ing in their behalf, to ſave them from the pu

niſhment they had ſo juſtly merited for their ſins.

And, when he was fully aſſured of his death S,

his only concern was for them ; earneſtly requeſt

• Page 15

+ Numb. xi. 12 . See Exod . xxxii. 326

$ Numb. xxvii . 13. & c .

ing
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ing God toappoint one to govern them , “ that

the congregation of the Lord, " might not be as

Theep that have no ſhepherd .” And now, give

me. leave to aſk you; whether this action fhews

him to be an impoſtor ? for had he aſpired to the

-regal power, no man ever had a better opportu

nity of accompliſhing it. But he never thought

of it : all his actions fhew that he acted under

the immediate authority of God. He therefore

ſaw without murmuring, his brother and his

brother's children raiſed to the ſacerdotal office.

And what adds to the luftre of the action, he

himſelf puts them in poſſeſſion of this dignity ;

whilſt he leaves his own children mixed in the

crowd of Levites, without hopes of ever riſing

to any higher preferment : for by the conſtitution

of the prieſthood , they were barred from ever

having any ſhare in the honour, power, or wealth

of the prieſts; and rendered totally incapable of

ever enjoying the authority and Dignity ofthe

High Prieſt's office. Theſe Sir, are ſome ofthe

actions of Moſes; and they are ſuch , as fhew hiin

to have been a perſon of eminent virtue and pie

ty. And, as he was virtuous and pious himſelf,

ſo he endeavoured to form a virtuous people,

who by a faithful ſervice paid to the one true

God,

1
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God, ſhould give an example to all the nation's

of the earth, of a pure and reaſonable worſhip.

This Sir, was the ſole end of the legiſlation of

Moſes, ſo much ſuperior to all other forms of

government , for as the illuſtrious author of the

fpirit ofLaws, ſays , “ Beſides the common object

which all governments have of ſupporting them

ſelves, each of them has beſides a peculiar one.”

Thus Sparta formed ſoldiers, Rome conquerors,

and Carthage merchants and navigators ; but

this object of Moſes; I am bold to affirm , was

much more noble, and more worthy of a wiſe lea

giſlator, than any of thoſe .

I muſt farther obſerve, that the moſt famous

legiſlators made it a rule not to change any thing

in the ancient ſuperſtitions, but to leave the peo

ple at full liberty to proſtitute their adoration to

inferior gods, to the ſtars, the elements , plants,

reptiles, &c, While Moſes conſidered it, as a

moſt important obligation, to inſtruct his nation

in its duty towards the great Creator and gover

nor of the world . To make them ſenſible of his

power, goodneſs, juſtice , and providence ; and

to teach them how to deſerve an happy exiſtence

under his almighty protection , by an exact ob

fervance of his laws. Do you not think , Sir, that
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& conduct like this , deſerves encomiums even in

a philoſophical light ?

Moreover, what legiſlator ever ſpoke of the

Supreme Being to his people, as Moſes did to

the Hebrews ? He gives them the moſt ſublime

ideas of him , and ſhews them the moſt manifeſt

proofs of his particular providence, & c , And

which leads me to take nctice of an obſervation

that I have made elſewhere *, in ſupport of the

truth of the divine diſpenſation ofMoſes.

is as follows.--- The modern philoſophers, ſuch

as Voltaire, & c, take a pride in repreſenting the

Jews as an ignorant, ſtupid, and barbarous nation,

compared with the more poliſhed nations of an

tiquity . Let us now for a moment, grant the

truth of their aſſertion, it of courſe will follow

that, from a people ſo ignorant, ſtupid, and un

poliſhed , as they are repreſented to be, we na

turally ſhould not expect to find ſentiments and

doctrines, far ſuperior to any thing of the kind

that we find among the moſt improved nati

ons.

Now, it is well known, that the moſt antient

* Differtations on the Prophecies of the Old Ter

taments Introd , to Vol . II . p. 43 .

nations
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nations, the Egyptians, the Babylonians, the Af

ſyrians, the Tyrians, &c. were the neighbours of

the Jews, and completely ſurrounded them.

Theſe, were all funk into the moft groſs and itu

pid idolatry : for they worſhipped not only the

Sun, Moon, and Stars ; which they ſuppoſed to

be animated , and on whofe influence they ima

gined their good and bad fortunes depended : but

dead men, herocs, & c. Jupiter, Venus, Adonis,

& c . as alſo animals, inſects, and even onions. It

therefore is requiſite to enquire, " how the Jews

thus ſurrounded by theſe nations,became poffef

ed of ſuch juft and ſublime conceptions with ref

pect to the Deity ; and the moſt exalted ideas of

his purc UNITY, as inculcated in the writings of

Moſes : and where could they have learned ſuch

rational worſhip ? A worſhip confined to one in.

viſible, Omnipotent, Omniſcient, and Omnipre

fent Being ; the Maker and Governor of all

Bhings, viſible and inviſible ; from whom theSun,

Moon , Stars, and every thing elfe derived their

exiſtence, and in whoſe power it is to diſpoſe of

them as he pleaſes. It is clear they could not

have learned it from theſe nations , nor any other ;

becauſe their religion was ſo eſſentially different

from that ofany other nation in the ancient world :

for
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for they all, without exception, practiſed the moſt

impure, as well as the moſt cruel rites in honour

oftheir gods ; and their public feſtivals in gene

ral , were foenes of riot and debauchery.

Many of their ceremonies were moſt horribly

barbarous. Their prieits cut and mangled them

ſelves, in a oft lorrid manner, and practiſed the

moft dreadful mortifications in the courſe of their

worſhip. Innocent children were not fpared by

their parents , who madly devoted them to the

moſt cruel death ; that of burning them alive,

either to appeaſe the wrath , or ſecure the favour

of their gods . A remarkable inſtance of which,

we have in the life of Themiſtocles,we renowned

Admiral ofthe = thenians, as reased by Plutarch :

* When Themiſtocles was about to ſacrifice upon

the Admiral Galley, there were three very beau

tiful Captives brought to him, well dreſſed and

gloriouſly adorned with rich Veſts of Gold, ſaid

to be the Children of AutarEtus and Sandauce,

Siſter to Xerxes. As ſoon as the Prophet Eu

pbrantides ſaw them, and obſerved that at the

fame time the Fire blazed out from the Offer

ings, and caſt forth a more than ordinary bright

Flame, and that one fneezed to the right, which

portended fome fortunate Event, he took the.

miftocles by the Hand, and ordered that the three

G Chii
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Children ſhould be conſecrated and purified for

Sacrifice, and offered up as a Vow for Victory

to Bacchus Omaſtes, or the Devourer ; for hereby ·

the Greeks ſhould not only ſave themſelves, but

alſo obtain Victory. Themiſtocles was ſtartled at

a Prophecy that carried ſo much Cruelty and In

humanity in it ; but the Populace, according to

their manner in all preſſing Difficulties, truſting

more to any abſurd and extravagant Methods of

appeaſing the Deity, than to ſuch as are reaſona

ble, with one Voice invoked Bacchus, and bring

ing the Captives to his Altar compelled him to

perform the Sacrifice, as the Prophet had com

manded .”

They alſo practiſed many ſhocking indecencies,

not proper to be recited ; women, in other ref

pects chafte, were taught, that proſtitution (in

which the choice of a partner was not thought

of, as being totally excluded ) was a neceſſary

mode of recommending themſelves to the favour

and protection of their deities. This being the

caſe, of which , we have the moſt unexceptionable

evidence of both Greeks and Romans: and as

every effe £t muſt have an adequate cauſe, I wiſh

that you, or any other of themodern philoſophers,

would be pleaſed to inform me, how you, or they ,

can account for the phenomena of a little Jeuille

borde,
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borde, as Voltaire delights to call them, being

thus poſſeſſed of the true knowledge of the One

living and Eternal God, his Providence, &c .

while the learned, poliihed, and civilized nations,

were ſunk in the moſt groſs, barbarous, and ſtu

pid idolatry, unleſs they had received the know

ledge thereof by Divine Revelation . I ſhall far

ther ſhew from the whole tenour ofthe Mofai

cal diſpenſation, in particular from the precepts

ofthe land &c, that theſe inſtitutions could be

none other than divine.

Of all vices ( as one of my learned brethren

ſays* ,) the moſt hurtful to Society, of all wrongs

the moſt irreparable, of all crimes the blackeſt,

is certainly Calumny : for as a great poet ſays to

" No might nor greatneſs in mortality

Can cenſure 'ſcape : back-wounding Calumny

The whiteſt virtue ſtrikes . What king fo ſtrong

Can tie the gall up in the fland'rous tongue " ?

And of this, you have beſtowed not a little on

Moſes ; whom you deſcribe as # “ the wretch

* Jew's Letters to Voltaire.

# Shakſpeare's Meaſure for Meafure, Act 3. Sc. 2 ,

I p. 14.

G2
that
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that firſt began and carried on wars on the fčoré;

or on the pretence of religion ; ” &c. And of

which you ſay, you ſhall ſtate but one inſtance :

which is that of the Midianites. You ſay *,

" When the Jewish army returned from one of

their plundering and murdering excurſions, the

account goes on as follows; Numbers, chap. xxxi .

ver . 13 “ And Mofes, and Eleazar the prieſt,

and all the princes of the congregation, went

forth to meet them wi hout the cap; and Mo,

ſes was wroth with the jificers of the hoſt, with

the captains over tioufands, and captains over

hundreds, which came from the battle ; and Mo.

fes ſaid unto chem , Have ye ſaved all tise women

alive ? Behold , theſe cauſed the children of Iſrael,

through the counſel ot Balaam to commit tref

paſs againſt the Lord in the mat:er of Peor, and

there was a plague among the congregation of

the LORD . Now, therefore, kill every
male

among

the little ones , and kill every woman that bath

known a man by lying with bim ; but all the wo

men - children that have not known a , man by lying

with bim, keep alive for yourſelves.'

This is the text : and on whichxt: and on which you comment

• p. 14.

as

4
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as follows *. Among the deteſtable villains

that in any period of the world have diſgraced

the name of man , it is impoſſible to find a great

er than Moſes, if this account be true. Here is

an order to butcher the boys, to maſſacre themo

thers, and debauch the daughters. ” Let us now

Sir, conſider this heinous charge, which with all

the abuſe that you are maſter of, you have exhi

bited againſt Moſes: in order to which, we muſt

take notice ofthe caule of this war ; and which

we ſhall find to be not a “ plundering and mur

dering excurſion,” but undertaken at the expreſs

command of God, to avenge the children of If

racl : of the Midianites, for what they had fut

fered through their ſeduction ; and alſo for God's

vengeance againſt them , for the crime of idolatry

which they had cauſed Ifrael to commit againſt

him : for both theſe, are mentioned in ver. 2. &

3. “ Avenge the children of Iſrael of the Midi

anites : &c.And avenge the LORD of Mi

dian .” For by the diabolical ſcheme of the Mi

dianites proſtituting their women , the children

of Iſrael, were ſeduced to commit idolatry : for

which crime, twenty four thouſand of them were

* p . 15.

cut



DEFENCE OF THE

cut off. They therefore were commanded to

make war upon them : and the aſtoniſhing fuc

ceſs of the expedition, plainly ſhewed, that it

was undertaken and conducted under the imme

diate government ofGod : for though the Jew

iſh army conſiſted of but twelve thouſand men ;

yet did they not loſe one ſingle man, in fighting

againſt the hoſt of Midian ; and which made ſo

great an impreſſion on the minds of the cap

tains of the hoſt ; (of which you take no manner

of notice, though if theone part be true, the other

muſt be equally fo ) that they offered an oblation

to the Lord, for his gracious interpoſition in

their behalf .

When this army returned thus victorious,

Moſes and the princes of the congregation went

out to meet it ; and Mofes obſerving the women

captives, was wroth with the officers ; and in a

tone of ſurpriſe, aſked , “ Have ye ſaved all the

women alive ? ” For the officers ofthe army were

fully convinced that, according to the rules of

war, none were to be put to death, but thoſe

that oppoſed them ; and therefore, women and

children were excepted ; as we find Moſes him

ſelf had laid it down as a rule for the nation, when

making war againſt any other nations, than the

Са.
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Canaanites ; Deut. xx. 10. « When thou com

eft nigh unto a city to fight againſt, &c. And

if it will make no peace with thee, &c.-Thou

fhalt ſmite every male thereof with the edge of

the ſword . But the women , and the little ones,

and the cattle, &c, Thalt thou take for a ſpoil to

thyſelf .” The officers therefore, New all the males

in Midian, and took the women, and the little

ones captive. But Moſes tells them , that here,

the caſe was far different ; for, “ Behold , theſe

cauſed the children of Iſrael, through the counſel

of Balaam, to commit trespaſs againſt the LORD

in the matter of Peor ;” Theſe women were the

principal actors in this abominable and atrocious

crime ; for by their proſtituting themſelves, they

ſeduced Iſrael, and drew them to the impure wor

ſhip of their idol god Baal- peor , « and thus

there was a plague among the congregation . ”

It therefore, is but juſtice, that they lhould be

puniſhed in an exemplary manner ; as alſo to

prevent their ever again alluring the nation to

the love of Įicențious pleaſures, and the practice

of idolatry. The young males were ordered to

death, (as Abarbanal obſerves) to pre

vent the miſchief that might enſue from their

being ſpared ; by becoming as “ pricks in their

eyes

be put
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eyes, and thorns in their fides." either by at :

tempting to avenge what they would eſteem ,

their country's wrongs ; or by leading the nation

into idolatry. But the young maidens who had

done no injury to the nation ; and being as yee

unpolluted with the abominable and atrocious

crimes of their mothers, were not likely to injure

them ; were permitted to live, to be employed in

domeſtic uſes in their families ; or given as wives

to their men ſervants ; as will be fhéwn hereaf

ter. This is the real ſtate of the matter . But

you, Sir, without any regard to truth, or decency,

aſſert *, that “ it appears from the 35th , verſe of

this chapter, that the number of women - children

conſigned to debauchery by the order of Moſes

was thirty two thouſand.” But whence Sir,

does this appear ? is it to be found in the words

of Moſes ? Certainly not. Prove it then Sir,

it is incumbent on you to prove it . Prove this,

I ſay, and I will never more defend Moſes ; bug

will acknowledge him to be that deteſtable vil

lain and horrid monſter that you pronounce him

to be-Prove this , and I will acknowledge the

Old Teſtament to be what you call it, “ a book

p ! S :

of
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of lies , blaſphemy, and wickedneſs--a bad book

--the worit of books" -- any thing, whatever you

pleaſe. Once more, I ſay - Prove this, or I must

tell you plainly, ( excuſe my freedom ) that you

are not only a baſe caluminator, but the baſeſt of

calaminators, thus to miſreprefent God's proceed

ings in ſuch a barefaced manner ; and which e

ven your predeceffor Voltaire, and the other in

fidel criticks , were not hardy enough to do : for

they only objected to the great number of girls

that could be found in a country of the extent

that Midian was of. But not a wordt, did they

preſume to ſay , about theorder of Moſes for de

bauching the women children : No Sir, they knew

better ; they knew that they could be eaſily de

tected in making ſuch an affertion ; for they knew

that Moſes was ſo far from ordering any ſuch

thing, that his laws did not even permit it : this

is clear from Deut . xxi . 10,- 14. where it is or

dered that a man fhall not even marry a captive,

without ſeveral previous formalities : and if he

afterwards did not like her, he was obliged to let

her
go free ; and durit not by any means diſpoſe

of her, « becauſe he had humbled her* .” All

H which,

1

5

7

* This is to be understood of the abaſement which

the
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which, news the falſity of what you have ad

vanced ſo injurious to the character of Moſes

and which muſt now recoil on your own head .

The had experienced, by being confined to ſevere trials, in the

houſe of a ſtranger during a month ; and then ſeeing herſelf

caſt off by him, at the very time ſhe expected to become

his wife. For it is the opinion of the Talmudiſts of Jeruſa .

lem , of Jofephus, and of Philo, that the law did not allow the

firft familiarities of the ſoldier with his captive. He was ob

liged to marry her. See alſo Abarbanal on Deut. xxi 10. & c .

This is a manifeſt proofof the tenderneſs with which the laws

of Moſes treated priſoners of war : and I am confident that

no one can produce any ancient nation, whoſe government

ever treated them with the like tenderneſs and reſpect,

I am, &e,

LET
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SIR,

I hall now proceed to take notice of your ob
jections to the Books of Mofes themſelves ;

and ſhall ſhew , by their internal evidence, that

they are juſtly entitled to the appellation ofbeing

the word of God .

To begin with the book of Geneſis. You

“ Take away from Geneſis the belief

that Moſes was the author, on which only the

ſtrange belief that it is the word of God has ſtood,

obſerve *

1

* p. 146

H 2 and
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and there remains nothing of Genelis, but al

anonymous book of ſtories, fables, and traditic

nary or invented abſurdities, or ofdownrightlies. ”

This Sir, is the police language which you make

uſe of, in fpeaking of the book of Geneſis ; a

book that teaches us the origin of the world, the

genealogies of our firſt parents, the ſettlements of

ancient nations , and the riſe of arts. Concerning

theſe things, I am free to ailert , that antiquity

cannot ſupply us with more veritable and precio

ous inonuments than is contained in this, and the

other books of Moſes . For as the authors ofthe

ancient Univerſal Hiſtory obſerve *, Moſes is the

only authentic writer of what happened before,

and for ſeveral ages after the food. He is by

univerſal conſent allowed to be the moſt ancient

hiftorian now extant ; as it is certain, that his hi

ſtory was compoſed, not only before all the hifto .

ries , but even before the fables of the Greeks,

For there is nothing contained in the relating

to the time before the deluge, that has any ap

pearance of truth : of this, every difcerning

mind will be fully convinced, on comparing the

one Vol. In , Anci. Unii. Hiite Preface , page 13 .

* Ibid. page 27

fabu .
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fabulous hiſtories of Sanchoniaiho, Maretho,

Beroſus *, Heredotus, and Diodorus Siculus,

with that of Moſcs.

Hig

:)

i

1

* See his fabulous account of the Deluge, Univ. liſt .

Vol. page 50 , & c .--- As I have mentioned the delige, 1

deem it neceſſary, for the information of thoſe who u 'ihat

ſee the hiſtory of Moses ſtrengthened by the teſtimony of it to

that are called proſane writers, to obícrve that the delu

univerſal destruction by water, is confirmed by the conc..~ !

teſtimony of the moſt ancient writers ; as the auto

Univerſal hiſtory obſerve, ( Vol . Ift. page 55. ) 6 I

was ſuch an univerſal deſtruction by water, is co : : 1 !!

the concurrent teſtimonies of ſeveral ofthe moſt anc .

ters and nations in the world . What account the Ci .

records (meaning the hiſtory of Beroſus) give of it , we

already ſeen . The Indian and Perfian tradision we may

tion hereafter. That the Egyptians were no itrangars ::

event, appears not only from thoſe circumſtances ofuf .

Typhon mentioned above ; but alſo from the teiti .

Plato ; who ſays, that a certain Egyptian prieſt resolmik

Solon , out of their ſacred books , the hiſtory of the 1. live .

food, which happened long before the particular indica

known to the Grecians . The inhabitan's of licliopolis .

Syria, ſhewed a chaím or cleft in the earth in the temple

Juno, which ſwallowed up the waters of the flood . Tiay,

very Americans are ſaid to acknowledge and ipak of is .

their continent ; and we are told , that there is a tradition

among the Chineſe, that Puonci , with his family clap
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His philoſophy alſo, is not that barren and

fruitleſs one, whoſe ſubtilty evaporates in empty

reaſonings, and whoſe powers ſpend themſelves

in diſcoveries of no uſe to the happineſs ofmen :

it is not that diſaſtrous philoſophy, which, with

án axe in its hand , and a veil over its eyes, throws

down, overturns, and deſtroys every thing, and

builds up nothing : which in its impious phren

zy, makes matter its God ; and which diſtin

guiſhes man froni beaſt only by his Shape . No

Sir, it is the wiſe philoſophy of a good man, who

wiſhes to render his fellow creatures happy : for

Moſes begins his hiſtory, with informing us, that

there is a God, and that he created the world, and

all that is therein. This was the grand funda

mental principle, to bring men to the knowledge

and worſhip of him that made them : for it is

manifeſt to demonſtration, that if man does but

give himſelf time to reflect, that God made him,

and gave himhands to feel, legs to walk , &c. and

endowed him with powers and reaſoning facul

ties, far beyond that of the brute creation ; he

the general deluge ;" & c, Thus we ſee that moſt nations

have ſome idea of a deluge, though none have ſo clear an ac

count of it, as that given by Moſes.

will
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will naturally love and reverence that Great and

awful Being, that can mould him as he pleaſes.

The knowledge of this ſublime truth, effectually

deſtroys all thoſe falſe notions entertained by cer

tain philoſophers, ofthe eternity of matter, and a

fortuitous concourſe of Atoms . It lays the axe

to the root, and at once annihilates that fooliſh ,

abſurd, and impious tenet : and which is a de

monſtration that the philoſophy of Moſes, was

moſt beneficially conducive to the happineſs of

mankind.

He is alſo to be admired as an hiſtorian ; for

as a learned Chriſtian * obſerves, “ Whatever

defects may be noted in his hiſtory upon the

whole, when compared with the more regular

and more laboured productions ofthe poliſhed

hiſtorians of Greece and Rome ; yet in many

parts of it he has given evident marks ofſuperior

abilities as an hiſtorian . The hiſtory of Jofeph,

for inſtance, is an example of fimple, noble, ele

gant, intereſting, pathetic narration : of a juſt

neſs, neatneſs, and perſpicuity of hiſtoric com

poſition ; to which nothing equal, or in any
de

Lowth's Letter to Warburton .

grec
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gree comparable, can be produced from Here

dotus or Xenophon, Sallust or Livy."

As an Orator, his exhortations in the book of

Deuteronciny, carry with them a force, a fpirit,

and an elegance, equal at leaſt, ( conſidering the

ſubject ) to any thing ever penned.

As a Poet, his beautiful Ode, recorded in Exc

dus, is ſuperior to any thing of the kind : but

his prophetic Poem in Deuteronomy, is not to be

equalled. It contains fix parts, as I have ſhewn

in another * place. The firſt part conſiſts of the

Erit five verſes, and is a prefatory introduction

to the Poem : The ſecond part contains nine

verles ; the lubject of which is , the kindneſs and

beneficence of the Supreme Being towards Iſrael :

The third part conſiſts of the next four verſes, in

which he deſcribes the fin and wickedneſs of the

nation : The fourth part conſiſts of the next ſe

ven verfes, in which he recounts the afflictions

with which GOD would puniſh them for their

diobedience : The fifth part contains the next

eight verles, wherein he deſcribes the final de

fruction, which the Supreme Being might have

been induced to have brought upon them for

* Introduction to Lingua Sacra p. 4 .

thei
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their enormous crimes, had it not been for one

particular reaſon , and which he inimitably def

cribes : The ſixth and laſt part contains the laſt

ten verſes of the Poem, in which he rehearſes the

confolation of Iſrael, and the vengeance which

GOD will take on their enemies.

And I cannot forbear obſerving in proof of

the prophetic inſpiration of this Poem, that the

firſt five parts of it, have been fully accompliſh

ed ; viz. The kindneſs and beneficence of the

Supreme Being towards Ifrael, in giving them

poffeflion ofthe holy land, and their proſperity

under David and Solomon : their fins of Idola.

try, &c . their captivity, and the ſevere puniſh

ments that followed, and their preſervation as a

diſtinct nation to this very day, notwithſtanding

all their ſufferings, and which undoubtedly, is one

of the moſt wonderful things in the world , as

( ſhewn at large in my Differtations on the Pro

phecies,Vol.Ift. p. 17, &c. ) whence, I preſume to

think , that the completion of the firſt five parts,

may be conſidered , as a pledge and earneſt of the

accompliſhment of the ſixth, which mentions the

Redemption ofthe Nation, &c. And it is very re .

markable that, the ProphetJeremiah, hath clear

I
ly
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ly evinced the truth of this poſition, in the fole

lowing words * , which he produces as an argu

ment, in ſupport of what he had delivered as a

prophecy foretelling the future reſtoration of the

nation : “ For thus faith the LORD , Likeas I

have brought all this great evil upon this people,

ſo will I bring upon them all the good that I have

promiſed them . ” A ſtronger proof than what

is contained in theſe words of the Prophet, in

ſupport of the ſpirit of prophecy, cannot be re

quired ; for the accompliſhment of the evils pre

dicted , is a ſure pledge ofthe completion of the

good promiſed : and therefore, as it is allowed on

all hands, that the firſt five parts of this Poem,

hath been fulfilled in every particular fact, it con

ſequently is manifeſt, that not the leaſt doubt

ought to be entertained of the full accompliſh

ment of the laſt part. And which is a demonftra .

ble proof of the divine miſſion of Moſes.

Jerm , xxxii. 420

I am , & c.

LET
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SIR,

I
ſhall now proceed to the other books ofMo,

fes; viz, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers,

and Deuteronomy. Theſe Sir, contain our

laws, Religious, and Moral, Civil, Political, and

Ritual ; (though I do not mean to treat of them

all thus diſtinctly arranged ; but only of a few

of them as they occur to illuſtrate the ſub

ject we are treating of) from all which, I hope

to prove, to the ſatisfaction of every candid and

liberal mind, that theſe laws were every way wor ,

thy of God, who was pleaſed to beſtow them by

the hands of his ſervant Mofes, on his people Il

rael,

I 2 There
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There is one God, lays the Pentateuch, and

but One. This God alone deſerves to be wor

ſhipped. He is the Supreme Being, the neceſz

ſary origin of all beings ; no other is comparable

to him . He is a pure ſpirit, immenſe and infi,

nite ; he cannot be repreſented by any bodily

ſhape. It is he that created the univerfe by his

power, and governs it by his wiſdom . He views

all our actions ; nothing can eſcape his watch

ful eye : and with an equitable hand he rewards

and puniſhes us according to our deſerts.

All this, we learn from theſe books : for the

belief of the exiſtence of God, is founded on the

firſt great commandment, I AM THE LORD THY

God *.

That he is One, we are taught from Deut. vi ,

6. HEAR O ISRAEL , The Lord is OUR GOD,

The Lord is ONE.

That he alone is to be worſhipped, is con

tained in the ſecond and third commandments,

THOU SHALT HAVE NO OTHER GODS BEFORE ME ,

THOU SHALT NOT MAKE UNTO THEE ANY GRA

VEN IMAGE, &c . 'THOU SHALT NOT BOW DOWN

THYSELF TO THEM, NOR SERVE THEM ; &c,

Exod, xx. 2. & Deut. v,

That
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That he cannot be repreſented by any bodily

Shape, we are taught from Deut. iv. 15. For

YE SAW NO SIMILITUDE ON THE DAY THAT THE

LORD SPAKE UNTO YOU IN HORIB. This doc

trine was likewiſe ſtrongly inculcated by the Pro

phet Iſaiah*,who ſays, “ To whom therefore will

ye liken God ? and what is the FORM OF RESEM

Blance that ye will compare with him ? Againt,

To whom will ye liken me ? and to whom ſhall

I be equalled ? faith the Holy One . ”

That God knoweth all the thoughts and acti .

ons of mankind ; and is not ſo indifferent and

unconcerned about them, as the unbelievers

think ; who ſay, “ The Lord ſeeth us not ; the

Lord hath forſaken the earth .” (Ezek . viii . 12.)

But on the contrary , he obſerves, and takes cog

nizance of all our actions: this we are taught from

Gen. vi. 5. " And God ſaw that the wickedneſs

ofman (was) great in the earth .” See alſo Gen.

xviii . 20, beſides ſeveral other parts of theſe

books.

That God rewards and puniſhes with an equi

table hand, we are taught in Exod. xxxii . 32-33 .

Ifai. xl. 18.

* Ibid . 25 .

" Yet
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“ Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their fin : and if

not, blot me, I pray thee, out ofthy book which

thou haft written, And the LORD ſaid unto Mo

ſes, whoſoever hath ſinned againſt me, him will I

blot out of my book.”

We are alſo taught that although a temple was

commanded to be built ; miniſters appointed for

its ſervice ; facrifices and offerings inſtituted ;

yet all this is nothing in his eyes, if the ſentiments

of the heart do not give it life . The worſhip that

he requires above all things, and before every

thing, is the acknowledgment of our entire de

pendance on him , and of his ſupreme dominion

thankfulneſs for his benefits, truſt in his mercy,

reverence and love. Thus he ſays *, " And thou

ſhale love the LORD thy God with all thine heart,

and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy ſtrength ."

And now t, Iſrael, what doth the LORD thy

God require of thee, but to fear the LORD thy

God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him,

and to ſerve the Lord thy God with all thy heart,

and with all thy ſoul. To keep the command

ments of the LORD, and the ſtatutes which I com .

3

6 .# Deut. v .

Ibid, X. ! 2 .

mand
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mand thee this day for thy good. ” See alſo chap

ter xi. ver. 13 , &c . where theſe true and ſublime

ideas are alſo ſtrongly inculcated ; and which ſo

eminently diſtinguiſh the Jewiſh from all ancient

legiſlators ; and plainly ſhew that the doctrines,

which recommend ſuch a pure worſhip, can be

hone other than divine ; as being every way wors

thy ofGod .

Let us now examine the morality taught in

theſe books What beauty and purity do we find

in this morality ! There is ſcarcely a vice which

it doth not condemn. It is not enough that evil

actions are forbidden, even deſires are prohibited .

« Thou ſhalt not deſire *. Thou ſhalt not co

vet + . ” In inculcating this morality, Moſes not

only requires perfect equity, untainted probity,

juſtice, faithfulneſs, and the moſt exact honeſty ;

but he would alſo have us be humane, compaſ

ſionate , and charitable : ever ready to do unto

others as we ſhould wiſh they would do unto us,

as he ſays I, “ But thou ſhalt love thy neighbour

as thyſelf .”

This love is alſo to be extended to the ſtranger:

Deut. V. 21 .

* Exod. XX. 17 . Levit. xix. 18 .

« And
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« And if a ſtranger ſojourn with you in your land,

ye ſhall not vex him. But the ſtranger that

dwelleth with you ſhall be unto you as one born

amongſt you, and thou ſhalt love him as thyſelf;

for ye were ſtrangers in the land of Egypt

------Love ye therefore the ſtranger : for ye were

ſtrangers in the land of Egyptt. ” Thus you may

perceive that this brotherly love and charity was

notconfined to thoſe that were Jews born ; as e

very other perſon might ſhare in them : for it is,

and ever was, a fixed law amongſt us, to admit in:

to our religion and commonwealth, all thoſe that

werewilling to ſubmit to our laws and cuſtoms ;

and who after ſubmitting to the rite of circumci

fion , and performing ablution, were incorporated

among the nation, and became as one of them :

for thus the law ſpeaks of the ſtranger. « Let all

his males be circumciſed, and then let him come

near and keep it ; and he ſhall be as one that is

born in the land ; for no uncircumciſed perſon

ſhall eat thereof. One law ſhall be to him that

is home-born, and unto the ſtranger that ſojourn .

eth among youf . Now Sir, is not this law far

• Levit . xix . 33-34.

+ Deut, X. 19 .

Exod. xii. 48-49.

more
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more humane than that excluſion of ſtrangers,

ordained by ſo many other legiſlators * ?

Let us now conſider the humane and charita

ble laws, ordained for the relief of the poor, the

widow , and the fatherleſs : of the ſervants, and

Naves : and we ſhall preſently perceive how ſu

perior they were to all the laws of the ancient po

liſhed nations.

Of the poor.

“ And if thy brother be waxen poor, and fallen

in decay with thee ; then thou ſhalt relieve him :

yea , though he be a ſtranger, or a ſojourner ; that

he may live with thee, Take thou no uſury of

him, or increaſe : but fear thy God ; that thy

brother may live with thee. Thou ſhalt not give

him thy money upon uſury, nor lend him thy

pictuals for incrçaſe. I am the LORD your God ,

which brought you forth out of the land ofEgypt,

to give you the land of Canaan, and to be your

God t . If there be among you a poor man of

one of thy brethren , within any of thy gates, in

the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee,

• Thus among others, we find Lycurgus excluding

all ſtrangers from his common wealth . See his life by Plu

tarch . Levit, xxv . 35

K thou



66 DEFENCE OF THE

thou ſhalt not harden thy heart, nor ſhut thine

hand from thy poor brother. But thou ſhalt o .

pen thine hand wide unto him, and ſhalt ſurely

lend him fufficient for his need, in that which he

wanteth *..If thou lend money to any of my

people that is poor by thee, thou ſhalt not be to

him as a uſurer, neither ſhalt thou lay upon him

uſury. If thou at all take thy neighbour's rai

ment to pledge, thou ſhalt deliver it to him by

that the ſun goeth down : for that is his covering

only, it is his raiment for his ſkin : wherein ſhall

he Neep ? And it ſhall come to paſs, when he

crieth unto me, that I will hear : for I am gra

cioust. - When thou doft lend thy brother any

thing, thou ſhalt not go into his houſe to fetch

his pledge. Thou ſhalt ſtand abroad, and the

man to whom thou doſt lend ſhall bring out the

pledge abroad unto thee. And if the man be

poor, thou ſhalt not ſeep with his pledge. In a

ny caſe thou ſhalt deliver him the pledge again

when the ſun goeth down, that he may neep in

his own raiment, and bleſs thee : and it ſhall be

righteouſneſs unto thee before the LORD thy

Godt.”

* Deut . xv .

Exod. xxii. 25-27 .

7--8 .

Deut. xxiv, 10-13 .

Of
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Of the widow and fatherleſs,

« Ye ſhall not afflict any widow, or fatherleſs

child. If thou afflict them in any wiſe, and they

cry at all unto me, I will ſurely hear their cry ;

And my wrath Thall wax hot ; and I will kill you

with the ſword ; and your wives ſhall be widows,

and your children fatherleſs * .”

Of hired ſervants.

“ Thou ſhalt not oppreſs an hired ſervant that

is poor and needy, whether he be of thy brethren ,

or ofthy ſtrangers that are in thy land within thy

gatts. On his day thou ſhalt give bim his hire,

neither ſhall the ſun go down upon it, for he is

poor, and ſetteth his heart upon it : leſt he cry

againſt thee unto the LORD, and it be fin unto

theet."

Ofa purchaſed ſervant.

« If thou buy an Hebrew ſervant, ſix years he

ſhall ſerve : and in the ſeventh he ſhall go out

free for nothing I.". If he came in by himſelf,

he ſhall go out by himſelf : if he were married ,

then his wife ſhall go out with him. If his

maſter

c

7

K2

* Exod. xxii. 22-24.

+ Deut. xxiv , 14-15 Exod . xxi. 2 .

$ This denotes one that had been fold by order of

thic
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maſter have given him a wife *, and ſhe have

borne him ſons or daughters; the wife and her

children ſhall be her maſter's and he ſhall go out

by himſelf. If thy brother an Hebrew man;

or an Hebrew woman, be ſold unto thee, and

ſerve thee fix years ; then in the ſeventh year

thou ſhalt let him go free from thee. And when

thou ſendeſt him out free from thee, thou ſhalt

not let him go away empty : Thou ſhalt furniſh

him liberally out of thy flock , and out of thy

Aoor, and out of thy wine preſs ; of that wherë

with the LORD thy God hath bleſſed thee thou

Ihalt give unto him . And thou ſhalt remember

that thou waft a bond-man in the land of Egypt;

and the LORD thy God redeemed thee : therés

fore, I command this thing to day t . ” &c, bleu

the judges for theft : as mentioned ( Exod. xxii . 2. ) " If he

have nothing, then Mall he be ſold for his theft . ” And of

one ſo cold, the maſter became ſuject to the maintenanance

ofhis wife and children : for as fhé had no other ſupport but

her huſband's labour ; the law obliged the maſter to maintain

them . Here Sir, is an additional proofof the wiſdom and

humanity of the laws of Mofes, compared with thoſe of the

moſt civilized nations ,

* This denotes a female flave like thoſe taken front

the Midianites & c . and not an Hebrew maid Servant.

+ Deut. xv. 12--15

fide's
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fides a number of other paſſages of the like im

port.

Of flaves.

" And if a man ſmite his ſervant; or his maid,

with a rod, and he die under his hand ; he Thall

ſurely be puniſhed. Notwithſtanding, if he

continue a day or two , he ſhall not be puniſhed :

for he is his money *—And if a mian ſmite the

eye of his ſervant, or the eye of his maid , that it

perilh ; he ſhall let him go free for his eye's fake.

And if he ſmite out his man ſervant's tooth , or

his maid ſervant's tooth ; he ſhall let him go
free

for his tooth's ſaket. ”

Before I proceed, it is neceſſary to inform you,

that the ſervants here mentioned, are not Heo

brew ſervants; ( called purchaſed fervants ) but

Naves, bought from among the Gentiles, or cap

tives taken in war's as alſo of thoſe ſtrangers that

ſojourned among them ; agreeable to the follow

ing command, “ Both thy bond-men and thy

bond -maids, which thou ſhalt have, ſhall be of

the heathen that are round about you ; ofthem

ſhall ye buy bond -men and bond -maids. More

over, of the children of the ſtrangers that do lo

i

Exod . xxi . 20 , 210 + Ibid, 26-27.

journ
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journ among you, ofthem ſhall ye buy * ,” &c,

and which when bought, became their proper

goods, and continued with them as their lands

did ; for an inheritance to them and their chil

dren after themt . And it is of theſe latter, that

the law is thus tender ; for the former, were not

to go free for the ſake of an eye or a tooth;: but

if the maſter ſhould thus injure them , they were

entitled to the ſame reparation as the other He

brews. And, now Sir, if you pleaſe to review

all the laws of the ancient nacions, I am confi

dent, you will not be able to find any thing in

them, that can equal the humanity and tender

care ofthe law of Mofes, not only for the poor,

the widow, and the orphan, but for the ſlave alſo :

for almoſt all the ancient governments abandoned

without exception, the Naves of both ſexes to the

luſt and brutality of their maſters & . If you are

ас.

. Levit. XXV. 44. &c.

+ See verſe 46 .

I Theſe Gentile Naves were not only to go free for

the lofs of an eye, or a tooth : but likewiſe for the loſs of a

py of the twenty four principal Members. See Talmud Bab.

Kedufhin fol. 25. 1. & Maim. in Hilchoth Evadim . chap. v.

& Monteſquieu ſays, “ I do not think, that the

policy of the Romans was good in this reſpect. They gave a

loqla
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acquainted with hiſtory, you cannot be ignorant

to what exceffes * this permiſſion gave birth, e

ven amongſt nations that are propoſed to us as

models of civilized , and wiſe governments.

looſe to the incontinence of maſters ." ( the ſame may
be ſaid

of almoſt all ancient nations ) He adds, " Slavery has for its

object utility not voluptuouſneſs. The laws of decency are

founded on the laws of nature, and muſt be felt by all nations.

And if the law which protects the modeſty of llaves is valid

even in arbitrary governments , where abſolute power reigns,

how much more in others !” This licentioulueſs ( obſerves the

Editor of the Jews Letters to Voltaire) was the bane ofmo

rals amongancient nations . What could unfortunate flaves

do againſt voluptuous imperious maiters, who were reſtrained

by no laws ?

• Exceſſes of incontinence ſays the ſame author,

which are atteſted by all the ancient writers . Read only Ana .

creon and Horace, and ſee to what exceſſes the Greeks and

Romans went in this reſpect. Even Cato, the wiſe Cato, car

ried on a ſcandalous trade with his beautiful ſlaves whom he

proſtituted. There were alſo exceſſes of cruelty without

bounds. It makes one tremble to read over the Roman laws

reſpecting flaves . They compare them to beaſts of burthen ,

and give them up to the moſt cruel tortures . Did the maſter

of a family bappen to be a aſſaſſinated, all thoſe that were un

der the ſame roof, or even within the ſound of the voice, were

condemned to die without diſtinction . Theſe laws are the

work of ferocity, and the ſcandal of reaſon , and can any one

prefer ſuch government to that of the Hebrews ?

AC
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At Lacedemon, let Naves be treated in the

cruelleſt manner whatſoever, they yet could claim

no protection from the laws. If any one looked

above his condition, by an elegant figure, he was

condemned to die, and his maſter was fined * , in

order that he might by ſeverity prevent his other

Naves from offending hereafter the eyes ofthe ci

tizens by their outward accompliſhments.

The Spartans, being authorized by ſuch laws,

uſed to fall upon the Helots, whilſt they were at

work in the fields, and without mercy would de

ſtroy the ableft men amongſt them ; and this for

mere exerciſe, and left theſe ſlaves ſhould increaſe

too much. This was the ambuſcade, mentioned

by Ariſtotle, as one of the inſtitutions of Lycur

gust.” “ The thing” as Plutarch ſays I , “ was

this : Thoſe who had the care of the young men,

diſpatched from time to time ſome of the ableſt of

• See Vol. 22d. of the Memoirs of the Academy of

Belles Lettres, written by Mr. Capperonier.

† “ Ariſtotle in his ſecond and ſeventh Books of Poli

ticks, Plato in his firſt Book de Legibus, and Polybious in the

fixth of his Hiſtory," ſays M. Dacier in his notes on the life

of Lycurgus in Plutarch, “ have reproached Lycurgus for that

his Laws were more adapted to inake men valiant than to

make them juit .

In the life of Lycurgus.

them
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or

ce

them into the Country at random, armed only

with their Daggers, and taking a little neceſſary

proviſion with them ; Theſe in the day-time hid

themſelves in the Thickets and Clefts, and there

ļay cloſe, but in the night they iſſued out into the

High-ways and killed all the llotes they could

light upon : fometimes they ſet upon them by

day , as they were at work in the Fields, and mur .

dered the ableſt and ſtouteſt of them in cold

Blood, as Thucydides alſo , in his Hiſtory of the

Peloponneſian War, relates ; where he tells us, that

Such of them as the Lacedæmonians had ſingled

out for their Valour, were crowned by Proclama.

tion, as Perſons enfranchiſed ( for their good ſer

vices ; ) and went about to all the Temples in to

ken of Freedom ; but that ſoon after they all diſ

appeared on a ſudden , being about the number of

two thouſand; and no man neither then nor ſince

could give an account how they came by their

deaths. And Ariſtotle particularly ſays, that the

Ephori, ſo ſoon as they were entered into their

Office, uſed to declare war againſt them, that they

might be maſſacred with a pretence of Law .”

And Rome ſtill more barbarous, calmly view

ed her great men Naughter their faves, without

the leaſt cauſe of complaint, in order to throw

L their

1

O
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their bodies into their fiſh ponds to make their

lampreys more delicious, by ſuch nouriſhment.

Even under the eyes of the Magiſtrates, thou .

ſands of theſe unhappy creatures expired in the

amphitheatre, for the amuſement of a fierce and

cruel people; and ſome feſtival days cauſed more

human blood to flow in the empire, than many

days of battle.

But the laws of Moſes did not give ſuch ty .

rannical power to maſters : on the contrary, they

tenderly watched oyer the lives and modeſty of

the Navés; as is plain from the foregoing extracts

from thefe laws : and which no doubt was the

reaſon, that our anceſtors were almoſt the only

ancient * people, among whom there was not any

of thoſe rebellions of the Naves, which often

brought ſo many other nations to the brink of

ruin to

• The Athenians, of all others, treated their flaves

with gentleneſs

# Not only the Spartans, Sicilians, and Romani,

experienced dangers from their rebellious Naves, as is well

known ; but modern nation's alſo have been frequently expo .

fed to the ſame dangers. And in this unfortunate war, the

melancholy proofs of the dreadful effects ofſuch rebellion , #

till before our eyes .

From
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From the extracts of our laws above mention

ed, you may alſo perceive, the moderation we

were enjoined to uſe towards our debtors *; and

which I would recommend you to compare with

the horrid law of the twelve tables, which per

mitted the creditors to load the debtors with

chains; and after ſome market days, to cut them

in pieces , and to ſhare amongſt them their bloody

limbs, or to ſell them to ſtrangers !

This humanity Sir, was alſo extended even to

the delinquent ; as 15 plain from the following

« And it ſhall be, if the wicked man be

worthy to be beaten , that the judge ſhall cauſe

him to lie down), and to be beaten before his face,

according to his fault, by a certain number. For

ty ſtripes he may give him, and not exceed : left

if he ſhould exceed , and beạt him above theſe

with many itripes, then thy brother ſhould ſeem

vile in thy ſight t .” By this wiſe and humane

law, ſo different from that of all other nations,

the puniſhment of the culprit, was not left to the

arbitrary will ofthe judge, who might order his

bundreds or thouſands of laſhes ; No Sir, the

text.

t's

The

口

Y

01

EM

The moderation towards debtors, will be farther

treatedof, when we come to ſpeak ofthe Sabbatical year, & c .

+ Deut. XXV. 2—3 .

num ,

1
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number was reſtricted to forty ſtripes : and that

they might not exceed the number thus limitted

by the * Law, our Doctors ordained, that no

more than thirty nine ſtripes ſhould be giv

ent.

But this is not all, our laws every where order

us to treat even the brute creation with humani

ty. « And whether it be cow or ewe, ye ſhall

• Our code is ſhort, and clear ; kings can read it, and

nations underſtand it : whilſt the code of lawsof ſome of the

moſt refined civilized nations, after many hundred years la

bour, are ſcarcely any thing more than undigeſted compila

tions, confuſed heaps of foreign oppreſſive laws, and barba

rous cuſtoms ; they are dark labyrinths, in which the moſt

learned counſellors loſe their way, and through which the

greateſt lawyers can ſcarcely ſhew a path : for what is law to

day, is not allowed to be law tomorrow. It muſt farther be

obſerved, that all the tribes in the whole natior, were govern

ed by the ſame laws and ſtatutes. Judah had the ſame as

Reuben ; and Benjamin had none others than Simeon . But

in many nations and governinenis, “ every town, every ham

let has its own laws . What is juſt in one village, is unjuſt

two miles farther, and they change laws as often as they

change poſt horſes .” Our laws were uniform and unvariable:

But “ there is no ſtability in theirs. They change like the

dreſſes of men and women . They have not any fixed laws

even in criminal caſes ." Theſe are the ſentiments of M.

Voltaire himſelf. See the ſupplement to le Philoſophe ingno

rant &c .

+ See Gerrara Makkoth , Perek Illu hean Haloekeen.

fol. 23. I.

not
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not kill it and her young both in one day * . '

Co Thou ſhalt not take the dam with the youngt:

* Thou ſhalt not muzzle the ox when he tread.

eth out the corn I." The law alſo commanded

us to let the beaſt reſt on the Sabbath . From

all which, it is manifeſt, that the more you ſtudy

the laws of Moſes, the more inſtances you will

find in them of gentleneſs and humanity : and the

more they are compared with ancient legiſlatures,

the more a man will be convinced of their excela

lence.

11

12

. Levit. xxii. 28 .

+ Deut. xxii. 6. Ibid. XXV. 4 .

0.

he
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be
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LETTER IV.

SIR

I hailnowtake notice of fome of theprecepts
ofthe land ; which may be properly termed

a part of the Political laws ofMoſes. With theſe,

feveral Feſtivals, ( which are a part ofthe Ritual

law) are cloſely connected : and therefore, it is

proper to conſider them conjointly. And for the

better underſtanding of which, it is neceſſary that

we go back to the call of Abraham ; when we

ſhall plainly ſec the propriety ofthe nation's bee

ing called God's choſen people. This will appear

manifeſt from the purpoſe for which they were

choſen : which was to hand down theUnity, and

wor
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worſhip of the ONE only God , the Creator of

heaven and earth. This purpoſe, by the infinite

wiſdom of God, hath been fully accompliſhed

through their means, as will be perceived in the

ſequel.

Notwithſtanding the ſevere and exemplary pu

niſhment, with which God puniſhed the ſins of

the old world ; and the means which we are na

türally to ſuppoſe that Noah took to provide for

the inſtruction of the new in the true worſhip of

God : we nevertheleſs find, that in a very ſhort

time, mankind degenerated again, and advanced

apace towards the ſame ſtate of depravity, that

they were in before the food : eſpecially in regard

to falfe worſhip ; God therefore, called Abraham ,

who wherever he went*, plainly ſhewed them the

yanity of worſhipping the creature inſtead of the

Creator ; and boldly afferted his ſupremacy, in

defiance of all oppoſition f . For his faith and

righteouſneſs, God made choice of him and his

• Chaldee, Canaan, and Egypt, were then the

moſt renowned and conſpicuous countries ; the inhabitants

of which, were all deeply verſed in the idolatry of the anci

ent Sabians. See Maimonides in Noreh Nevachim, part 34 .

chap. xxxvii.

# Maim . Ibid. chap .xxix:

por.
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poſterity, to hand down the knowledge of his

Unicy, and to preſerve the principles of the true

religion uncorrupted, amidſt the idolatrous ficti

on of a falſe theology. It was for this purpoſe,

that God ſelected the family of Abraham from

among all nations, and ſealed them with his co

venant*, to be the repoſitory of the ſacred ora

cles ; that they might convey them to pofterity

in their original purity, And that this might be

fully accompliſhed, God promiſed Abraham the

land of Canaan for an inheritance for his poſteri

ty : though before that timeſhould arrive, they

would be forely amicted in captivity ; from which

however, he would redeem them ; and ſeverely

puniſh their oppreſſors ; and thus make them ful

ly ſenſible that he alone was God ; and gover

ned the world by his particular providence. And,

as Egypt might juſtly be conſidered as the very

ſink of falſe worſhip ; the contaminated fountain ,

whence flowed idolatry, the arts of Magic and di

vination ; and the inſtitution of ſuperſtitious and

obſcene rites ; God was pleaſed to make it the

ſcene of the great diſplay of his omnipotent pow

er, in oppoſition to their falſe deities. Here then,

ܪ

► Circumcifion ; and which they bear to this day.

was

4
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was the neceſity of the miracles performed by

Moſes: for the foie end and purpoſe of theſe mi

racles was, to convince all-the Iſraelites *, the

Egyptians, and the reſt of the nations, that the

falſe deities worſhipped by them, were nought

but vanity, that could not profit : for that the

Lord alone was the true God, and governor of

the world , and that their was none elſe be

Gides.

Now, the moſt rational method that could

have been taken to reclaim all thoſe from their

errors, and induce them to embrace the truth ,

was, to make it appear plain and evident to their

underſtandings, that things were in fact otherwiſe

than they apprehended . For the Egyptians falſe

ly imagined, that thoſe illuſtrious heavenly bo

' dies ; the Sun, Moon, and Stars ; as alſo the ele

ments, were the diſtributors of bleſſings and com

forts : for as they obſerved the courſe of things

to be conſtantly regulated, and the bleſſings of

life to be daily diſpenſed by the motion and a

gency of theſe bodies, they confequently were led

to believe them to be the only gods that gover

ned the world , This being the caſe, let us now

conſider, how their fatal miſtake was to be re

1

• Exod . vi . 7.

8 .

vii. 5. ix .16 . -.- X. 20-& xiv .

M
moved,
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moved, and they ſet right in this point ? Was ic

not by convincing them, that theſe bodies had no

other powers or qualities, than what they derived

from their great Creator, whoſe inſtruments they

were, employed by him to carry on the purpoſes

of his providence ? And what more rationalme

chod could God have made uſe of to form this

conviction, than that of empowering his meffen

ger to alter or ſuſpend the qualities of theſe bo

dies , and make them operate by his bare com

mand, in direct oppoſition to their ordinary

courſe ? This was appealing to their own notions,

and making them fenſible in their own way, that

the LORD alone was the Creator and governor of

the world ; and that all viſible beings were but fo

many ſubordinate agents, working by his power,

and under his directions ; and whoſe powers he

can ſuſpend whenever he pleaſes : conſequently,

he alone was entitled to the worſhip and obedi

ence of men, as he only could reward or puniſh

them.

That we may place this matter in a clear light,

it will be neceſſary to take a particular view of

the progreſs and conduct of the whole proceed .

ing.

In the firſt place then, God, by a meſſage in

his own name, required the Egyptian king to re

lears
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kcaſe his people *. “ Thus faith the LORD God

of Iſrael, Let my people go, that they may hold

a feaſt unto me in the wilderneſs.” By Pharaoh's

anſwer to this meſſage, it is plain, that he dif

claimed all knowledge of the God of Iſrael, and

abſolutely refuſed to yield any obedience to him :

thus he ſayst, “ Who is the LORD, that I ſhould

obey his voice to let Iſrael go ? I know not the

LORD, neither will I let Iſrael go." I worſhip

my own gods, and none other. This was then

the proper time to convince him, and all the E

gyptians of their folly ; or to puniſḥ them for

their wickedneſs, if they perſiſted therein . But

God foreſeeing by his omniſcience what the con

ſequence would bę ; and being as it were, unwill

ing to enter on the methods of ſeverity, com

manded his ſervants to go again to Pharaoh, and

repeat the demand ofhis diſmiſling the Iſraelites.

On this ſecond application, when the king requir

ed them I to exhibit ſome miracle, as a proof

M 2

Y

5 )

16

h
that

# Exod. v. I.

+ Ibid . 2 .

Although it is not mentioned that Pharaoh did alk

them for a miracle ; yet, as God had inſtructed them how to

act, when that Pharaoh ſhould require one of them ; (as well

knowing that he would ) and as they acted conformable there,1
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that they were not magicians, but the meſſengers

of God, (as Abarbanal obſerves ) “ Aaron caſt

down his rod , before Pharaoh, and before his fer

vants, and it became a ſerpent.” Hereupon the

magicians were called to confront him ; and they

having caſt down every man his rod, they in like

manner became ferpents Thus far then, both

parties exhibited equal ſigns of power ; but the

fuperiority of God's meſſengers foon appeared ;

for “ Aaron's rod ſwallowed up their rods."

But this miracle making no impreſſion on the

mind of Pharaoh, God proceeded by othermira

cles, to fhew his omnipotent power, in oppoſition

to their falſe deities ; by afflicting them with the

ten plagues ; and which were wrought in the four

elements ; as well as in the heavenly bodies : for

as Abarbanal obſerves, ſome were tranſacted in

groſſer elements of earth and water ; as the turn.

ing the waters into blood, and the plague of

frogs : both theſe were in the element of water.

The next three were produced from the earth :

and the remainder were performed in the lighter

elements of air and fire; as alſo by the ſuſpenſion

of the light and emanation of the heavenly lumi

to, it is naturally to be ſuppoſed, that he actually aſked them

for the miracle, before that Aaron threw down his rod. Sec

Abai banal on Exod . vii . 9. &c .

naries,
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1 naries, the Sun, Moon, and Stars, when he co

vered the land of Egypt with thick darkneſs for

three days. Theſe miracles were admirably cal.

culated to prove the falſity of their ideas concer

ning their deities ; as well as to puniſh them for

their fins, of idolatry &c . for as they highly ve

nerated the waters of the Nile, as being the fruit .

ful ſource of their choiceſt bleſſings ; inſomuch

that in their barbarouſly ſuperſtitious devotions

to this river, they ſtained its current with human

facrifices *. And alſo threw the males of the

children of Iſrael therein : the turning its water

into blood, was a juſt and ſuitable puniſhment

for ſuch bloody rites and cruelties : by chus de.

priving them of its bounty, in rendering its wa

ter, which was their common drink, unfit to be

drank ; and deſtroying its fiſh, ſo that they could

not eat them .

In like manner did all the other miracles tend

to convince them of his omnipotent power over

their falſe deities, and his particular providence

in the government of the world, and the pro

ir

or

11.

of

r.

1 :

1

• The Egyptians uſed annually, at the ceremony of

cutting down the dam of the Khalij, or great canal, to fa .

crifice a girl , or, as others ſay, a boy and a girl , to the Nile, as

a tribute to that river for all the benefits they received from

it. See Univer. Hift, Vol . lit. p . 172 .

tection
E
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tection of thoſe that ſerve him. This is manifeft

by the diſtinction made between the children of

Iſrael in the land of Goſhen , and the Egyptians,

during the whole progreſs of theſe plagues *

But the laſt of theſe miracles, viz, the death of

the firſt born ; was ſuch a manifeſt proof ofhis

power and ſovereignity, and a demonftration of

his taking particular cognizance of human tranſ

actions; and ſooner or later rewarding every man

according to his works, as could not be denied.

For, as he at firſt threatenedt, that if they would

not let his firſt born Iſrael go, and ſerve him, he

would Nay their firſt born : the accompliſhment

of that threat, made ſo great an impreſſion on

Pharaoh and all his people, that they not only

gave them leave to go , but forced them to de

part.

On this deſtruction of the firſt born of the E

gyptians, was inſtituted the ceremony of the re

demption of the firſt born of the Hebrews I; as

was alſo the Paſſover, &c. in order to fix laſting

traces on their minds, of the wonders which God

had worked for them : to perpetuate from gene

• See Exod . viii . 18--19.ix. 4-6--26. & x . 23 ,

Ibid . iv. 21--- 22 .

Ibid. xiii, 2-16 .

ration
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ration to generation, the memory of theſe great

events ; and to evidence the truth of them to the

whole earth , even down to our own times : for

the ceremony of the Paſſover, and the other feftis

vals, as well as the redemption of the firſt born

are all ſtrictly obſerved throughout the nation, at

this very day ; as proofs of the miracles perform -

ed for them at their deliverance from Egypt.

The Paſſover therefore, as well as the redemp

tion of the firſt born, which were inſtituted im

mediately in commemoration of the redemption

from Egypt, are, in themſelves a clear evidence,

and demonſtration of that event, as related by

DIVINE REVELATION ; more eſpecially , as a great

number of the other precepts contained in the

Mofaical laws, are founded * on the ſaid redemp

tion : and they are continually remindedt of their

fubjection in Egypt, and the degraded ſtate of

bondage, that they were there held in : it there .

fore, would be highly abſurd, to conceive it pof ..

ſible, that three or four millions ofpeople, could

fuffer themſelves to be impoſed on in ſuch a bare

• Exod. xxix, 46. Levit. xi . 45. xix. 36. xxij.

33. xxiii. 43 XXV . 38. 42. 55. and xxvi . 13. 45. Numb.

xv. 41. Deut. vi . 12. xii . 11. xvi. 3. and xxiv. 17 . Beſides

a number of other paſſages.

at Ibid . &c .

faced
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1

faced manner, by being continually told of the

degraded ſtate that they had been in : and unani

mouſly agreeing to accept of an inſtitution , ſaid to

be founded on a miraculous deliverance wrought

for them, if in fact, no ſuch deliverance had ever

taken place. A poſition like this, Sir, ſurely, no

deiſt, freethinker, or ſceptick , will be hardy e

nough to advance. Now , this inſtitution actually

took place at the very time of their departure

from Egypt, and hath continued to this day : ſo

that it is impoſſible to doubt the truth of it. In

deed, the miracles of Mofes bear ſuch evident

marks * of truth, being performed in fo public a

manner, and for ſuch wiſe purpoſes ; and on the

notoriety of which , ſeveral feſtivals and other pre

cepts were inſtituted , and immediately took place,

and continue in full force to this hour ; that it

really is aſtoniſhing how any rational perſon can

* The miracles of Moſes have four marks of authen

ticity peculiar to them, which evidently demonſtrate their di

vine origin : in the firſt place, they were objects of ſenſe :

that is, perceptible by the fenfes. Secondly , they were per

formed in the moſt public manner , in the preſence of feve

ral millions of people, who were all eye witneſſes ofthem :

and ſome miracles continued for a great number of years, as

the maena, &c . Thirdly , a great part of the cerenvonial law

is founded on them . Fourthly, chofe very precepts ' took

place from the time of their being performed , and have

continued the fame to this very day, without change or inno

vation.

doubt
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doubttheir authenticity. It muſt farther beob

ſerved , in ſupport of what Ihave advanced, that

God himſelf, when he came to give them the law ,

appealed to the truth ofthoſethings ofwhich they

were eye witneſſes *, and in whịch, as I may ſay,

parties concerned : he therefore does not ſay, -1

AM THE LORD THY GOD WHO MADE HEAVEN

AND EARTH : for of that, they were not eye wit

neſſes ; conſequently, they could neither affirm ,

or deny the ſame : But he ſays, I AM THE LORD

THY GOD, WHO BROUGHT THEE OUT OF THE

LAND or Egypt . Of this tranſaction, and the

miracles performed both antecedent and fubfe

quent to their departure from thence, they were

all living witneſſes : it being butfifty days ſince

their departure,and forty three ſince the Egypti

ans weredrowned in the ſea, whenthey wentover

dry shod. It therefore, is not only improbable,

but almoft impoſſible to imagine, that a whole

nation could be thus impoſed upon. Hence, it

neceſſarily follows, that as the precepts of the law

are founded on the redemption, and the miracles

which accompanied it ; and which were perform

ed in the preſence of thoſe to whom theſe pro

cepts were given, I ſay, it neceſſarily follows,

D

es

2:

1

• Sec R. Judah in Lib . Cozri .

N that
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chap. xix .

that the miracles were performed by a divine

power ; and that the precepts founded thereon,

are divine precepts : conſequently, we have here

a demonſtration of DiviNE REVELATION .

There is another proof of the divine million of

Moſes, that I can by no means omit mentioning;

(though in truth it needs not farther confirma

tion) I mean, God's ſpeaking to Mofes face to

face, in the preſence ofſix hundred thouſand men,

beſides women and children ; as mentioned Exod .

9. « And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes ,

Lo, I come unto thee in a thick cloud, that the

people may hear when I ſpeak with thee, AND

BELIEVE THEE FOR EVER .

This, Sir, was an eſpecial proof of the divine

miſſion ofMoſes; and indeed , a greater cannot

be required, as Moſes himſelf emphatically ex

preffes * it ; “ For aſk now of the days that are

paſt, which were before thee, ſince the day that

God created man upon the earth , and (aſk ) from

one end of the heaven unto the other, whether

there hath been (any ſuch thing) as this great

thing ( is ) , or hath been heard like it ? Did ( ever )

people hear the voice ofGod ſpeaking out of the

midſt of fire, as thou haſt heard ? " And it was

. Deut. iv . 32-33•

this,
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this, that God meant by the expreſſion, “ And

this (ſhall be) a ſign unto thee, THAT I HAVE

SENT THEE : when thou haſt brought forth the

people out of Egypt, ye ſhall ſerve God upon

this mountain * ."

For this was the effential proof of the divine

miſſion ofMoſes; becauſe, they not only heard

' God ſpeak to Moſes, but to themſelves likewiſe ;

and by which, they were fully ſatisfied of the exa

iſtence of the ſpirit of prophecy, as we find they

expreſſed themſelves t : “ And we have heard his

voice out ofthe midſt of the fire : we have ſeen

this day , that GOD DOTH TALK with man , and

he liveth. "

And what is ſtill a greater proof (if a greater

can be) of his divine miſſion , and that the nation

was fully convinced thereof, is, that they from

thenceforward, agreed to receive, as coming from

God, whatever he ſhould deliver to them ; be

cauſe, they were then fully fatisfied,of his miffi

on. Hear their own words. ..“ Now therefore

why ſhould we die ? for this great fire will con

fume us. Ifwe continue to hear the voice of the

LORD our God we ſhall dię. For who is there )

of all Aeſh that hath heard the voice of the liv...

?

[

1

• Exod. . 12. int Deute: 1..-24.

N 2 ing
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ing God, fpeaking our of the midft of the fire,

as we ( have) and lived ? Go thou'near, and hear

all that the Lord our God ſhall fay, and ſpeak

thou unto us ALL, that the LORD our God ſhall

ſpeak unto thee, AND WE WILL HEAR ( it ), AND

VO * ( it).

And, as it was by ſuch extraordinary mcans,

that they were brought to a firm belief in the dia

vine mifſion of Mofes, ſo hath it never been effa

ced from the Jewiſh nation : for, notwithſtanding

that they fell into idolatry , and other crimes ; yety

at no time whatever, did the nation deny the di .

vine miffion of Moſes, or abrogate his Laws. No;

Sir : not the deſtruction of our government, and

the confequent diſperſion ofthe nation ; the per

fecutions of Heathens and Chriftians, and the

almoſt univerfal. contempt of all nations , have

ever been able to root it out of our hearts. In

conſequence ofthis, the laws of Moſes have been

handed down to us, through ſo many ages and

revolutions, ever the fame, and ever reſpectable;

whilft nothingremains of ſo many forms of go

vernment of the rhoft renowned nations , but the

names of the lawgiversaffixed to fome fragments

of their laws. But this isnot all ; Notonly the

Jews, but two thirds of this habitable globe re

• Deut , P. a5-26-7, See alſo Exod. xx , 19 .

vore
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Verë theſe laws, and look upon Moſes as divinely

inſpired. What human government ever had

the like ſucceſs. ?

Compare this, now Sir, with the extraordinary

method that the great Lycurgus took to render

his laws immortal, and to cauſe them to be de .

livered down unchangeable to poſterity. “ To

bring this to paſs *, he called an extraordinary Ar:

ſembly ofall the People, he told them that he now

thought every thing reaſonably well eſtabliſhed ,

both for the Publick Happineſs, and improving

the virtue of each Particular ; but that there was

one thing ſtill behind, and that ofthe greateſt Im

portance, which he thought not fit to impart until

he had conſulted the Oracle : In the mean time

his Defire was, that they would punctually ob

ſerve his .Laws without any the leaſt alteration

until his Return from Delphi, and then he would

do as the God ſhould direct him. They all con

fented readily, and prayed him to haften his

Voyage ; but before he departed he adminiſtred

an Oath to the two Kings, the Senate, and then

to all the Commons, that they would inviolably

obſerve his Ordinances during his abſence. This

done, he fet fail for Delphi; when he came to the

Oracle, and had ſacrificed to Apollo, he aſked him ,

Whether the Laws he had eftabliſhed were ſufficient

• Plutarch's life of Lycurgus.
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to make a City virtuous and happy ? The Oracle '

anſwered, That bis Laws were excellent, and that

the City ſhould continue in the higheſt renown while

it obſerved the Polity of Lycurgus." He took this

Oracle in writing, and ſent it over to Sparta : and

then, having facrificed the ſecond time to Apollo,

and taken his leave of his Friends, and his Son ,

he reſolved that the Spartans ſhould never be re

leaſed from the Oath they had taken , but that

there he would put a voluntary end to his life,

He therefore made an end of himſelf by a total

Abſtinence fromMeat."! But notwithſtanding all

this, in about five centuries ; it was all forgot

ten ; and it moſt certainly would not have conti

nued ſo long ; but (as M. Dacier obſerves *, )

that the Spartans for a long time, had no wars

but in Peloponneſus. But as ſoon as their thirſt

of Empire had inſpired them with a deſign of

having naval forces, and entertaining foreign

Troops ; and there was a neceſſity of foreign mo

ney to pay them ; then their oáth availed ino more

againſt that neceſſity, than if ithad been a ſpider's

web : they did not ſo much as remember any

ſuch had ever been taken . Then were the laws'

of Lycurgus violated with a vengeance, and they

• Sec his Notes on Plutarch's life of Lycurgus,

were
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were no more thought of than if they had never

been.

And now Sir, give me leave to aſk you, on

what principles of philoſophy, can you account

for this great diſparity between the duration and

perpetuity of the laws of Moles, and thoſe of

Lycurgus : for, this duration, this perpetuity of

our laws, with the reſpect and veneration with

which they have been treated for ſo many ages,

and in ſo many climates, cannot be the effect

of chance. And can you account for it by

any natural means ? No Sir ; it is impoſſible !

The only ſolution is, that the one was the work

of nian ; conſequently fallible ; and liable to be

annulled . But the other, is the work of God ;

and therefore not ſubject to abolition ; for as the

Pſalmiſt ſays, “ Various are the imaginations in

the heart of man ; but it is the counſel of the

LORD alone that ſhall ſtand. The counſel of

the Lord ſhall ſtand for ever : ( and ) the pur

poſes of his heart to all generations. ” Yes Sir,

We here clearly perceive the finger of God : his

power and his wiſdom ſhine forth too confpicu .

ouſly to ſuffer the leaſt doubt to remain .

The feaſt of Pentecoſt, and Tabernacles, were

alſo founded on their redemption : the former,

in memory, of the delivery of the Law on imount

Sinai
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Sinai ; which was on the fiftieth day oftheirde

parture from Egypt : and the latter, as Scripture

expremy aſſerts, to commemorate the goodneſs *

of God , in the protection of the Iſraelites in the

wilderneſs Theſe three great feſtivals, viz.

Paſſover, Pentecoft, and Tabernacles, bear evi

dent marks oftheir divine inſtitution : and ſtrong

ly inculcate a divine providence : for they were

called feſtivals of appearance ; becauſe, thereon

all the males were to appear before the Lord in

Jeruſalem : ast is ſaid , “Three times in a year

1hall all your males appear before the LORD God,

the God of Iſrael. For I will caſt out the nati ,

ons before thee, and enlarge thy borders : nej

ther hall any man deſire thy land, when thou

goeſt up to appear before the LORD thy God,

three times in the year. Three times in a

year ſhall all thy males appear before the LORD

thy God, in the place which he ſhall chooſe : in

the feaſt of unleavened bread, and in the feaſt of

weeks, and in the feaſt of Tabernacles ; and they

Mall not appear before the Lord empty , Every

man ſhallgive as he is able, according to the bleſs

ing of the Lord thy Gud whịch he hath given

thee ."

17

* Levit . xxiii. 43 .

Exod . xxxiv. 23-24. Deut. xvi. 16-17 .

On
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On this inſtitution , I muſt obſerve, that in the

firſt place, it ſtrongly inculcates ( a's do moſt of

the precepts, thoſe ofthe land eſpecially ) a par

ticular providence; for they were to go up to Je .

ruſalem , to return thanks to God for their redemp

tion from Egypt, and for the land which God

had given to them, and the bleſſing he had beſtow

ed on the fruits of the earth, &c. For the Paff

over was inſtituted in memory oftheir going out

of Egypt in the month Abib *; and the feaſt of

weeks for the offering ofthe firſt fruits of wheat

harveſt t ; and the feaſt of Tabernacles, is called

the feaſt of ingathering, when they had fully go

in their harveſt : they therefore, as an acknow

ledgınent for theſe great benefits, were command

ed to offer freewill offerings, and give to the

Levite, the ſtranger, the fatherleſs, and the wi

dow, according to the bleſſing which the LORD

their God had given them : thereby, juftly attri

buting every benefit they enjoyed , to the boun .

tiful hand of providence.

Secondly, it clearly proves, that this law could

be none other, than a divine ordinance : for on

theſe feſtivals, all the males were commanded to

come up from all parts to Jeruſalem . (as above

mentioned ) Now, this is what no Legiſlator in

B

D

그

f

• Exod . xxxiv , 18.

O

# Ibid . 22.

his
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his ſenſes, ever dared attempt to do ; to leave the

land three times a year, to the defence of oldmen,

women , and children : promiſing them at the ſame

time, that no one ſhould take or deſire it. Who

ever attempted to riſk the ruin of his nation in

this manner ? more eſpecially when it is conſi

dered , by what kind ofneighboursthey were ſura

rounded ; and who were almoſt ever hoſtile to

thern. I ſay, who dared do ſo ? Who dared make

ſuch a promiſe, without running the riſk of bring.

ing inevitable ruin on the whole nation, but He

in whoſe hand the hearts of kings are as rivers of

waters, and who turneth them whitherſoever he

pleaſeth * ? He only, could thus promiſe to pro

tect their country in their abſence , againſt the in

curſions of their warlike neighbours ; and which,

was actually the caſe during all the time of their

obſervance of this precept : ſo that this may be

conſidered as a ſtanding miracle, and a demon

ſtration of the divine origin of the inſtitution of

theſe feſtivals.

We ſhallnow proceed to ſpeak of thoſe pre

cepts, that are more immediately connected with

the land ; when the divine origin of the Mofai

eal laws, will be farther demonſtrated.

* Prov . xxi. .

ANI
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All the ancient nations looked upon the diſtri

bution of lands, as a maſterpiece in politicks :

And give me leave to aſk you Sir, Where they

were more wiſely diſtributed than by our lawgiva

er ? The inftitutions of the famous Spartan le

giſlator, ſo highly extolled by the Greek writers,

muſt in this reſpect, yield the palm, to the He

brew Legiſlator: for in the diſtribution appointed

by him , every one out of the ſix hundred thou.

fand men fit for war, that entered the land of Ca

naan, was to have a portion of ground given to

him, ſufficient to maintain him and his family in

decent affluence.

This inheritance, Moſes informed them, was

given to them by God ; they held it immediately

from him, and were to conſider him, as the only

Lord ofthe land. Hence it was , that they were

commanded to offer the firſt fruits to Jehovah ;

when they were to make confeſſion * of his

goodneſs to them, in giving them the promiſed

land, and in beſtowing his bountiful bleſſing on

it.

They were alſo commanded to give tithes to

the Levites f &c. And, although you have been

fo ſevere againſt Chriſtian prieſts, for demanding

7 ,

+ Numb. xviii, 31. &c,* Deut. xxvi . 3. &c.

Deut. xxvi. 12. & c.

O 2 of
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of tithes ; yet, I think, you cannot in reafon, have

any objection to this inſtitution in the Mofaical

law : for, in the firſt place, as the whole tribe of

Levi, had no inheritance in the land ; and were

moreover fet apart for the ſervice of God, it was

but juſt, that they ſhould have wherewithal to

live ; God therefore ordered that the other tribes

ſhould give them tithes. And, fecondly, though

the Ifraclites were commanded to give tithes ;

yet, was it not lawful for the Prieſt * or Levite, ta

come and demand it as their right ; but only to

aſk for it , as a free gift of the huſbandman ; (who

might give it to whatſoever prieſt or Levite that

he chofe ) much lefs had they any power to take

it by force ; or to inſtitute a proceſs by law a

gainſt them for non payment : No Sir ; the give

* The prieſt had the great tithe, which was a fifticth

part, and was ſeperated before the tenth part for the Levite .

Note, Of the tenth which the Levite received , he was obli

ged to give a tenth to the prieſt ; (See Numb. xviii . 26. & c .)

and which was called the tithe- of tithes. Beſides, there was

the ſecond cithe, which the owner was obliged to eat in Jeru .

ſalem , or ſpend the value of it there, by redeeming it, and ad

ding a fifth part to it. In the third year it was eaten athome,

being ſpent upon the Levites, the poor, the fatherleſs, and

the widow : a will be ſhewn at large in a future Publication ,

wherein I ſhall treat of all the procepts of the Law of Mo.

ing
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ing of tithes was a voluntary act. God had in ,

deed commanded them to give tithes, as an ac

knowlcagment of their holding the land imme

diately from him ; ( and which no doubt, every

good Ifraelite would be very willing on that ac

count to do ; more eſpecially as they were pro

miſed an increaſed bleſſing in return ) but he by

no means authorized the prieſts or Levites, to

force it from them ; or in caſe of refuſal, to har

raſs them by law ſuits & c . Hence, there was no

ſuch quarrels and contentions between the prieſts

and people in the Jewiſh nation, as exiſts in ma

ny others ; and which is a demonſtration of the

divine wiſdom in the formation of this inftituti

on .

.

66 The

mine ;

Another thing that was continually to remind

them , that they held the land, as the immediate

gift of God, was, that the lands thus given to

them ,were to be abſolutely unalienable .

land fhall not be ſold for ever : for the land is

for ye are ſtrangers and ſojourners with

me.” ( Levit. xxv. 23 ) By this means, the com

ſtates of the Iſraelites were ſo unalterably fixed,

that no family could ruin itſelf, or grow too rich

and powerful : for the law ordained, that all e

ftates fold , ſhould return to the firſt owners, or

their heirs, at the year of the Jubilee. Thus, the

lands
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lands paſſed from the fathers to the children, and

were to remain for ever in the ſame tribe * and

family. This law was the effect of deep and wiſe

policy. It perpetuated all the advantages of the

firſt diſtribution ; and by confining the citizen to

his originalſpot, endeared it to him ; and excited

in him a love of induſtry and frugality. It re

preſſed avarice, and reſtrained the ambitious

ſchemes of great landholders ; it prevented the

oppreſion ofthe poor,and took away all cauſe of

jealouſy, diſcontent, faction, and all thoſe evils

which other common wealths vainly endeavoured

to remedy by their agrarian laws.

But the greateſt proof ofa divine providence

was inculcated by the law, that ordained the ob

ſervance of the Sabbatical year, and year of Ju

bilee. On theſe years, there was to be a total

ceſſation from all manner of agriculture, “ Butt

in the ſeventh year ſhall be a ſabbath of reſt unto

the land , a fabbath for the LORD : thou halt nei

ther fow thy field nor prune thy vineyard. That

which groweth of its own accord of thy harveſt,

thou ſhalt not reap, neither gather the grapes of

* Numb. xxxvi . 7-9. And by which law , an heir

efs was obliged to marry in her father's tribe ; that the inhe .

ritance might not be removed from one tribe to another.

+ Levit. XXV ; 4 .

chy
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thy vine undreſſed in Jubilee ſhall that fifti

eth year be unto you : ye ſhall not fow , neither

reap that which groweth of itſelf in it *, & c."

They were not only forbidden to low , but were

alſo prohibited from gathering the ſpontaneous

product ofthe fields and fruit trees , but all was to

be in common ; for the poor and the beaſts of the

field + , &c.

On the fabbatical year, there was alſo to be a

full diſcharge of all money lent to the poor ;

the end of every ſeven years thou ſhalt make a

releaſe. And this is the manner of the releaſe ;

Every creditor that lendeth ought unto his neigh

bour, ſhall releaſe it, he ſhall not exact it of his

neighbour, or his brother, becauſe it is called the

Lord's releaſe [ .” This was a moſt humane

and benevolent law, in regard to the poor debt

ors, not to be equalled in any legiſlature.

The Jubilee year was diſtinguiſhed from the

fabbatical year, by the following ordinances.

Firſt, it was a year of general releaſe of purchaſed

ſervants. Even ſuch as at the end of their ſix

year ſervices had voluntarly refuſed to accept of

their freedom , and in conſequence had their ears

bored $ in token of perpetual fervitude, were ne

-3

* Levit, xxv . 11 .

Deut. xv. 1-20

* Exod . xxiii. 11 .

$ Exod. xxi , 6:

vertheleſs
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vertheleſs ſet free at the Jubilee ; for in the fifti

eth year, they were to “ proclaim liberty through

out all the land, unto all the inhabitants therea

of * , "

Secondly, In this year, all eſtates that had

been ſold, were to return to their former propri

etors, or to the families to which they originally

belonged ; ſo that no family could be funk and

ruined, and doomed to perpetual poverty ; as

the family eſtate could not be alienated for more

than fifty years †. The nearer , therefore, that

the Jubilee was, the leſs was the value of the

purchaſe ofan eſtate f.

Theſe laws if viewed in a political light cannot

be ſufficiently admired : for they effectually pre

vented the too great oppreſſion of the poor, as

well as their being liable to perpetual Navery,

By this means, the rich were alſo prevented from

accumulating lands upon lands ; and a kind of

equality was preſerved through all their families,

Levit . XXV. 10.

+ This law of the Jews ( ſays Dr. Jennings) was famous

among the Heathens, ſome of whom copied after it. Diodorus

Siculus ſays, It was not lawful for the Jews to fell their inhe

ritances . ( Diod. Sicul. lib . 40.) And Ariſtotle in his politicks,

(Lib. 2. cap. 7. & lib . 6. cap . 4. ) ſays of the Locrians, that

they were prohibited by their laws from ſelling their ancient

poffeffions. Levit . xxv. 16.

Never
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Never was there any people* ſo effectually ſecur

ed of their liberty and property, as the Iſraelites

were ; for God not only engaged ſo to protect

theſe invaluable bleſſings by tis providence, that

they ſhould not be taken away from them by

others ; but alſo provided in a particular man

ner, by this law, that they ſhould not be thrown

away by their own folly ; ſince the property ,

which every man, or family, had in the original

diviſion of the land of Canaan, ' could not be ſold,

or any way alienated for above half a century, at

the utmoſt.

It hath already been ſhewn, that excluſive of

the humane and beneficent laws, which took

place in the Sabbatical and Jubilee years, in fa

vour of the poor, the ſervants, &c. they were not

permitted to fow or reap, &c. The queſtion there

fore is, what were they to eat when they were thus

deprived of the produce of their eſtates every

ſeventh year ? The wiſe Lawgiver was fully fen

ſible of this objection, and therefore provided a

full anſwer to it, “ And if ye ſhall ſay, What

ſhall we eat the ſeventh year ? behold, we ſhall

not ſow , nor gather in our increaſe : Then I will

command my bleſſing upon you in the ſixth year,

ES

u

• Sce Jennings antiq. B. 3. C. 1o . p 301 .

P and
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and it ſhall bring forth fruit for three years."

This promiſe ( and which was faithfully perform

cd , while they on their part fulfilled the condi

tions on which ic was promiſed ) is an evident de

monſtration ofthe divine inſtitution of this law
i

for here could be no counterfeit: no juggle : ſuch

extraordinary fruitfulneſs every ſixth year, muſt

plainly fhew , that the promiſe could only be made

by the Creator of all things, the ſupreme LORD

of the whole world. No human legiſlator, ever

durft attempt to make fuch a promiſe ; and that

for his own credit, the credit of his laws, and the

fafety of his nation, which might be greatly en

dangered, by having a famine brought upon the

land, in caſe of failure of the promiſe ; and which

it was not in the power of any mortal to prevent.

But in the hiſtory of the Hebrews, we have ſuch

a manifeſt proof of the faithful performance of

this promiſe, that when the nation did not fulfil

the conditions of it on their part, they were not

only puniſhed with famine t, but they were alſo

carried captive into a ſtrange country, and their

land lay waſte for ſeventy years, till it had fulfilled

the ſabbatical years which they had not obſerved ;

agreeable to what Mofes, by the command of

. Levit. xxv . 20. 21 .

See 1 King. xviii. 2. 2 King. vi. 25. viii. s . & XXV. 3.

God
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God had threatened and foretold ſo many hundred

years before it came to paſs * : and which is ſuch

an evident demonſtration of the divine miſſion of

Moſes, as in my humble opinion cannot be con

troverted. Let the deep Politician, the conſum

mate Stateſman , and the grave Philoſopher that

ſtudies the human heart ; who looks into the vo.

lume of nature, inveſtigates nature's laws, and de

duces effects from cauſes ; weigh, examine, and

ſearch into the minuteſt detail ofthe laws ofMo

ſes, and he will be convinced of the divine legiſ

lature of Mofes.

And, now Sir, let us conſider your ridiculous

affertion , that, “there is no affirmative evidence

that Moſes is the author of thoſe bookst;” What !

no affirmative evidence, you ſay ! In the firft

.place, does not Moſes himſelf tell us that he was

the author of them ? “ And Mofes wrote this law ,

and delivered it unto the priests the fons ofLevi,

which bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD

and unto all the elders of Iſrael I.-And it

1

Compare Levit. xxvi. 34-35 . with 2 Chron . xxxvi.

21 . See alſo Jerem , xxxiv. 8– 22. where you will find,

how exactly the denunciation of Mofes, for the non obſer

vance of the Sabbatical and Jubilee years, was exactly ful

filled in every particular. Ought we then any longer to doubt

of the divine miſfion of Moſes ?

f page 6. 1 Deut. xxxi, 9.

P2 camc
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came to paſs when Mofes had made an end of

writing the words of this law in a book ; until

they were finiſhed* ;” Thus he aſſures us, that he

wrote the whole law, till it was perfectly com

plete.

Secondly, as above ſhewn, the precepts con

tained in the law, were founded on his bringing

the nation out of Egypt ; and which have been ob

ſerved by the whole nation to this day : from the

time of Moſes to Joshua ; and from him to the

time of the Judges ; to David and Solomon ;

and during the exiſtence of the temple which the

latter built . By all thoſe that were carried cap

tive to Babylon : by thoſe that returned from

thence with Ezra, as alſo thoſe that ſtaid behind

in Chaldea + , Aſſyria, and other Eaſtern provin

ces : by the Jews that have reſided for time im

memorial in Cochint, and who had no intercourſe

with

Deut. xxxi. 24.

+ For but a few of them returned from Babylon : and

thoſe of the poorer fort.

* It is suppoſed that they were carried there at the de

ſtruction of the firſt temple . They certainly muſt have been

ſettled a long while in the country : for it is near fifteen hun

dred years, ſince the Emperor Irway Barrimine, granted per

miffion to Joſeph Rabin (the prince or governor of the Jews

at Cochin ) to wear the five colours, thefalutation , riding on

borfrs
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with the other Jews , till the Dutch came to trade

there. By the Jews of Spain, who were carried

captive there, at the deſtruction of the firſt tem

ple*; as Abarbanal obſerves. By all thoſe Jews

that were carried captive, at the deſtruction of

the ſecond temple, and diſperſed all over the

globe. By Joſephus ; by the compilers ofthe

Miſhna and the Talınud : by that great leonary

Maimonides, who lived in the elevenih Centu .

ry, and in his comment on the Miihna, drew up

the articles of faith of the Jews : they conſiſt of

thirteen articles : three of them have reſpect to

Moſes and his law : viz . the ſeventh, which is

the belief of the great degree of the prophecy of

Moſes : the eighth is “ the belief that the law is

from God ; that is," as he obſerves, “ we are to

believe all the law which we now have, is the

very ſame law given to Moſes : and that he re

ceived it all from the mouth of God, the hiſtori .

cal part as well as the preceptive : and no one

elſe knew ofſuch hiſtorical facts, or had any ſuch

7

1

borſes or elephants, to convert any of the five nations to his reli .

gion, &c, &c . according to the patent engraved on copper,

and preſerved by the Jews at Cochin ; a copy of which is now

before me. At that time, they were already pretty numerous

there , and ſeemed to be in great favour; conſequently they

muſt have been ſettled there ſome length of time before.

* Abarbanal on the laſt chap. of 2 Kings.

ſource
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ſource of information ; and therefore he was call .

ed ppina a ſcribe ; becauſe he acted as one that

wrote from the mouth of another : for which rea .

fon, we ſeldom or ever find him ſpeaking in his

own perſon, but as one that is copying from a

book, or what another is rehearſing to him ,” &c.

By this, you may alſo clearly perceive what little

force there is in your pitiful objection , that the

“ books cannot be written by Moſes, becauſe they

are written in the third perſon. ”-It is indeed, ſo

weak, that I am ſurpriſed, a perſon of your ſaga

city ſhould adopt it . But when I conſider, that

almoft all your objections, are taken from one in

fidel writer or another, my wonder is turned into

contempt. The ninth, is the belief of the im

mutability of the law .” This Sir, is a part of the

confeſſion of faith oftheJews at preſent: and has

always been ſo, from Moſes to the preſent hour ;

and you cannot produce any period from the time

ofMoſes till now, that it has not been their faith :

for even the Samaritans, (who never received but

the five books of Moſes ) the Sadducees, and the

Karites, thoſe enemies to tradition, all held the

fame. And which alſo thews the abſurdity of

what you affert, that theſe books were “ written

by ſome very ignorant and ftupid pretenders

to authorſhip, ſeveral hundred years after the

death
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death ofMoſes .” For at no time whatever, could

a fpurious hiſtory be impoſed upon them, with

out ſome one ſtarting up to detect it. It there.

fore is incumbent on you to prove at what time

it could have been done : for aſſertions without

proof, are of no weight ; eſpecially in a cauſe of

ſuch importance. What ! ignorant pretenders

to authorſhip, write the books of Moſes ? If you

were poſſeſſed of the leaſt knowledge of the fa .

cred language,you would eaſily be able to difcern ,

that the purity and elegance of the diction *

gives the lie to your aſſertion . Let any one but

compare theſe books ( in the original) with the

writings that are known to have been written ſome

hundred years after the death of Moſes, immedi

ately after their return from Babylon, by Ezra,

&c, and they will be fully convinced of the truth

of what I have advanced and the futility of what

you have afferted .

Beſides, at ' what time could ſuch an innovation

take place ? at what time did the nation firſt

• As to his prophetic Poem in Deut. if we conſider

the purity of the diction, the grandeur and ſublimity of the

ſentiments, the force and beauty of the imagery, and the har

mony of the numbers ; {being the true ſententious ſtyle, chia

racteriſtic of Hebrew poetry) we hall find , that it has never

been ſurpaſſed by any of the other Prophets ; nor could it e

ved bc imitaced by any of them ,

ſubmit
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ſubmit to this impoſition ? to be obliged to offer

their tiiſt fruits, to give tithes to the Prieſts, the

Levites, the poor, the fatherleſs, and the widow ;

to be compelled to leave their habitacions three

times in a year, and come from the moſt diftant

parts to Jeruſalem , ( leaving the whole country

to the defence of old men, women and children )

and bring free gifts with them : to let their lands

lay waſte every ſeventh, and every fifçieth year ;

and thereon to remit all debts, leț all purchaſed

ſervants go free, and all eſtates return to their

firit owners ? I ſay, when could all this have been

introduced ? for there was no time from the time

of Moſes to this hour, when ſuch an impoſturę

could have been accompliſhed, without being

detected . Is it to be imagined, that the whole

body ofthe nation ſhould concur in carrying on

ſuch a fraud againſt themſelves, and that there

ſnould not be found one among them, that had

either ability or honeſty, to diſcover it ? Nay ,

That all Iſrael for upwards of three thouſand

years, through the ſeveral periods of their com

mon.wealth, the revolutions of empires, and the

viciſſitudes of time; in proſperity and adverſity ;

during a long and dreadful exile, diſperſion, po

verty , and perſecution , ſuch as no nation ever

fuffered ; ſhould yet, continue to act in a man

ner ,
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per, that evinceth the ſtrongeſt conviction of the

divine origin of the law of Moſes; though, accor .

ding to your affertion, there is not the leaſt foun

dation for ſuch a rational belief ? Surely, thera

are none ſo credulous as to be capable of believ .

ing ſuch things as theſe.

It is alſo well known, that other legiſlators have

pretended to divine inſpiration, but they were

ſcarcely believed, even during their lives, and this

belief foon vaniſhed away. But this is not the

caſe in regard to the divine legation of Moſes :

No Sir : Our Anceſtors believed it, and their def

cendants do fo to this day : And not only they,

but the greater part of the inhabitants of this

globe: Heathens *, Chriſtians, and Mahometans,

• It muſt add great weight to the arguments in ſup

port of the authenticity of the Pentateuch , when it is confi

dered, that the great and leadıog facts ( as Dr. Shaw obferves

in his hiſtory and philoſophy of Judailin , p . 353.) in the

Moſaic hiſtory ſeem to have been known to Pagan writers of

the greateſt antiquity, and are handed down in their works,

with tuch evident reſemblance in their features, as muſt dilo

cover the original from which tney were copied, notwithſtand

ing all the artful diſguiſe which their pride made them uſe

to conceal it. This analogy betwixt Scripture hiſtory and

Heathen mythology, learned men have traced in a great va.

riety of inſtances ; ſome reſpecting the Creation ; and others

the flood, Noah, Abraham , Ifaac, Joſeph, Moſes, &c. See

Shaw, P 353. Notes

who
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who though ſo oppoſite in their religious ſenti

ments ; agreeing in nothing, but in their hatred

and contempt of the nation ; yet, all concur in

the belief ofthe divine miſſion of Moſes. Whence

then this difference Sir ? Is it not becauſe impo.

ſition vaniſhes, but truth ſtands the teſt ?

And now *, Mr. Paine, and ye Deifts and In

fidels of every deſcription, who have written with

ſuch acrimony, abuſe, and indecent levity, againſt

the authority of the books of Moſes, what have

ye to ſay ? Will ye with all this mafs of evidence

againſt you, and ſtaring you in the face, ſtill have

the aſſurance to take up your pens, and continue

to impoſe on the weak , the ignorant, and unwary ,

by aſſerting, that the work of the inſpired pen

man is nought but fiction, when it is as evident

as demonſtration can make truth appear, that it

all is the word ofGod. What ſhadow of pretence

have ye now to produce, for continuing the im

moral and blaſphemous charge ? What have ye

Itill to offer againſt the pure, juſt, moral, hu

mane, and truly benevolent religion of Mofes ?

Is there a virtue that it does not inculcate, or

a vice that it does not condemn ? In ſhort,

whatever can render a inan reſpectable in his

• Alluding to Mr. Paine's abutive addreſs to the

pritlts. Scę pods

own
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own eyes, and dear to his fellow creatures : what

ever can inſure the peace and happineſs of ſocie

ty, and make man happy, both here and here

after, is there placed in the liſt ofduties.

It is no wonder then to find even Moſes him

ſelf ſtruck with admiration at the excellence of

theſe laws ; and to hear him break out in a tran

ſport, thus “ And what nation is there ſo great,

that hath ſtatutes and Judgements ſorighteous, as

all this law which I ſet before you this day.”

• Deat. iv. %.

I am &c.

1

LFT .



L E T T E R

SIR,

BEFOREItake leave of the Pentateuch, i
Thall take notice of another objection you

have made to the books of Moſes being the word

of God, becauſe as you ſay, it is therein ſaid,

“ that chey (the Iſraelites ) came by ſtealth upon

whole nations of people, who as the hiſtory it

ſelf ſhews, had given them no offence ; that they

put all thoſe nations to theſword : that theyſpared

neither age nor infancy ; tbat they utterly deſtroyed

men, women , and children ; that they left not aſoul

to breathe. The Bible tells us, that thoſe aff .

aſſinations were done by the expreſs command of

God. To believe therefore the Bible to be true,

we
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we muſt unbelieve all our beliefin the moral juſt

tice ofGod ; for wherein could crying or fini

ling infants offend ? ” This objection, ( as are al

moſt all thoſe that you have brought againſt the

Bible ) is not new ; it has been urged by Vol .

taire , Bolingbroke, Morgan, &c. and often refu

ted by ſeveral writers ; fome in one manner, and

ſome in another : whether what I Mall advance

on the ſubject will be more ſatisfactory, mut be

left to the opinion of the candid and judicious

reader.

I have already obſerved *, that God called À

braham , and ſelected him and his family, to be

the repoſitory of the ſacred oracles , and to hand

down the knowledge of the true worſhip of God;

and his Unity, &c . God therefore promiſed

Abraham to give his poſterity the land of Caa

naan , with a deſign to make them a ſeperate peo

ple, to preſerve them from the infection of idola .

trous principles, which were then fo prevalent.

Now, it is well known that the Canaanites, as well

as the Egyptians,were deep ſunk in idolatry ; and

which had ſo far prevailed among them , that they

facrificed their children to Moloch : “ for every

abomination to the LORD which he hateth, have

they done unto their gods ; for even their fons

• Sec page 8c.

and

1
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and their daughters they have burnt in fire to

their gods*.” And , thefe abominable practices,

feem in a manner, to have been authorized not

only by cultom , but by ſome command. « Af

ter the doings of the land of Egypt wherein ye

dwelt Thall ye not do ; and after the doings of the

land of Canaan whither I bring you, fhall ye not

do : neither ſhail ye walk in their ordinances t ."

This ſhews that, their barbarous rites, were found

ed on certain laws and ſtatutes ; for this is what the

word ciinand properly ſignifies. And indeed,

nothing leſs than a pretence to ſome direction of

ſacred authority, could induce them to act fo con-.

trary to all natural and moral principles. But

by ſuch pretended laws , they could allow and re

commend inceſtuous I marriages g and the facri

# Deut . xii . 31 . + Levit. xviii. 34

The Magians allowed a man to marry, not only his

filter or his daughter, but alſo his mother ; and it went fo far

with that ſect in the practice, that in the facerdotal cribe,

he that was born of this laſt and worſt ſort of inceft, was

looked upon as the beſt qualified for the facerdotal function :

none being eſteemed among them more proper for the high

eſt ſtations in it, than thoſe that were born of mothers who

conceived them of their own fons. See Prideaux . Con

nect. Part ift. B. 4. p. 262. and the authors he quotes.

§ Hence we may ſee how juſly ſtrict the law of Moſes

was in regard to unlawful and inceſtuoas marriages, & c. Sec

Levit. xviii. 6. & c .

ficing
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ficing of innocent children . For this exceſs of

vice, we find them remarkable, as early as the

tiine when the promiſe of their country was made

to Abraham * This being the cafe, how can we

complain, if God, after having beheld their abo

minable practices fut ſuch a ſpace of cime,and per

ceiving no ſigns of repentance and reformation

among them , ihould at length punith thein with

a moſt awful ſeverity : and thus, not only put an

end to their abounding wickednels, but alſo make

others, and particularly the Iſraelites , who were

to poſſeſs their country, ſtand in awe, and dread

the danger of imitating them in their abominar:

ons ; as Moſes ſayst, “ Defile not ye yourſelves

in any of theſe things ; for in all theſe the nations

are defiled which I caft our before you . And the

land is defiled : therefore I do viſit the iniquity

thereof upon it, and the land itself vomiteth out

her inhabitants . Ye ſhall therefore keep my fla

tutes and my judgements, and ſhall not commit

any
of theſe abominations ; That the land

ſpew not you out alſo, when ye defile it , as it

ſpewed out thenationsthat were belove you ."

Now, if conſidered in this iight, the excipatioa

1

1

54

. Gen. xv . 16. • For the iniquity o ; the Ainorites

is not yet full.

Levit.xviii.24 --- 25--28,
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of thoſe nations, muſt appear to be no more than

a juſt viſitation of the Divine diſpleaſure, for their

atrocious wickedneſs. The Ifraelites are there

fore to be conſidered , in this matter, as no more

than the inſtruments of the Divine vengeance.

And why might not Jehovah, the beſtower, and

therefore the ſovereign of life, with equal juſtice

cut off theſe finful nations and their pofterity , by

the intervention of human agents , as deſtroy them

by an earthquake, inundation , fire from heaven ,

famine, peſtilence, or any ſimilar judgment ; in

which caſe , ſmiling and crying infants, muſt alſo

have equally ſuffered ? Had God then thought

proper to havę deſtroyed them thus, we ſhould

have revered, without daring to blame, ſuch a

tremendous diſplay of his juſtice and power ;

where then I fain would aſk , is the material diffe .

rence ? In either caſe, his conduct is equally jufy

tifiable .

But that which I would principally infift upon ,

is , that the Ifraelites were not abſolutely command

ed to extirpate the Canaanites : and for the bete

ter underſtanding of which, it is neceſſary to take

notice of a part * of the military laws of the He

brews :

* I do not mean to treat here of the whole of the mi .

Hilary laws of the Jews , ( as having reſerved that, for the

fu
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ht

brews : which is as follows. “ When thou com

cft nigh unto a cicy to fight againſt it, then pro

claim peace unto it . And it ſhall be, if it make

thee anſwer of peace, and open unto thee, then

ſhall it be that all the people that is found therein ,

ſhall be tributaries unto thee, and they ſhall ſerve

thee. And if it will make no peace with thee,

but will make war againſt thee, then ſhalt thou

beſiege it : And when the LORD thy God hath

delivered it into thine hands, thou ſhalt ſmite

every male thereof with the edge of the ſword .

But the women, and the little ones, and the cat

tle, and all that is in the city, even all the ſpoil

thereof, ſhalt thou take unto thyſelf: and thou

ſhalt eat the ſpoil of thine enemies, which the

LORD thy God hath given thee. Thus ſhalt thou

do unto all the cities which are very far off from

thee, which are not of the cities of theſe nations.

But of the cities of theſe people, which the LORD

thy God doth give thee for an inheritance : thou

ſhalt ſave alive nothing that breathech : But thou

Thalt utterly deſtroy them, namely, the Hittites ,

and the Amorites, the Canaanites, and the Per

rizites, the Hivites, and the Jebuſites, as the

21

future Publication, already mentioned in thefe Letters) but

only of ſuch part, as ſerves to illuſtrate the ſubject in queſ

gjon .

R LORD
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1

Lord thy God hath commanded thee *.” When

this paſſage is duly conſidered, we ſhall find ,

that, firſt, they were obliged to ſend them an of

fer of peace : for this law was general, as “ When

thou goeft forth to battle againſt thine enemies to

&c. When thou comeſt nigh unto a city to fight

againſt it.” &c. There was no diſtinction in

this caſe ; it did not matter, whether they were

far or near, in regard to the proclamation of

peace : for thus is it underſtood by all our Rab.

bins I, who obſerve, that they were obliged to

offer peace to the ſeven nations, as did Moſes

to Sihon : (Numb. xxi. 21. ) and if they anſwer

ed peace ; then were they to become tributa

ry, and be permitted to remain in the country on

condition of their renouncing idolatry, and ob

ferving the ſeven precepts of the ſons ofNoah .

The real diſtinction therefore between theſe, was

this,

Deut. xx . 10-15. # Ibid . 1 .

When I mention the Rabbins, I wiſh to be under

ſtood, as ſpeaking of the ancient Mifhnical Doctors, the Tal

mudifts, &c , who flourished after the Babylonith captivity ,

during the time of the ſecond temple, & c .

į Theſe precepts, are as follows : Firſt, Not to com

mit idolatry . Second , Not to blaſpheme, but to worſhip the

true God . Third, to appoint and conſtitute juſt and up .

right Judges ; that juſtice may be impartially adminiſtered to

all . Fourth, Not to commit inceſt. Fifth , not to commit

muder. Sixth , Not to rob, or ſteal, &c. Seventh, Not to

cat a member of any living creature : that is, the fielh of any.

beaſt taken irom it when it was alive .
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this, that if the nations who were far off, refuſed ,

to make peace, they were to kill all the males ;

that is , all thoſe that bore arms, for then every

man was a ſoldier ; and they were not allowed to

kill any but thoſe that oppoſed them , as already

mentioned * . It therefore muſt be obſerved,

that this is a permiſſion, not an order given : they

were allowed to kill thoſe that oppoſed them,

and none elſe : and therefore the women and

children, were to be preſerved alive. But, if any

of the cities of the ſeven nations refuſed to make

peace with them, then they were not to ſave a.

live any thing that breatheth : and the reaſon is

immediately given ; " That they teach you not

to do after all their abominations, which they

have done unto their gods, ſo ſhould ye ſin againſt

the LORD your God I.” But if they were will.

ing to make peace, Iſrael was obliged to make

peace with either of them ; whether thoſe that

.

* p. 46 .

4 This was a proper leſſon of humanity, fitted to thoſe

Darbarous times, and given to our fathers, to oblige them to

abftain from thoſe ſhocking practices, which all nations then

indulged themſelves in : and which in later times, the moſt

poliſhed nations, the Perſians, the Greeks, and the Romans,

& c . under kings, and commanders the moſt famed for gen

tleneſs and benevolence practiſed ; as will be ſhown atlarge,

in treating of all the Precepts of the Mofaical Law ; in the

friture Publication already mentioned. Deut. xx . 18.

R 2 were
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were far off, or thoſe that were near; all were

equal in this particular. And therefore our Rab

bins ſay, that upon Joſhua's entering the land of

promiſe, he publiſhed three proclamations ; firſt,

" that thoſe inclined to make peace, ſhould have

peace granted to them. Second, thoſe that meant

to war, ſhould have war. And third , thoſe that

wiſhed to depart, might freely depart.” Hence

it is manifeft, that they were obliged to offer

them peace : and which is plain, from Joſhua xia

19-20. “ There was not a city that made peace

with the children of Iſrael, ſave the Hivites the

inhabitants of Gibeon : all other they took in bat

tle. For it was of the LORD to harden their

hearts that they ſhould come againſt Iſrael in

battle, that he might deſtroy them utterly, and

that they might have no favour, but that he might

deſtroy them, as the LORD commanded Moſes.”

And which, plainly implies, that ifthey had not

been ſo obſtinate, as to engage in a war with the

Ifraelites, and to appear in arms againſt them ,

but had repented, and ſubmitted to their propo

fals, they would have been ſaved, inſtead of being

put to death ; conſiſtent with the divine com

mand concerning their exciſion. If therefore the

Canaanites met with deſtruction from the victo

rious ſword of the Iſraelites, they had none but

themſelves to blame. By complying with the

rca
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reaſonable terms offered to them, it was in their

power to prevent it.

I am however aware, that the caſe of the Gia

beonites may be urged as an exception to the po

ſition here laid down : as we find the Iſraelites

expreſſing themſelves in the following terms to

them, “ Peradventure ye dwell among us ; and

how ſhall we make a league with * you ? " By

which, it would appear at firſt view, that they

could not make peace with any of thoſe nations :

but this objection, will inſtantly vaniſh , when the

exact meaning ofthe words made uſe of by the

Gibeonites is clearly underſtood : for they did

not ſimply aſk for peace, but ſaid, “ now there

fore make ye a league withtus.” That is, as the

Ifraelites underſtood it, to treat them as confe

derates, as allies ; to admit them to a league of

equal right and privilege, ſuch as one indepen

dant ſtate enters into with another. And which

the Iſraelites could by no means comply with ;

becauſe they were ſo often commanded not to

make a covenant with them, left it ſhould be a

ſnare to them ; (See Exod. xxiii. 34. xxxiv. 12

15. & Deut. vii. 2. ) they therefore faid , how

can I make a league with you, ſeeing it is ſo ſtrict

ly forbidden to make a covenant with any of

1

}

• Joſh . ix . 7 + Ibid . 6 .

there
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theſe nations ; although we are permitted to let

them live, on their aſking for peace, and ſubmit

ting to the conditions annexed thereto : viz. the

renouncing all idol worſhip , and becoming tri

butary. This, is manifeſt from the manner in

which they behaved to the Gibeonites, when they

found that they were of the ſeven nations ; for

otherwiſe, no oath could have been binding on

the Iſraelites, ( much leſs one obtained by fraud )

to oblige them to violate the command of God,

in ſuffering thoſe to live that he had doomed to

die. This may alſo be farther proved from the

Jenicy ſhewn to the inhabitants of Gezer *; to

Rahab t, and to the family in Bethel | : from all

which, it is demonftrable, that if the Canaan

ites had repented, and ſubmitted to renounce all

their idol worſhip, and become tributary, they

would not have been cut off. But their abo

minable and atrocious wickedneſs was the only,

and ſole cauſe oftheir exciſion : and clearly ſhews

the futility of your objection.

• Jofhu, xvi.

of vi. 22• i Judg. i. 26 .

I am &c.

LET.
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SIR,

1

G

18

YOU
OU obſerve (p . 18 ) “ I proceed to the book

of Joſhua, and to ſhew that Joſhua is not

the author ofthat book , and that it is anonymous,

and without authority .” I ſhall not ſpend my

time te ſhew how unconnected your concluſion

is with your premiſes ; as the learned Bishop of

Landaff, has clearly pointed out the fallacy of

your argument, by ſhewing that, a book may be

anonymous, and yet notyet not be without authority. I

therefore do not mean to contend with you, con

cerning Joſhua's writing the book that bears his

name, becauſe I am convinced he did not write it :

for it is no where ſaid that he wrote it, as is tef

tified

i
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tified ofMofes: ( as above mentioned , page 107 )

but only after Joſhua had delivered his exhorta

tion , it ſays *, “ And Joſhua wrote theſe words

in the book of the law of God, and took a great

Itone, ” &c . Ifthen , he had written the whole

book, it would alſo have been mentioned ; I there

fore am of opinion, with the learned Abarbanal,

( See his preface to Joſhua) that the Prophet Sa

muel wrote the books of Joſhua ( except the part

which Joſhua wrote himſelf,) Judges, Ruth, and

a part of the book that bears his name ; and which

was finiſhed by Nathan the prophet, and Gad the

ſeer ; (as mentioned i Chron. xxix. 29. ) but all

this, does not deduct from their authenticity, or

invalidate their authority in the leaſt : as even on

this ſcheme, they were written by the Prophets ;

and are very properly called the word of God,

from the words above quoted ; where what Jo

fhua wrote , is ſaid to be written in the law of

God : and alſo becauſe they direct us to the true

worſhip of God, by clearly pointing out to us the

merciful dealings of God towards Iſrael; and

whịch is the great end and purpoſe, for which

they were deſigned ; for the principal end of the

book of Jolhua, is to teſtify that all the promiſes

which God made to our anceſtors Abraham , I.

ز

Johu, xxiv , 26 .

faac,
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· faac, and Jacob, as recorded in the law of God

by the hands of Moſes, concerning the conqueſt

and poffeffion of the land, were all fully accon

pliſhed : and of which, Joſhua himſelf bare wit

nets in his public exhortation to Iſrael, in his old

age, “ And behold, this day I am going the way

of all the earth : and ye know in all your hearts,

and in all your ſouls, that not one thing hath

failed of all the good things which the LORD

your God ſpake concerning you ; all are come to

paſs unto you, and not one thing hath failed

thereof *.” And which was a manifeſt proof of

the divine miſſion of Moſes ; as every thing that

he had predicted was fully accompliſhed . And

which muſt undoubtedly have made a great im

preſſion on their minds, by convincing them of

the omnipotent power ofDivine providence ; and

thus induce them ſtrictly to adhere to the worſhip

of the true God ; and to which , che admonition

of Joſhua alſo greatly tended, by placing before

them the dreadful conſequence of diſobedience,

« Therefore it ſhall come to paſs, that as all the

good things are come upon you , which the LORD

your God promiſed you ; ſo ſhall the Lord bring

upon you all the evil things, until he have de

ſtroyed you from off this good land which the

• Jofh . xxiii. 14 .

S LORD
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LORD your God hath given you * "
And the

good effects ofall this , m.y be eaſily perceived ;

firſt, in the affair of the altar railed by the children

of Reuben and Gadt, & c . wherein it is hewn

how tenacious they were of adhereing to God's

worſhip , and how fearful of having any thing

among them , that appeared like idolatry : and

ſecondly, by what is recorded of them in the

xxxiſt verfe of the laft chapter of the book of

Joſhua, “ And I'rael ſerved the LORD all the

days of Joſhua, and all the days of the elders

that outlived Joshua, and which had known all

the works of the LORD, that he had done for If

rael.”

This leads me to take notice of what you are

merrily pleaſed to call , the " tale of the fun ſtand

ing ſtill upon mount Gibeon, and the moon in

the valley of Ajalonſ," and which you farther ſay,

< : is one of thoſe fables that detects itſelf. Such

a circumſtance could not have happened without

being known all over the world. Whereas

there is not a nation that knows any thing about

it.” But how ſhould they, when it is well known,

that there is not a nation in the world whoſe an

nals reach this æra by ſome hundred years ? And

* Joſhu. xxiii . 15 .

+ Ibid. xxii . 10–940 p . 20 .

yet
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yet iy good friend, it will perhaps appear that,

you are miſtaken as to the fact, for the faine fu

pernatural phænomenon is recorded in the ancia

ent Chineſe annals, to have happened and been ob

ſerved there, in the reign of their 8th, Monarch

Yau : though according to their fabulous man

ner, they ſay, it laſted ten days. ( Anc. Univ.

Hiſt. Vol . 18. p. 107. ) To this may alſo be add

ed what Herodotus ſays, the Egyptian prieſts told

him ; viz . that the fun had four times deviated

from his courſe, having twice riſen where he uni.

formly goes down , and twice gone down where

he uniformly rites : by which you may perceive

that the Egyptians, had alſo a confuſed tradition

concerning the two miracles reſpecting the fun ,

as recorded in Scripture.

You ſay, “ as a poetical figure, the whole is

well enough *; "-but although, there are ſome

commentators who may view it in this light ; and

that perhaps, for the reaſon alleged by a certain

Chriſtian writer, who ſays, “ but becauſe there

feems, to my apprehenfion at leaſt ; 'no ſufficient

reaſon for ſuch ſupernatural appearance in this

inſtancet;” But if duly conſidered , it will appear

that it was extremely neceſſary, at this juncture,

7

p . 20 . + See Wakefield's reply to the

ſecond part of the age of reaſon , p. 27--28 .

as
S 2
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as being highly conducive in promoting the

grand deſign ; I mean, the eltabliſhment of the

true religion, and the extirpation of idolatry : and

in which light, we muſt alſo view the dividing of

the river Jordan, and the caſting of hail ſtones

from heaven upon the Canaanites &c. inaſmuch

as they all tended to fill the nations with aſtoniſh

mena *, and to imprint on their mindst,aswell as

thofe of the Iſraelites, the higheſt conceptions of

the majeſty and greatneſs of the LORD Jehovah :

and thus make them ſenſible ofthe fin and folly

of truſting in any other god but him : for it is

well known that at this time, all nations had

their ſeveral tutelary deities, to whoſe protection

they committed themſelves and their country ,

and to whoſe aſſiſtance I they aſcribed their ſuc

ceſſes in war. Now, the principal deities which

the Canaanites worſhipped, were the Sun $,

Moon, and the heavens, or Air. To convince

them then, that the gods, in whom they truſted,

were entirely ſubject to the will of the God of Ir

rael ; and at the ſame time, to puniſh them , for

the falſe worſhip they paid to them, “ the LORD

• Joth . v , 1 . * Ibid . ix. g.

# 2 King. xvii, 26. xviii . 33. & xix. 12 .

§ That Baal denoted the fun, I have fewn at large, in

Lingua Sacra , Radix by2
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cal down great hailſtones from heaven ( or the

Air) upon them unto Azekalı ; ” and then ſtop .

ped the two great luminaries in their courſe.

And therefore it ſays, “ in the fight of all Ifrael,"

that all Ifrael might receive inſtruction from it,

and be deterred from falling into the like idola

try : and no doubt, it was to this in a great mea

ſure, that they ſhewed their dread and deteſtation

of it, in the affair of the Reubenites &c . build.

ing the altar ; as above mentioned . ( page 130 )

Hence it is manifeft, that this miracle is to be

conſidered , as a link in the great chain of mira

cles , began by Moſes, to convince and puniſh the

nations, as well as to wean the Iſraelites from

that idolatry , to which they were ſo prone.

How that the miracle was performed , it is im .

poſſible for us to explain ; neither do I think it

at all neceſſary ; it is ſufficient, aswe have ſhown,

that the end it was intended for, was worthy of

God. And in teſtimonyof the reality of the mi

racle, we find that, when the Prophet Habakkuk,

in his* prayer for the preſervation of the nation ,

in this long and dreadful captivity, recounted all

the miracles and wonders, which God performed

for Iſrael when he brought them out of Egypt :

he likewiſe enumerated all thoſe performed in the

* Habak jii . 10-13 .

conqueſt
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conqueſt of Canaan. “ The mountains faw theo

and they trembled : the overflowing of waters

pafled away : the deep uttered its voice, and lifted

up its hands on high . The fun and the moon

ſtood ſtill in their habitation ; by the light of

thine arrows they went, and by the brightneſs

of thy glittering ſpear. In thine indignation didft

thou march through the land ; in thy wrath didft

thou tread * the nations. Thou wenteit forth for

the ſalvation ofthy people, even for the ſalvation

of thine anointed. ” By the mountains trem

bling, he meant the kings of Canaan, who trem

bled, and were in pangs : and thus ſays Mofes in

his ſong t : “ All the inhabitants of Canaan ſhall

melt away. Fear and dread ſhall fall upon them ;"

the overflowing ofthe waters, denotes the ſtreams

when Jordan was divided : and the deep utter

ing its voice, denotes the fame of that miracle

through all the land of Canaant : the lifting up of

its hands on high, denotes that the lower ſtreams

of Jordan, whoſe banks were then overflow ,

¢d , paſſed away towards the dead Sea, whilft

the upper waves ſtood on an heap. The ſun

and moon ftanding ſtill in their habitation, re

# Heb. Threſh.

1 Jofhy. v. 1. & c .

+ Exod . xv . 15-16 .

$ Ibid . iii .
15 :

quires
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quireš no explanation : the arrows and glittering

ſpear, denote the inflruments of deſtruction

which God employed ; the great hail ſtones ;

and which may be metaphorically called his ar

rows and ſpear ; and by whole light, the Iſraelites

walked : thus did God in wrath and indignation,

on account of the great and aboniinable wicked

neſs of the Canaanites, march through the land,

and cruſhed them , as corn is by the drag ; and

which was, when he went forth for the ſalvation

of his people. Thus, we ſee the Prophet defcri

bing in ſublime figurative language, all the mira

cles performed in the conqueſt of Canaan ; a

mongſt which, none is ſo plain, and clear, as this

of the ſun and moon ſtanding ſtill ; and which is

an evident proof of the truth thereof: eſpecially,

when it is conſidered , that the ſubject of the Pro.

phet's prayer was, for the preſervation ofthe nati- .

on in this captivity, which God informed him of,

upwards of ſix hundred years before it took

place.

There is alſo another proof ofthe reality of this

miracle ; which is the appeal that the author of

the book of Joſhua makes to the book of Japher,

as a teſtimony of the fact which he was then re

cording, “ Is not this written in the book of Jax

ſher ? Hence it is manifeft, that ( the book com

monly

1

1

ol

T

OM
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monly called) the book of Jaſher, exifted, and

was well known at the time the book of Joſhua

was wriſten : and pray Sir, what book do you

think this was ? Why none other, than the law

of Moſes. I lee you are ſurpriſed ; but hold Sir,

I will preſently explain this to you . The word

in the Hebrew , ( with which I judge you are to

cally unacquainted , though ſo highly requiſite in

the taſk you have undertaken ) is 77 Hayaſhar ;

and which, according to the rules of Hebrew

Grammar, is a noun ſubitantive common, and not

a noun ſubſtantive proper ; as in the latter cale,

che i7 be notificative, which denotes the article

the, could not have obtained ; ( See Lingua Sa

cra , Vol. Ift. p . 109. &c . ) for which reaſon, it

qught properly to have been tranſlated the righte

BUS ; not Jaſper : and it would be nonſenſe to ſay

ibe Jabber. The writer therefore, when record-.

ing the miracle , according to the idiom and phra

teology of the language in which he was writing,

expreſſes himſelf thus, “ Is not this written in

the book of the righteous ? i.e. in the law of the

righteous God Has not this been predicted in

that righteous book ? Yes, moſt certainly. But

perhaps, you may aſk , where ? Be patient, and

I will tell you .-.- When Moſes was bleſſing Il

sael before his death , he told them of the happi

neſs
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nefs they were to enjoy in the land, and that they

ſhould achieve the conqueſt thereof by the eſpe

cial miraculous aſſiſtance of the God of Iſrael ;

he expreſſed himſelf in this manner* , “ There is

none like unto the God of Jeſhurun, who rideth

upon the heaven in thy help , and his excellency

is on the ſkies. Which is the habitation of the

eternal God, and underneath are the everlaſting

arms : and he ſhall thruſt out the enemy before

thee, and ſhall ſay, Deſtroy them . " By this ſub

lime figurative language, the Prophet forecold

the deſtruction of their enemies in the land of

Canaan ; and which ſhould be, by the power of

him who rideth above the heavens ; who guideth

all by his omnipotent power ; the mover of the

heavens : who only, is able to ſtop the heavenly

luminaries in their courſe, “ till the people had

avenged themſelves of their enemiest.” Agree

able to what is here written, “ And ſhall ſay , De

ſtroy them . ” And the conſequence of this will

be, that “ Iſrael Ihall then dwell in ſafety alone,

according to the form ofthe bleſſing of JacobI, on

a land of corn and wine, alſo his heaven ſhall

drop dew .”

He then concludes, “ Happy art thou , O Il

Deut. xxxiii. 26. + Joſh. X. 13.

* Alluding to Gen. xxvij. 28.

T rael !
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rael ! Who is like unto thee, O people ſaved by

the Lord, the ſhield of thy help, and who is the

ſword of thineexcellency ! and thine enemies ſhall

be found liars unto thee, and thou ſhalt tread up

on their high places.” In the conqueſt of Ca.

naan, it may well be ſaid , that the LORD was the

ſhield of their help, and the ſword of their ex

cellency. The Gibeonites, a part of their ene

mies, were found liars to them , by pretending that

they came from a far country, when they dwelt

in the land : and the treading on their high pla

ces, denoted the deſtruction of the five kings in

this battle, on whoſe necks Joſhua commanded

his captains to tread, as is ſaid *, “ Jofhua called

for all the men of Iſrael, and ſaid unto the cap

tains of the men of war which went with him ,

Come near, put your feet upon the necks oftheſe

kings.- for thus ſhall the LORD do to all your

enemies againſt whom ye fight.” In this ſenſe

the Chaldec Paraphraft Onkelas, who lived in the

firft century , alſo underftands itt. I ſhall give his

,

7177n jina And thou ſhalt tread on the joints

translation,־יֵראְוַציֵקיִרְּפ־לַעְּתַאְו in his own words

ךֹורְדִּתןֹוהיֵכְלַמ

Joth. *. 24-25. + And the Chaldee Paraphraft

Jonatban, who lived near an hundred years before the dea

Itruction of the fécond temple ; likewiſe underſtood the noun

nun in the ſenſe here given ; for he tranſlatén it thus, 8790

271787 the book of the law .

oft
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of the necks of their kings. See alſo Jarchi, Abar

banal, &c.

Thus is the reality of this miracle, not only

confirmed, but the prediction of Moſes, is alſo

fully verified ; and the exiſtence of the law ofMo.

ſes at that time, clearly proved : as it would have

been madnels in the author, to have appealed in

proof of his veracity, to a book that never yet

had exiſtence, or that was not well known in the

nation, as an authentic book .

The end oftheother three books, viz. Judg.

es, Samuel and Kings, is alſo to inform us of the

particular providence ofGod ; by ſhewing, that

in the days of the Judges, as well as thoſe of the

kings, the nation was exceedingly wicked , for

ſaking the true worſhip of God, and commit

ting idolatry, &c. for which they were delivered

into the hands of their enemies : but when they

ſincerely repented, and returned to God, their

enemies fell before them ; and they enjoyed the

greateſt proſperity and happineſs that poſſibly

could be ; as in the reigns of David and Solo

mon : all which, was a manifeſt proof, of the fu .

perintendance of Divine providence, and of the

truth of what Moſes had told them, concerning

the reward and puniſhment, which they were to

expect, in caſe of obedience, or diſobedience :

and which was fully accompliſhed in every par

T2 ticular ;



140 DEFENCE OF THE

ticular ; till that, for the great wickedneſs of the

nation, and their kings, they were deſtroyed from

off the goodly land, as Joſhua had alſo cold them ;

and as is recorded in thoſe books : and which is

a demonſtrable proof of their authority.

As to the difference between the books of

Kings and Chronicles, I muſt tell you, that they

have been noticed by ſeveral of the Hebrew

Commentators, and clearly accounted for by that

great luminary, the learned Abarbanal, as he has

ſhewn that, there is nothing contradictory in the

different books , but that each writer, had a diffe

rent purpoſe in view ; and which eaſily accounts

for the omiſſions in one book , though related in

the other : but as it would ſwell theſe letters,

( which already exceed the limits I firſt interded )

to the bulk ofa large Volume, I muſt omit en

tering into the explanation at preſent, and re

ſerve it for my commentary on the Old Teſta

ment.

you hay

I ſhould indeed extend theſe letters to a length

troubleſome to myſelf, and tireſome to the read

er , were I minutely to anſwer every objection

have made, and to rectify the numberleſs er

rors into which you have fallen : I therefore did

not intend to have ſaid any more on the ſubject

of theſe four books , but the ridicule you have

made uſe of in a note, on the ſtory of the angel

ap
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appearing to Joſhua, deſerves the ſevereſt repre

henſion ; for that being ſo ignorant of ſacred li

terature, you hould thus profanely jeſt, with what

you do not in the leaſt underſtand, as I ſhall

plainly ſhew .

That perſon, whoever he be, that attempts to

criticiſe on Scripture, ought not only to have a

great knowledge of the Hebrew , but alſo a tho

rough acquaintance with the idiom and phraſeology

oftheſacred language, ſo different from all others ;

or he will certainly fail in the attempt, and ren

der himſelf ridiculous in the eyes of every dif

cerning perſon, and juſtly merit their contempt.

Ofthe truth of this obſervation, there cannot be

a greater, than will appear in the explanation of

the ſubject in queſtion. Before I proceed to the

explanation, it is neceſſary to enquire whyJoſhua,

who was the commander in chief, as well as the

ruler of the nation , when he ſaw a man ( for the

text does not ſay an angel ) at a diſtance, ſhould

go up to him himſelf, and aſk him , art thou for

us, or for our adverſaries ? as this ought to have

been done by ſome ofthe troops, who ought to

have gone and ſeized him and brought toJoſhua,

not Joſhua have gone to him, as it might per

haps have been his intention, to aſſaſſinate the

commander in chief ; it therefore is ſomething

uncommon , that Joſhua, who was ninety three

years
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years old, ſhould thus expoſe himſelf to danger.

But the ſolution of this is, that as the text lays,

“ And it came to paſs when Joſhua was by Jeri

cho *,” that is, he was conſidering, how , and by

what means he ſhould take Jericho, as it was ſo

ſtrongly fortified ; " he lift eyes, and look

ed , and behold there ſtood a man over againſt

him ,” by the word 17235 oppoſite bim, we are to

underſtand that the man was viſible to Joſhua on

ly t ; and therefore, he immediately knew, that it

was an angel, and not a human perſon, for which

reaſon , he went to him in perſon : and ſeeing him

with a drawn ſword in his hand, the enſign of de

ſtruction , he aſked him, “ art thou for us, or for

our adverſaries ? Haſt thou thy ſword drawn to

affiít us, or to afflict us in favour of the enemy ?

To which he anſwered , “ Nay, but as captain of

the hoſt of che LORD am I now come.' Think

not 'oſhua, that you are the captain of theLord's

hoft ( i . e . Iſrael) in this buſineſs, and therefore

doft challenge me, whether I am for you, or your

enemies ; No ; it is not ſo : but I am (appointed)

the captain of the hoſt ofthe LORD ; and for that

reaſon am I now come. When Joſhua heard

up
his

• Joh . v . 13 . Thus Daniel ſays, “ And I

Daniel alone ſaw the viſion : for the men that were with me

ſaw not the viſion .” Dan. x. 7. See alſo viii . 15. &

* 16.

this,



OLD TESTAMENT . 143

ز

this, he « fell on his face to thc earth , and did

obeyſance,” to him as his ſuperior “ , “ and ſaid

unto him, what ſaith my lord funto his fervant ? "

For as you are the captain, it is my duty to pay

obedience to your commands. The angel then

informed him of the end and purpoſe for which

he came , which was to inform him , that Jericho

was not to be taken by any humán means ; and

therefore he ſaid unto him, “ Looſe thy ſhoc

from off thy foot, for the place whereon thou

ſtandeít, is holy .” That is , do not buſy yourſelf

in forming ſchemes for the taking of the city, bee

cauſe it can only be taken in a ſupernatural man

ner. And thus we find it ſaid to Moles, when

he turned aſide to ſee why the buſh was not con

fumed ; put off thy ſhoes from off thy fect, for

the place whereon thou ſtandeft &c . Do not at

tempt to account for this, on the principles of na

ture ; for it is not a natural cauſe, but a ſupernatu

ral onet ; and which was denoted by God's calling

the

* But not as an act of adoration , as you erroneouſly aſ

fert ; owing to your ignorance of the ſacred language : for

the verb Tundenotes to bow down, make obeyſance &c . as

well as to worſhip ; numerous examples of which, occur in

fcripturc, according to the manners of the eaſtern nations .

+ Another eaſtern term of honour, frequently met with

if the Bible, For the buſh was an emblem of the

low

1
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the place* holy . When therefore, Joſua heard

this ofthe angel, it fays, “ And Joſhua did ſo. ”

Not that he pulled his ſhoe off, but that he im

mediately defifted from attempting to reduce it

by any ſtratagem of war ; and therefore, it ſays,

" NowJericho was ſtraitly ſhut up none went out,

and none came in . ” It was not to be taken by any

human power : and therefore the word of God

came immediately unto Joſhua, to inform him,

that though it could not be reduced by any human

force ; yet, “ I have given into thy hand Jericho,

and the kings thereof." &c. Hence the cauſe of

the appearance of the angel is manifeft ; for as

Joſhua who was juſt going to engage in a war

with ſo many nations ; and finding the firſt city

that he was going to attack ſo ſtrongly fortified,

bow degraded ſtate of the nation in Egypt ; as was its burn

ing of their miſery ; but its not being conſumed, was to thew

that their bondage &c . was not a natural, or accidental cauſe ;

but ſolely by God's appointment to their anceſtor Abraham ;

and therefore, as they were under the immediate care of his

providence, they could not be deſtroyed, although ſo forely

oppreſſed. And which has been the caſe with the nation to

this day ; as ſhewn at large in Vol. Ift. of my Diſſertations

on the Prophecies. page 77. &c.

• The Hebrew noun oipa place, is uſed figuratively

10 denote contemplation , intelle &tual view , &c, as in Exod.

xxxiji 21. See Maim . in Moreh Nevuchim . part. Ift.

chap. viij.

he
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Hy fortified , he was naturally much taken up in

thought, to find out the means of reducing it ; as

well knowing that, a miſcarriage in the firſt onſet,

might lead to the moſt dreadful conſequences,even

the entire deſtruction of the whole nation ; as he

himſelfpathetically expreſſes it, on the failure of

their attempt againſt Ai * ; the angel therefore

came to inform him , that he had no occaſion to

employ any human force, or ſtratagems of war to

reduce Jericho, but only to obey the command

of God in all things ; and to aſcribe the glory of

his conqueſts to the author of them , the LORD

of hoſts. Thus encouraging him to truſt folely

in God, in the arduous buſineſs he was then em

ployed in : and which we find, was actually the

caſe in the conqueſt of the land of Canaan . As

to your low wit about pulling off the ſhoe, it no

doubt originated in your ignorance, as you ought

to have known, that this rice was an indication of

reverence for the divine preſence, when all hu.

man and worldly thoughts, ought to be ſet aſide :

for which reafun, the prieſts always officiated

barefooted in the temple.

The two books of Ezra and Nehemiah you al

low to be genuine books, as being written by the

authors whoſe name they bear, giving an account

ES

-1

• Joſhu. vii. yIÓ.

.
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of the return of the Jews from the Babylonilla

captivity, about four hundred and fifteen years

before the Chriſtian æra ; but then you obſerve*,

" Thote accounts are nothing to us, nor to any

other perſons, unleſs it be to the Jews, as a part

of the hiſtory of their nation : and there is juſt as

much of the word ofGod in thoſe books ; as there

is in any of the hiſtories of France, or Rapin's

Hiſtory of England.” Whatever theſe books

may be to you, or any other deiſt or infidel, they

are of the higheſt importance to us, as Jews; and

not only to us, but likewiſe to all who believe the

Old Teſtament to be the word of God ; as far

as the full completion of prophecy, is a proof of

the truth of revelation . — The prophet Jeremi

ah ſaid t, “ For thus faith the LORD, Surely

when ſeventy years have been completed at Ba

bylon, I will viſit you, and I will perform to

wards you my good promiſe, in bringing you

again to this place.”
firſt verſe

of the book of Ezra, which you allow to be a

genuine book, proves the full completion ofthis

prophecy, to contrary to all human foreſight.

« Now in the firſt year of Cyrus king of Perſia ,

that the word of the Lord by the mouth of Je

-Now, the very

p . 35 * Jerem , xxix. 18.

remiah

5
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tenriah might be fulfilled ; the Loro ſtirred up

the ſpirit of Cyrus, ” &c. Surely you cannot ſay ,

this is nothing to us ; I mean to you and me : 1

as a true believer, you as an unbeliever ; becauſe,

it is perfectly deciſive in the cauſe at iſſue be

tween us ; for if the book of Ezra, which you

allow to be a genuine book, proves that Jeremi

ah was a true prophet, there is an end of all dif

pute between us ; becauſe here is a demonſtra

tion of the truth of Divine Revelation, admitted

by yourſelf, as you allow the genuineneſs of the

book that records the completion ofthe prophe

cy . Nay , theſe books not only confirm the truth

of Jeremiah's prophecy, but likewiſe prove the

authenticity of the books of Mofes, Joſhua,

Judges, Kings, and Chronicles ; all which are

referred to by Ezra and Nehemiah, as contain

ing the religion, laws, and hiſtory of the Jewiſh

nation, from Abraham , to that very timc*. Of

this, it appears to me, you was fully ſenſible ;

and therefore wished to invalidate the teſtimony

of thoſe books, by giving the authors a ſideblow :

obſerving to “ But even in matters of hiſtorical

record, neither of thoſe writers are to be depend

ed upon. ” As a proofof which, you tell us that

1

* See Ezra, Chap. ix . & x. and Nehem . Chap.

iii - ix . & x
+ p 35•

U 2 the
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the total amount ofthe number of thoſe who rë .

turned from Babylon, does not agree with the

ſeveral particulars . But is it to be ſuppoſed, thať

a man of Ezra's acknowledged abilities, ſhould

not be able to give us the ſum total of forty two

particular ſums ? Neither is it uſual for impof

tors to make ſuch glaring blunders, that every

ſchool boy may detect. But the truth of the

matter is, as Jarchi obſerves, that “thoſe above

mentioned in the particulars, were of the tribe of

Judah and Benjamin , and the prieſts ; and the

difference in the ſum total, was made up of thoſe

of the other tribes *.” Thus alſo is it explained

in Seder Onglam .

You ſeem to ſpeak well of the book of + Job,

but at the ſame time attempt to prove it a gentile

book , by ſaying, “ I have ſeen the opinion of

two Hebrew commentators, Aben Ezra and Spi

noſa, upon this ſubject ; they both ſay that the

book carries no internal evidence of being an

Hebrew book ; that the genius of the compoſi

tion, and the drama of the piece, are not Hebrew ;

that it has been tranſlated from another language

into Hebrew, and that the author of the book

was a gentile ; that the character repreſented un

der the name of Satan, (which is the firſt and

• See Jarchi in Loc, * p . 37. 38 .

only
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only time this is mentioned in the Bible) does

not correſpond to any Hebrew idea .” But where

Sir, did you ſee all this ? for in the firſt place,

Spinoſa never was admitted an Hebrew commen.

tator ; all we know of him is, that he wrote ſe .

veral tracts, and after different changes, at length

became an atheiſt, As to Aben Ezra, he only

fays, on verſe 11 of chap. iid . " And our Rab

bins of bleſſed memory ſay, that Moſes wrote the

book of Job ; but I am inclined ( to think ) that

it is a tranſlated book , and therefore it is difficult

to explain , as are all tranſated books.” But not

a word does he ſay, of its being a gentile book :

nay, in his preface to this book , he ſeems to ac

knowledge that it was written by Moſes, or at

leaſt ſome other prophet ; for he there ſays, “ And

of the righteous Job, the prophet teſtifiech that he

was fingularly righteous in his generation ; and

that his ſufferings were not for any evil he had

committed ,” &c. What you obſerve concern

ing Satan, 'is borrowed from your maſter Vola

taire ; who ſays, it is a Chaldean word, and which

proves you both, to be totally ignorant of the He

brew * : for 100 is inconteſtably an Hebrew noun,

and denotes an adverſary: an accufer : in whicu

• The Chaldea word for an adverſary is not uw with

lin, but 100 with fameche

ſenſe
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fenſe, we find it uſed by Moſes, Nunb . xxii . 22.

" And the angel of the LORD ſtood in the way

is younger for an adverſary againſt him . ” See alſo

verſe 32. Thus alſo 1 King. v . 4. 1991'

There was no adverſary. The Plur. affix, occurs

in Pfalm , cix 20. piv nbyo The reward of

mine adverſaries. The verb alſo occurs in the

For4.יִנּונְטְׂשִייִתָבֲהַאתַחַּת.famePfalm , ver

iny love they hate me. All which, plainly ſhews

the fallacy of what you have advanced : and what

truth there is in affertion .

You alſo obſerve * , “ that the book ſhews it

ſelf to be the production of a mind cultivated in

ſcience,” And was not Moſes to whom this book

is afcribed, a man of ſcience ? Is it not allowed

on all hands, that Moſes was inſtructed in all the

learning of the Egyptians, who were well ac

quainted with arts and ſciences, and who had ad

dicted themſelves to the ſtudy of Aſtronomy tin

the earlieſt ages ? But you ſay, “ The aſtronomical

names Pleiades, Orion, and Arcturus, are Greek,

and not Hebrew names ; and as it does not appear

from any thing that is to be found in the Bible,

that the Jews knew any thing of Aſtronomy, or

that they studied it, they had no tranſlation for

your

• p. 38 . * Anc. Univ. Hift. Vo!. Ift. p. 246 .

thoſe
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thoſe names in their own language, but adopted

the names as they found them in the Poem * . '

Now it is manifeſt from the Bible, that the Jews

were acquainted with Aſtronomy, and ſtudied it ;

See Exod. xii . 2 . “ This month ball be unto

you the beginning of months: it shall be the firſt

month of the year to you.” As their months,

were from thenceforward to be lunar months,

their
year of courſe, fell ſhort ofthe folar year,

eleven days, fome few hours, and minutes , and

as they were commanded to celebrate the paſſo

ver in the month Avivt, and which ſhould be in

the vernal equinox ; they conſequently were ob

liged to make intercalations; as otherwiſe, the

feaſt would be anticipated eleven days every year ;

ſo that in the ſpace of thirty three years, it would

be carried backward through all the ſeaſons of

the year, as is the caſe in Turkey : it therefore is

plain, that when Mofes appointed this ſort of year,

they were obliged to ſtudy Aſtronomy. See

what your favorite Hebrew Commentator Aben

Ezra ſays on this ſubject, (Exod . xii . 9. &c.)

See alſo Abarbanal, and R. Levi Ben Gerthom ,

in Loc .

You aſſert that the names of the conſtellations ,

2

p. 38 † Exod . xxiii . 15. xxxiv . 11. &

Deut. xvi. I.

Ples
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mit any

Pleiades, Orion , and Arcturus, are Greek names ;

but did you ever conſult the original ? if you

had , you would have found that the names of

the conſtellations mentioned in Job, are as un

Jike the Greek names which ſtand in the common

tranſlation (the only one you are able to read )

as poffibly can be : for the word Areturus is my

Ojh, that rendered Orion is supp * keſeel, and that

rendered Pleiades is xala keema . By this, the

commoneft reader, and the meaneſt capacity,

may plainly ſee, how unfounded your objection

is , and with what heſitation they ought to ad

of your ſtatements. The preceding

piece of falſe criticiſm , may be attributed to your

ignorance ; but to what ſhall we attribute what

follows ; “ We know nothing of what the ancient

gentile world (as it is called ) was before the time

of the Jews , whoſe practice has been to caļuminate

and blacken the character of all other nations

&C.-It appears to have been their ( the hea

then ) cuſtom to perſonify both virtue and vice,

by ſtatues and images, as is done now-a-days,

both by ftatuary and by painting ; but it does

• In Ifaiah xiii . 10. ve meet with apkop And their

fonflellations. And fone think that 502 kefeel denotes

worpion. See Jarchi, Aben [izra, Kimchi, and Abarbanal,
Abid . & Lingua Sacra, Radix 503

not

܊
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not follow from this, that they worſhipped them

any more than we do. ” Is not this curious apo

logy for the heathen's idolatry, made with a view

to blacken and caluminate the character of the

Jews, and their ſacred books, becauſe theſe

books clearly ſhew that they did worſhip them ?

See the different accounts given in thoſe books

of the abominable worſhip of the ancient Egypti

ans, Babylonians, &c . But believe not thoſe books,

read profane authors, (as they are called ) and

you will find that the worſhip ofimages was uni

verſal. Did not the Sabians worſhip images * ?

Did nof the Romans worſhip the mother of the

God's ? Did not the Grecians worſhip images ?

Did not the Epheſians worſhip the great Goddeſs

Diana ? In ſhort, there was not an ancient natia.

on, that was not guilty of idolatry, either by

image worſhip, or that of the heavenly bodies,

&c.

Of the Pſalms you ſay t, “ that ſome aremo

ral, others are very revengeful.---It is however,

an error, or an impoſition to call them the Pſalms

of David ; they are a collection, as long-books

• Anciently all the idolatry of the world was divided

between two ſects : viz, the worſhippers of images, who were

called the Sabians, and the worſhippers of fire , who were

called the Magians See Maim , in Moreh Nevuchim .

+ p . 40 ,

X arc
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are now -a - days.” But had you been in the leaſt

acquainted with the writings of the Hebrews,

whoſe books you have attempted to criticiſe with

ſuch aſperity, you would have known , that they

always held, that David did not compoſe the

whole of Pſalms; as ſome are inſerted therein ,

that were compoſed by Adam , Melchiſedek, Abra

bam, Moſes, Heaman, Jeduthun, Afaph, and the

three ſons of Korab *, but they are called the

Pſalms of David, becauſe he compoſed the ma

jor part of them ; and they are wonderfully in :

ſtructive, as being every where full of the praiſ,

es ofGod, the remembrance of his loving kind

nefs to himſelf, as alſo to the nation : beſides

moral precepts, and ſuch ſentiments as are a

dapted to make a man good, and happy, in eve

ry ſtation of life .

But why did you not conſult the Hebrew com

mentator Aben Ezra on the ſubject ? If you had

you would have found, that in his preface to

Pſalms, he is decidedly of opinion, that the

Pfalms are not a collection of ſongs, as you fool

ifhly affert ; but ſacred hymns ; ſeveral of which

are prophetical ; (as I ſhall ſhew at large in my

Differtations on the prophecies, the ſecond Vo

lume of which is juſt publiſhed ) and that they

* This is the opinion of all the ancient Rabbins.
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all were written by P 19 the inſpiration * of

the holy Spirit : and that David was a Prophet.

How you, who are ſuch a minute enquirer after

truth, came to overlook this, which would have

prevented your expoſing yourſelf to ridicule, I

know not ; but if it was owing to your not find

ing in the writings ofyour infidel maſters, any

traces of it, I really pity you ; becauſe your own

ignorance, utterly precludes you from reaping

any advantage from the writings of fuch an emi

nentcommentator, (as his works have never been

tranſlated into our venacular tongue) eſpecially,

as you ſeem to have a great deference for his o

pinion : and which muſt certaīnly be a very great

misfortune to you, as it expoſes you to commit

fuch egregious blunders, as muſt render you truly

contemptible.

The Proverbs of Solomon, you eſteem a jeſt

book , but this is nothing extraordinary ; for if the

Pſalms of David is eſteemed by you a -fong book,

why may not Proverbs be a jeſt book ?” Howa

ever, if you had conſulted Aben Ezra on the ſub

ject, he would have taught you better. He would

have taught you, that “ this partt is admonitory ;

• Thus al o ſays Maim. Moreh Nevuchim, part 2d.

chap. xlv. See alſo Lingua Sacra, life of David , in Ra

dix .777. + For he divides the book into four parts 5

and is here ſpeaking of the firſt part.

X 2
and1
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and acquaints us with the exalted degree of the

eternal wiſdom , for by it *, the world was called

into exiſtence from nonentity : he therefore ad

monilhes us to adhere to it, and to turn aſide

from the abominable woman : he alſo inſtructs us,

to deſtroy the fooliſh appetites incident to crea

tures formed of matter ; and thus preſerve alive

the immortal ſoul.” This Sir, is what he would

have taught you ; and can you perceive any jeſt

in all this ? But ſtop, hear Solomon himſelf,

“ . The fear of Jehovah is the beginning of

knowledge, but fools deſpiſe wiſdom and inſtruc .

tion .” This Sir, is no jeft ; but if contrary to

all the rules of right reaſon, you ſhould ſtill per

ſiſt in aſſerting it to be a jeſt, I ſhould not ſcruple

to pronounce you in earneſt, to be one of thoſe

fools that " deſpiſe wiſdom and inſtruction." Let

us proceed, “ My ſon, hear the inſtruction of

thy father, and forſake not the law of thy mo .

ther.” That is , next to God, let me adviſe

thee, my ſon, to reverence thy parents: and not

only to hearken unto thy father when he inſtructs

thee in the fear of God , or tells thee thou haft

done amiſs ; but alſo to let thy mother's com

mands be a law to thee. And happy would it

“ The Lord by• As Solomon ſays chap. iii . 1g.

wiſdom hath founded the earth :" & Cm

have
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have been for many, had they attended to this

admonition ; in which I am ſure you can ſee no

jeſt... Again , “ My ſon , if ſinners entice thee,

conſent thou not. "--My ſon , walk not thou

in the way with them : refrain thy foot from their

path . For their feet run to evil, and make hafte

to ſhed blood, ” &c.Theſe are a few of the

proverbs of Solomon, contained in the firſt chap

ter of Solomon's " jeſt book . ” I imagine they

are rather too grave, to cauſe merriment ; but

they may be of great ſervice in making a perſon

wiſe and virtuous . Pity you did not read this

jeſt book through with becoming attention : if

you had, it would have taught you to, “ Be not

wiſe in thine own eyes : but to fear the LORD ,

and depart from evil.”

The book of Eccleſiaſtes* you ſay, “ is written

as the folitary reflections ofa worn out debauchee,

ſuch as Solomon was, who looking back on

ſcenes he can no longer enjoy, cries out, All is

vanityt ! ” Attend now to the words of Aben Ez

ra , who after ſhewing the difference between

good and bad actions, &c, and that every man

Solomon was called aboop , (which properly denotes

an affembler ; from the Radix 507 which See in Lingua

Sacra) on account of the wiſdom which was centred in him .

See Aben Ezra, and Jarchi, Eccle. i . ! * p. 41

finds
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finds his own way pure in his own fight ; obſerves,

“ But the LORD God of Iſrael ſtirred up the

fpirit of Solomon his beloved, to explain ac

ceptable words, and to teach us the path of rec

titude,” &c. And indeed , the whole work is

uniform , ( though there are many detached ſenti

ments and proverbs interſperſed) and confined

to one ſubject ; viz, che vanity of the world,

which is exemplified by the experience of Solo

mon, introduced in the character of a perfon in

veſtigating a very difficult queſtion ; examining

the arguments on both ſides, and at length dif.

engaging himſelf from an anxious and doubtful

diſputation, by obſerving; “ Let us hear the con

cluſion of the whole matter, Fear God, and keep

his commandments : for this is the whole duty of

eman

As to Solomon's fins and debaucheries, with

which you wiſh to blacken and caluminate his

writings, they are ſo far from derogating from

she purity of his doctrine, that all is vanity, but

the fear, and love of God : that on the contrary,

they ſtrongly enforce it ; by teaching us the fol

lowing important truths . Firſt, Not to fight

the command ofGod ; for as we find it command ,

ed that the king "ſhall not multiply wives to him,

Eccle. xü. 13 .

ſelf,
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relf, that his heart turn not away Solomon ,

by flighting this commandment, actually ſell into

the crime foretold as the conſequence of the

breach of it . Secondly, that though he was ſo

great and wiſe a king, yet was he immediately fe

verely puniſhed for his ſins, by having the king

dom rent from him , and given to Jeroboam : and

which is a manifeſt proof, of the divine ſuperin

cendence of the actions of mankind, however

high and exalted their ſtations : and which ought

to make us all extremely cautious of offending

the moſt High in any degree whatever.

You ſay, Solomon's Songs are amorous and

fooliſh enough, but which wrinkled fanaticiſm has

called divine." I hope, you do not account

Aben Ezra a wrinkled fanatic. Now, he is de

cidedly againſt you ; for he ſays, This Poem is an

entire ſacred allegory . It commences at the time

of Abraham , and extends to the time of the Mer

fiah : and which deſcribes ( if I may be allowed

the expreſſion ) the conjugal union of God with

the Jewiſh Church : which, as a peculiar people,

having been ſelected by him from among all naci

ons ; he had ( as it were) ratified his choice by a

folemn covenant. This is the folemn compact,

* Deut. xvii. 17 .

fo
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lo frequently celebrated by almoſt all the ſacred

writers , under the ſame image ; and who have

therefore compared the nation's committing ido

latry, to a woman being guilty of adultery towards

her huſband. He alſo ſays, “ Far be it, far be it

from us, to imagine that the Song of ſongs, con •

tains any thing amorous, but is entirely figura

tive.” Thus you ſtumble ſtep by ſtep, till at laſt ,

I fear you will fall, and riſe no more. Excuſe

my freedom , but really my patience is almoſt ex

hauſted ; I am quite weary of wading through

ſuch a farrago of nonſenſe, ignorance, futility ,

and indecent levity . How muſt the Hebraiſt

ſmile, to hear you with an air of importance, vi

olently declaiming againſt the compilers ofthe

Bible, for the placing of Solomon's ſong after

Eccleſiaſtes, &c. as any little Jew ſchool- boy,

could have told you , that they are not placed thus

in the Hebrew Bible. There, the arrangement is

as follows. Firſt, the Pentateuch : Second , the

former Prophets, viz . Joſhua, Judges, Samuel,

and Kings : Third, the latter Prophets, Iſaiah,

Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hoſea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah,

Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakuk, Zephaniah,

Haggai, Zechariah, and Malichi : Fourth, the

Hagiography, which contains, Pſalms, Proverbs,

Job, Song of ſongs, Ruth, Lamentations, Eccle

fiaftes ,
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fiaftes, Edher, Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, and

Chronicles . Hence, you may alſo perceive the

futility of your objection concerning the term

greater and leffer prophets*, as termed by Chriſti

ans in general, (though I ſuppoſe, they only

mean the ſize of the books) but had you ever

ſeen an Hebrew Bible, you would haye known

that there is no ſuch thing in it, as leffer and

greater prophets : as they are all included in the

term latter prophets ; and are enumerated thus,

Iſaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and the twelve : becauſe,

they are all included in one book, by the Jews .

Are you not aſhamed now of your miſplaced wit ?

Alas! What a lamentable thing is ignorance !

The book of Ruth , you call . “ an idle, bun

gling ſtory , fooliſhly told about a ſtrolling country

girl creeping Nily to bed to her couſin Boaz.”

Is this fair criticiſm ? Is it truth ? Does it
appear

ſo from the hiſtory ? On the contrary, we find

that ſhe was no ſtrolling country girl; and it is

very baſe in you thus to traduce her character.

She had been married ten years, and being left a

widow without children , and fully bent on re

nouncing the idolatry of her native country , ſhe

accompanied her mother in law , back to the land

of Iſrael : there, her mother informed her of the

. Part 1. p . 15.

Y right
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right of redemption which ſhe had , according to

the law of Iſrael, among whom ſhe was now in

corporated. She therefore inſtructed her how to

act, in order to break the matter to Boaz , and to

claim his protection ; for which reaſon, the laid

herſelf down at the foot of her aged kinſinan's

bed, and roſe up as innocent as ſhe laid down, and

with an high encomium on her vistuous* behavi .

our. She was afterwards married to Boaz, and

acknowledged by all her neighbours, nay, by all

the city, to be a ſtrictly virtuous woman : and it

is to be preſumed, that they moſt certainly were

better acquainted with her character, than you

poffibly can be. As to its being called the word

of God, hear what Aben Ezra ſays, " Becauſe

David was the root of thekingdom of Ifrael, his

genealogy was written in the ſacred books."

You obferve t; “ If Mádam Eſther thought it

any honour to offer herſelf as a kept Miſtreſs to

Ahaſuerus," &c, But pray Sir , where did you

find that Eſther offered herſelf ? Notin the hiſtory

I am ſure ; for 'according to the account there,

« he was taken to the king's houſe, to the cuſto

dy of Hagai 'keeper of the women 1.” Whence

I'apprehend, it was as much againſt her inclina

tion to enter the king's feraglio, as it was yours

Chap . iii . 10--11. * p . 37 . Ether . iii. 8 .
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to enter the Luxembourgh . And Aben Ezra

aſſerts, “ that ſhe was ſeized by force . ” Thus

alſo Jarchi. ( Vide in Loc. ) The book clearly

points out the particular providence of God, in

the care of his peculiar people : and a manifeſt

proofof its authenticity , is the celebration of the

feaſt of Purim ( in alluſion to pur the loi ) by the

whole nation to this day *, in commemoration

of the great and wonderful deliverance which

God wrought for them, by means of Eſther and

Mordecai.

See Levi's Ceremonies of the Jews, p . 127 .

I am &c.

Y 2 LET

1
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SIR,

I
ſhall now proceed to take notice of what you

obſerve concerning Iſaiah, and the other pro

phets. You ſay *, “ Whoever will take the trouble

of reading the book aſcribed to Iſaiah, will find it

one of the moſt wild and diſorderly compoſitions

ever put together :-- it is one continued, inco

herent, bombaſtical rant, full ofextravagantme

taphor, without application, and deſtitute of

meaning ; a ſchool-boy would ſcarcely have been

excuſable for writing ſuch ſtuff: ”-I really know

not which moft to admire, your ignorance, or pre

. p . 43 .

Jumption.

1
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Jumption. " Whoever will take the trouble" &c. I

Sir, have taken that trouble ; nay, I have com

mented on a great part of it ; ( See my Diſerta

tions on the Prophecies Vol . Ift. & IId. ) and ain

allowed to have ſome little knowledge in the lan

guage in which it is writcen ; but have not found it

to be “ſuch ſtuff , ” as you aſſert it is . On the con

trary, I have found , the diction pure ; the ſenti

ments grand and ſublime; and the imagery ſtrong

and beautiful. You compare “ the burden of

Babylon, the burden of Moab, &c . to the ſtory

of the knight, of the burning mountain,” &c.

But if you had read the burden of Babylon

with attention, and compared it with its preſent

ſtate , as I have done, I doubt not but it would

have made as ſtrong an impreſſion on your mind,

as it has on mine : eſpecially, if you conſider that

this prophecy was delivered near two hundred

years before its completion : and that the capti

vity ofthe Jews, for which the Babylonians were

to be thus puniſhed, did not fully take place till

about one hundred and thirty years after the de

livery ofthis prophecy : that the Medes, who are

expresſly mentioned ( chap . xiii. 17. ) as the prin

cipal agents in the overthrow of the Babyloniſh

Monarchy, by which the Jews were releaſed from

that captivity, were at the time of the delivery of

this

/
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this prophecy, an inconſiderable people ; having

been in a ſtate of anarchy ever ſince the fall of the

great Affyrian Empire, of which they formed a

part, under Sardanapalus; and did not become

a kingdom under Dejoces till about the ſeven

teenth
year of Hezekiah . The exact completion

of prophecies like theſe, plainly ſhew from whom

the prophei received them ; from him, to whom

all things are known ; he therefore, challenges the

falſe god's to come forth, and give evident des

monftration of their foreknowledge and power,

by foretelling furure events. " Let them ap

proach , and tell us the things that ſhall happen :

the things that ſhall firſt happen, what they are ,

let them tell us ; and we wil conſider them ; and

we ſhall know the event : or declare to us things

to come hereafter. Tell us the things, that will

come to paſs in latter times ; then Inali we know ,

that ye are gods* .” In oppoſition to this , the true

prophet of the true God, as an evident proof of

the truth of what he had predicted, ſays, " I he

former predictions, lo ! they are come to paſs ;

and new events I now declare : before they ſpring

forth, I make them known unto you .” This Sir,

is the teſt of prophecy; it is this, that diftinguiſh

es the burden of Babylon , the burden of Mo

# Ifai. xli . 22.

ab,
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ab, &c . from thoſe fooliſh tales, that you ridi

culouſy wilh to compare them with . And, in

truch , there cannot be a ſtronger, or more con

vincing proof of the truth of prophecy, and the

accompliſhment of future events ſo foretold , than

this poſition : for if the former prophecies were

exactly fulfilled, it is an earneſt ofthe completion

of the future events fo predicted. And yet, in

defiance of ſuch clear evidence, you aſſert, that

the laſt verfe of the forty fourth , and the begin

ing of the forty fifth chapters of Iſaiah, were

written at leaſt an hundred and fifty years after

Iſaiah was dead : and “ are * a coinpliinent to Cy

rus; who permitted the Jews to return to Jeru

ſálem from the Babylonian captivity, to rebuild

Jerufalem and the temple, as ſtated in Ezra.”

And as a proofof this , you quote theſe two verf

es ; but herein you have acted very unfairly ; for

you ought to have began at verſe 24th, of chapter

xlivth , 'as it is there that the prophecy commen

ces. ' Thus faith the LORD, thy redeemer; eyen

he that formed thee from the womb : I am the

LORD who maketh all things ; who ſtretched out

the heavensalone ; who ſpread the firm earth by

myſelf: I am He, who fruſtrateth the prognoſtics

of the impoſtors ; and maketh the diviners mad ;

22

* p . 44 .

who
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who reverſeth the devices of the ſages, and infa ,

guateth their knowledge : who eſtabliſheth the

word of his ſervant: and accompliſheth the coun,

fel of his meſſengers: who ſayeth to Jeruſalem ,

Thou ſhalt be inhabited ; and to the cities of Ju

dah, Ye ſhall be built ; and her deſolate places I

will reſtore:” Thus he ſhews the return of the

nation from the Babylonian captivity, according

to his prediction ; in oppoſition to that of the

prognoſticaters and diviners ; whoſe wiſdom and

counſel, God fruſtrateth ; but eſtabliſhech the

word of his ſervant. In the next three verſes, he

Thews the deſtruction of Babylon ; the manner it

is to be taken ; and by whom . ” Who ſayeth to

the deep, Be thou waſted , and I will make dry

thy rivers :” By this figurative language, the

prophec ſhews the taking of Babylon by Cyrus,

who drained off the waters of the Euphrates,

which ran through the city ofBabylon, by means

of which, he marched his troops by night along

the bed of the river into the heart of the city * ,

and ſurpriſed it . The prophet then ſhews by

whom it ſhould be thus conquered ; and for what

purpoſe: even for the ſake of Iſrael, God's cho,

ſen ſervants ; that all mighị know that Jehovah

* Heredot Lib. 1. Cap. 178. 185. & Seg. & Cy,

rapedia . Lib . 7 .

alone

1
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alone was God, and none elſe . “ Who ſayeth

to Cyrus, who is my thepherd ! and he ſhall ful

fil all my pleaſure: by ſaying to Jeruſalem , Thou

fhale be built ; and to the Temple, Thy foun

dations Thali be laid . Thus faith the Lord to

his anointed , to Cyrus, whom I hold faſt by the

right hand : that I may ſubdue nations before

him ; and ungird the loins ofkings : that I may

open before him the valves ; and the gates ſhall

not * be fhut. I will go before thee, and make the

crooked places ſtrait ; the gates of braſs will I

break in pieces f, and the bars of iron will I cut

5

• The gates of Babylon within the city, leading from

the treets to the river, were providentially left open, when

Cyrus's forces entered the city in the night through the chan

nel of the river, in the general diſorder occafioned by the

great feaſt which was then celebrated : otherwiſe, ſays Hero

dotus, ( Lib. i . 191. ) the Perſians would have been put up

in the river, and taken as in a net, and all deſtroyed . And

the gates of the palace were imprudently opened by the king's

orders, to enquire what wis the cauſe of the tumult withour,

when the two parties under Gubryas and Gadatas ruſhed in ,

got poflefion of the palace, and flew the king. Xenoph .

Cyroep. 7 p . 328.

+ Herodotus ſays, ( s . 179. )( 1. 179-) “ In the wall all round ,

there are an hundred gates all of braſs ; and ſo in like mana,

ner are the ſides and lintels . ” The gates within the city ,

opening to the river from the ſeveral ſtreets, were likewiſe of

braſs ; as were alſo thoſe of the temple of Belus... Ibid . 1 .

180. 181 ,

Z aſun

1

3
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aſunder. And I will give unto thee the trea

ſures * of darkneſs, and the ſtores deep hidden in

ſecret places : that thou mayeſt know, that I am

the Lord ; he that calleth thee by thy name, is

the God ofIrael.” By this, God ſhewed that it

was not by his own power, that Cyrus achieved

all his conqueſts, but by the divine aſſiſtance :

and which Cyrus himſelf acknowledged ; Ezra,

“ Thus faith Cyrus king of Perſia, the ,

Lord God of heaven hach givenmeall the king

doms of the earth ;” &c . Not as Sennacherib,

who ſaid , ““ By the ſtrength of my hand have I

done it ; and by my wiſdom , for I am prudentt;”

&c. For which the prophet denounced his

deſtruction ; and which was fully accompliſhed .

Nor yet like Nebuchadnezzar, who ſaid, “ I will

aſcend above the heights of che clouds; I will be

i . 2 .

1

Sardis and Babylon when taken by Cyrus, were the

wealthieſt cities in the world . Craſus, celebrated beyond

all the kings of that age for his riches, gave up his treaſures

to Cyrus, with an exact account in writing of the whole,

containing the particulars with which each waggon was load

ed, when they were carried away, and which were delivered

to Cyrus at the palace of Babylon . Xenoph . Cyrop. lib.

7. P 503. 515. According to Pliny's account ( Nat. Hift.

33. 15. ) of the wealth taken by Cyrus in Aſia, the gold

and ſilver, converted into pounds ſterling, would amount to

$ 126, 214,000. Brerewood, De Ponderibus, cap . 10 .

+ Iſai. X, 13 .

like
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like the moſt High *.” For which blaſphemous

expreſlion , that dreadful ſentence contained in the

following verſes was pronounced againſt him and

his pofterity ; and which was likewiſe accom

pliſhed in every particular. But Cyrus, was fully

convinced that he owed his victories to God, to

whom alone, he aſcribed all his ſucceſſes ; more

eſpecially, as he was aſſured, that the God of If

rael , had called him by name, near two hundred

years before his birth, that he might know that

he was Jehovah, the God of Iſrael ; and that he

did not make him thus ſucceſsful and victorious

for his fake ; but for the ſake of his chofen Ifra

el, as in ver . 4. &c . " For the ſake of my fer

vant jacob, and of Iſrael, my choſen ; I have

even called thee by thy name ; I have ſirnamed

thee, though thou haſt not known me. I am the

LORD, and none elſe ; beſide me there is no God ;

I have girded thee, though thou haſt not known

me. That they may know from the riſing of the

fun, and from the weſt, that there is none beſide

me : I am the LORD, and none elle ; Who formeth

the light, and createth darknefs ; who maketh

peace, and createth evil : I Jehovah am the au

thor of all theſe things. " We now have a full

view of the prophecy, the truth ofwhich, is prov

* Iſai. xiv. 141

Z 2 ed
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ed by its full completion in every particular ,

to contrary to the pretended oracles, and predic

tions delivered by the prognoſticators, diviners,

& c.--- The Prophet in figurative language alſo

fnews the manner in which Babylon was to be

taken ; and that, though God had called Cyrus,

and led him on to victory, &c, in ſuch an extra

ordinary manner ; yet, was it not for his merit ;

for he knew not the LORD : but the fole end and

purpoſe, for which he was called , and thus ex

alted , was for the ſake of the God of Iſrael's cho

ſen people ; and that he might know, that the

LORD alone formed all things ; contrary to the

great principle of the Magian religion , which

prevailed in Perſia in the time of Cyrus, and in

which , he probably was educated , that there are

two fupreme, co- eternal, and independant cauſes,

always acting in oppoſition to each other ; one

they called Light, who was the author of allgood ;

the other, they called Darkneſs, the author of all

evil ; that, when the good being Light had the

aſcendancy, then good and happineſs prevailed

among men ; and when Darkneſs had the ſupe

riority, then evil and miſery abounded . In refe

rence therefore, to this abſurd opinion, held by

the perſon (Cyrus) to whom this prophecy is ad

dreſſed, God by his Prophet, in the moſt ſignifi

cant



OLD TESTAMENT .
173

cant terins, aſſerts his Omnipotence and ſupre

macy : “ I am the Lord , and none elſe ; Wha

formeth the light and createth darkneſs ; who

maketh peace, and createth evil : I Jehovah am

the author of all theſe things.” Declaring that

thoſe Powers, whom the Perſians held to be the

original authors of good and evil to mankind, re

preſenting them by Light and Darkneſs, as their

proper emblems, were no other than creatures of

God, the jnftruments which he employs in his

government of the world, ordained , or permitted

by, him in order to execute his wiſe and juſt de

çrees ; and that there is no Power, either good or

evil , independant of the One Supreme God , infi .

nite in power and in goodneſs . Now, is it pof

ſible to conceive, that a captive Jew, intending

to compliment Cyrus, the greateſt prince in the

world, ſhould be ſo ſtupid, fo devoid of all rea

ſon and common ſenſe, as to tell him , that the

victories he had achieved, and the conqueſts he

had obtained , were not the effect of his wiſdom ,

prudence, and valour ; but were beſtowed on him

by the God of Iſrael : a God whom he did not

know : and that they were not beſtowed on him,

for his merit ; becauſe he did not worſhip God,

as he did not know him : but for the ſake ofGod's

choſen people, that they through his means,

might
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might be releaſed from the captivity they were

held in by the Babylonians ; fo that he was no

thing more , than a mere inſtrument in the hands

of that God, which he knew not ; and who alſo

cold him , that the God's he worſhipped were no

other than his creatures ; and that his religion

was all a lie . This, I muſt confeſs was a pretty

way indeed, to compliment a great prince, ſuch

as Cyrus ; but, that it ſhould procure from him

the deliverance of the captives, as a thankful ac

knowledgement, that he owed all his power
and

greatnets , to God's infinite goodnets and power ,

is altogether incredible : and whoever maintains

ſuch an abſurdity, ſhews either a weak head, or a

bad heart.

As to what you ſay (p. 45 ) of " the ſtudiçd

craft of ſcripture-makers, in making every part

of this romantic book of ſchool-boy's eloquence

bend to the monſtrous idea of a Son of God, be

gotten by a ghoſt on the body of a virgin,” &c .

I have nothing to ſay, as it does not concern me

in the defence of Iſaiah : becauſe, I am fully con

vinced, that the Prophet never intended any ſuch

thing ; as I have ſhewn at large, in my Letters

to Dr. Cooper, in anſwer to his One great argu

ment for the truth of Chriſtianity from a ſingle Pro,

phecy .

1
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phec ' * . But, as you attempt to prove from this

paſſage, that Iſaiah was “ a lying prophet and an .

iinpotior,” I ſhall briefly ſtate the true intent and

meaning of the Prophecy; and ſhew that what he

had predicted, was fully verified in every partie

cular .

It muſt be obſerved, that before this confede

racy of the two kings againſt the houſe of Davido

they each had warred ſeperately againſt Judah ;

when Rezin firſt carried away a great multitudes

of them captive to Damaſcus ; and afterwards

the king of Iſrael alſo ſmote an hundred and

twenty thouſand in one day ; and carried away

two hundred thouſand of them captive ; but al

though they were made captives, yet were they

not retained in captivity ; for the men of Iſrael

being admoniſhed by the Lord's Prophet, the

principal men, “ roſe up ; and took the cap

tives, and with the ſpoil clothed all that were na

ked, among them, and arrayed them , and ſhod

them , and gave them to eat and to drink , and

anointed them, and carried all the feeble ofthem

upon aſſes, and brought them to Jericho the city

of the palm -trees + , to their brethren, 2 Chron,

ز

xxviii .

• See my Letters to Dr. Prieſtly, Dr. Cooper, &c .

ont By this Sir, you may perceive that there was ſome

hu .
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xxviii . 15.- But now that they formed a league

together, not for the purpoſe ofmaking captives,

or taking of ſome cities ; but with an intent to

make an entire conqueſt ofthe kingdom of Ju

dah , deſtroy the houſe of David, and place ano

ther family on the throne ; it ſays, they “ went

up towards Jeruſalem to war againſt it; but could

not prevail againſt it . ” For though when they

came up ſeperately againſt Judah , God fuffered

them as the inſtruments of his vengeance, for

their manifold fins , to prevail againſt them : yet,

when that unnatural confederacy of Iſrael with

the uncircumciſed was formed ; and they planned

the iotal destruction of the royal house of David,

God would by no means ſuffer it ; they conſe .

quently could not prevail againſt it. And,

becauſe the houſe of David was ſo greatly

moved at this formidable confederacy ; ( but

which was not the caſe, when they came up fe .

perately , and therefore is not mentioned in Chron

icles ) God commanded Ifaiah to go forth , and en

courage Ahaz, by telling him , that this ſcheme,

“ſhall not ſtand, neither ſhall it come to paſs.”

And as a proof of this, the Prophet gave him the

humanity amongſt thoſe Iſraelites, whom you, and your mar.

ter Voltaire, every where repreſent as a horde of barbarous

brutes.

fol.
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following lign. “ Behold the young woman hath

conceived *, and beareth a ſon, and ſhall call his

name Immanuel. Butter and honey ſhall he cat,

af his knowingt to refuſe the evil, and chooſe the

good. For before the child ſhall know to refuſe

the evil, and chooſe the good, the land ſhall be

forſaken , which thou abhorreſt becauſe ofboth its

kings.” This was fully accompliſhed , when the

king of Affyria few Rezint; and Hoſca che fon

of Elah New Pekah S. Thus was this prophecy

fully verified in every particular : for the Pro

phet declared by the command of God, that the

above mentioned purpoſe ofthe two kings, ' hall

not ſtand , neither ſhall it come to paſs.” I now

aſk you, Did it ſtand ? Did it come to paſs }

Did they dethrone and deſtroy the royal houſe of

David ? Was the fon of Tabeal ever made king

of Judah ? No. On the contrary, the two confe

derate kings were both cut off, before the child

that was to be born , knew , to refuſe the evil, and

1777 Is the preſent tenſe : IS WITH CHILD .

+ At his knowing &c . The circumftance of the child's

cating butter and honey , was to denote a ſtate of plenty ; and

which was to ariſe from their deliverance, that was to take

place before the child ſhould know to refuſe the evil, and

chooſe the good ; at which time he was to eat it : and which

was actually the caſe, as I have plainly ſhewn above .

2 King. xvi. 9 . $ Ibid . XV• 30

А а chooſe
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chooſe the good, exactly as the Prophet had

predicted. Hence it is manifeſt that the kings

not only failed in their attempt, but were them

ſelves cut off ; while Ahas continued to reign

over Judah, and was peaceably ſucceeded by his

ſon Hezekiah . Pray Sir, Who is now the lying

prophet ana impoſtor ? I will not ſay you have

told a lie, but you have ſaid the thing that is not

true : and therefore, think the following words

of the Prophet peculiarly applicable to you.

« Wo unto them who call evil good, and good

evil : who put darkneſs for light, and light for

darkneſs ; who put bitter for ſweet, and ſweet for

bitter . Wo unto them who are wife in their own

eyes, and prudent in their own conceit* ."

You charge Jeremiah with “guarding his †

prognoſtications in ſuch a crafty manner, as to

leave himſelf a door to eſcape by,” becauſe he

had ſaid, that though God ſhould denounce the

deſtruction of a nation for its wickedneſs ; yet,

if that nation ſhould repent, and return from its

eyil, the Lord would repent of the evil that he

thought to do unto them ; and vice verſa . This

you call “ an abſurd I ſubterfuge, --conſiſtent

with nothing but the ſtupidity of the Bible .”

But in my humble opinion, it is highly inſtruc

# Ifai. y 20-21 . op po 47 I p. 48.

tive ;
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tive ; for under the type of the Potter's faſhion

ing the veſſel as he pleaſes, is ſhewn, God's ab

folute authority over all nations and kingdoms,

to regulate and alter their condition at his own

diſcretion ; and that he rewards and puniſhes

them according to their deſert. It muſt there

fore be conſidered as a warning to all nations, to

be careful not to commit evil in the ſight of the

Almighty ; and likewiſe as an encouragement to

thoſe who have ſinned , to avail themſelves of

God's mercy, to repent and turn from their evil

way ; as was actually the caſe of the Ninevites :

and as is plain from the whole tenour of the hif

tory of the Hebrews .

You next bring forward an objection , which

you have borrowed from Spinoza and others,

concerning the diſordered ſtate of the book : but

this does not affect the authenticity, nor the ge

nuineneſs of the book of Jeremiah : for although

the order of time, may not be every where ob

ſerved ; yet may it be accounted for, in ſuppo

ſing that Ezra, or the men ofthe great ſynagogue,

having found all the prophecies of Jeremiah ſe

parately, they collected them together into one

book, without attending ſtrictly to the order of

their proper places : and yet this may not have

been the effect of chance, but of ſome caufc kr

A a 2
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to the Prophet and them , though unknown to

us ; as the learned Abarbanal has obſerved on

the xxxvth chapter, which contains a prophecy

expresſly ſaid to be delivered in the days of Je

hoiakim , and yet is placed after ſeveral that were

delivered in the days of Zedekiab : but the reaſon

of this , appears to be as follows. When Jere

miah had written the preceding prophecy, con=

cerning their not ſuffering the bond -men and

bond -women to go free according to the law of

Mofes * , and for which , he denounced a ſevere

ſentence againſt them ; he thought proper to place

immediately after it, the prophecy concerning the

Rechabites , who ſtrictly obeyed their father's in

junction : and when he made trial of their obedi

ence, and offered them wine to drink, they re

fuſed it ; alleging the expreſs prohibition of their

father. By which, the Prophet had an opportu

nity ofplacing the diſobedience of theJews to the

divine command, in a much ſtronger point of

view ; by contraſting it with the obedience that

the Rechabites paid to their father's command 3

and as is plain from the words of the Prophet,

Ver . 13-14IS.

“ Thus faith the LORD of

hofts, the God of Iſrael ; Go and ſay unto the

men of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jeruſalem ,

* Exod , xxi. 2. Levit. XXV . 39. & c .

Will 1
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Will ye not receive inſtruction to hearken to my

words ? ſaith the LORD. The words of Jonadab

the ſon of Rechab, which he gave in charge to

his ſons, not to drink wine, have been punctually

performed, & c. But ye have not hearkened

unto me." &c. Then follows the ſevere ſentence

which God had pronounced againſt them for their

diſobedience, contraſted with the reward he
pro

miſed to beſtow on the Rechabites for their obe .

dience.-- In this manner, all the ſeeming diſorder

in the arrangement of the book, might probably

be accounted for.

You alſo charge (p. 52. ) the Prophet, or the

book , ( it is all the ſame) with contradiction, be

cauſe two different accounts are given of his im

priſonment: but if you had attended to the dif,

ferent accounts with a candid eye, in order te

come at truth, you would have found, that they

recorded two different impriſonments; as nothing

can be more obvious than that he was twice im

priſoned * : firſt, in the houſe of Jonathan the

ſcribe, as mentioned chap. xxxvii. 15. and from

de

ti

• The learned Abarbanal is of opinion that he was ima

priſoned ſeveral times ; the firſt of which was in the days of

Jehoiakim : this he has clearly and ſatisfactorily proved from

the different texts : and which the learned reader may ſee in

his comment on the xxxviith. Chapter.

which

1
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which he was liberated by Zedekiah , to the court

of the priſon , and had by his order a ſtated allow

ance of bread , until all the bread in the city was

ſpent : and for having publickly predicted the

deſtruction of Jeruſalem , he was a ſecond time

impriſoned in the dungeon of Malchijah the king's

fon ; whence he was freed by the interceſſion of

Ebed -melech : as mentioned Chap . xxxviii.

The different names in the twenty - firſt and

thirty eighth chapters, plainly ſhew that they were

diſtinct events ; the one, giving an account of

thoſe that were ſent with the meſſage from Zede

kiah ; the other, of thoſe that heard him declare

to the people the deſtruction of Jeruſalem : and

ſo far from the conference breaking off abruptly,

at the tenth verſe of the twenty firſt chapter, that

it is continued to the end of the chapter : for from

verſe the third to verſe ſeventh , he anſwers the

king ; from verſe the eighth to the tenth, he ſpeaks

to the people ; and from verſe the eleventh to

the end , to the houſe of the king of Judah .

You obſerve, ( p . 51. ) “ But the inſtance in

the laſt chapter ( the lii . ) is ſtill more glaring;”

becauſe it contains an account of the deſtruction

of Jeruſalem , which had been already mentioned ;

but this objection is ſo futile, that I ſhould not

have taken notice of it, were it not to expoſe its

abſurdity ; and to let your admirers ſee what a

pro
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profound critic you are in ſacred literature ; for it

is univerſally allowed * to have been added by

ſome one after Jeremiah's time, probably by Ez

ra and the men of the great Synagogue, who re

viſed the ſacred writings, and collected them into

one body : and as is plain from the text. « Thus

far (are ) the words of Jeremich .” And which

was, to diſtinguiin che preceding prophecies from

what follows ; which is nearly the fame word for

word, as it is recorded in the ſecond book of

Kings, Chap. XXIV: 18-20, and Ch . xxv , toge .

ther with ſome few additions. And the reaſon

of its being placed here, was to thew , the com

plete and exact accompliſhment of the predicti

ons of Jeremiah concerning the Jewiſh nation ;

and the truth ofthe divine word of prophecy.

I now proceed to take notice of a matter of

greater importance ; namely , your charge againſt

Jeremiah for his duplicity . That we inay have

a clear view of the force of your objection, it is

neceſſary to obſerve, that Jeremiah on account

of his having publickly predicted the deftruction

of Jeruſalem , had been caſt by the princes of J11

dah, who fought his life , into a miry dungeon, as

above ſhewn ; and where he certainly would have

periſhed, had not Ebed -melech taken compaflion

* See Abarbanal, &c.
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on him , and ſpoken to the king in his favour,

faying, “ My lord the king, theſe men have done

evil in all that they have done to Jeremiah the

prophet, whom they have cauſed to be thrown

into the dungeon : and he is like to die for hunger

in the place where he is. ” On this repreſentation ,

the king ordered Jeremiah to be taken out of the

dungeon; and ſhortly after ſent for him privately ,

(See verſe 14. ) and deſired him to conceal no

thing from him ; at the ſame time binding him

ſelf by an oath, that, whatever the nature of his

prophecy might be, he would not put him to

death, nor deliver him into the hands of thoſe men

( the princes) that ſought his life . Jeremiah then

fhewed him God's purpoſe reſpecting the fate of

Jeruſalem . When the conference was ended, the

king, mindful of his oath to preſerve the life of

the prophet, diſmiſſed him, ſaying, “ Let no man

know of theſe words, and thou ſhalt not die. But

ifthe princes hear that I have talked with thee,

and they come unto thee, and fay unto thee, De.

clare unto us now what thou haſt ſaid unto the

king, hide it not from us, and we will not put theo

to death ; alſo what the king faid unto thec :

then ſhalt thou ſay unto them, I preſented my

ſupplication before the king, that he would not

caufe me to return to Jonathan's houſe to die

there .
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there. Then came all the princes to Jeremiah,

and aſked him, and he told them according to all

theſe words that the king had commanded .” On

this you obſerve ( P. 52. ) “ Thus, this man of

God, as he is called, could tell a lie, or very

ſtrongly prevaricate,men for certainly he did not

go to Zedekiah, to make his fupplication ; nei

ther did he make it.” But you certainly miſtake

Sir, it is not ſaid that he went to make his ſup

plication, but that he preſented it . And, as it is

mentioned in the preceding chapter, that in the

conference with the king, he did make fupplica

tion to him , it is very probable that in this con

ferere he renewed it : eſpecially as we find that

he continued in the court of the priſon : but be

this as it may, I contend that Jeremiah did not

prevaricate, nor tell a lie on this occaſion ; he acte

ed as every honeſt prudent man would have done

in his ſituation . He knew theſe men were his em

nemies, and ſought his life ; he therefore, was un

der no obligation to tell the whole mater to ſuch

men ; he told them the truth in part, to ſave his

life ; and thatwas ſufficient. Moreover, the king

had commanded him what he ſhould ſay ; and

particularly charged him to let no man know

what had paſſed between them : he therefore, as

an obedient and dutiful ſubject, thought it his

Вь bound

1

NE
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bounden duty, to do as the king had commanded

him : if he had not, you would have accuſed him ,

of betraying the king's confidence ; eſpecially as

you have already affixed a fufpician on him ofhis

being a traitor.

But your next charge is of a ſtill more ſerious

nature ; for you accuſe Jeremiah of delivering

fare predictions, “ In the xxxivth chapter " you

ſay, ( p. 53.)” is a prophecy of Jeremiah to Ze

dekiah in theſe words, ver. 2.- ' Thus faith

the LORD, Behold I will give this city into the

hands of the king of Babylon, and will burn it

with fire ; and thou ſhalt not eſcape out of his

hand, but thou ſhalt ſurely be taken, and deliver

ed into his hand : and thine eyes ſhall behold the

eyes of the king of Babylon, and he ſhall ſpeak

with thee mouth to mouth, and thou ſhalt
go

Babylon . Yet hear the word of the Lord, o Ze

dekiah, king of Judah, thus faith the Lord, Thou

fhalt not die by theſword, but thou ſhalt die in peace;

and with the burnings of thy fathers, the former

kings that were before thee, tofall they burn on

dours for thee, and will lament thee, ſaying, Ab,

lord ! for I have pronounced the word, faith the

Lord .'

“Now, inſtead ofZedekiah beholding the eyes

of the king of Babylon, and ſpeaking with him

mouth

to
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ver. IO .

mouth to mouth, and dying in peace, and with

the burning of odours, as at the funeral of his

fathers ( as Jeremiah had declared, the LORD

himſelf had pronounced,) the reverſe, according

to the lii , chapter, was the caſe : it is there ſaid,

" That the king of Babylon New the

fons of Zedekiah before his eyes ; then he put

out the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him in

khains, and carried him to Babylon, and put him

in priſon till the day of his death .” What then

can we ſay of theſe prophets, but that they arc

impoſtors and liars ? " - I can ſay, that there is not

a word of truth in all that you have advanced ;

for the prophecy was fulfilled in every particular,

as will be ſeen, by comparing the words of the

prophecy with the hiſtory.

THE PROPHECY, THE HISTORY.

“ I will give this city " Came Nebuzar- adan

into the hand of the king captain of the guard

of Babylon; and he ſhall into Jeruſalem, And he

burn it with fire. And burnt the houſe of the

thou ſhalt not eſcape out Lord, and the king's

of his hands, but ſhalt houle ; and all the houſes

ſurely be taken and de- of Jeruſalem ,and all the

livered into his hand. houſes of the great men

And thine cyes ſhall burnt he with fire. But

behold the eyes of the the army of the Chal

B b 2 deans
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1

1

THE PROPHECY. THE HISTORY.

king of Babylon, and he deans purſued after the

ſhall ſpeak with thee king, and overtook Ze -

mouth to mouth . And dekiah in the plains of

thou ſhalt go to Baby- Jericho : and all his ar

lon . Yet hear the word my was ſcattered from

of the Lord , o Zede- him. Then they took

kiah king of Judah : the king, and carried

Thus faith the LORD of him up unto the king

thee, Thou ſhalt not die of Babylon to Riblah ;

by the ſword: But thou where he gave judge

ſhalt die in peace : and ment upon him. And

with the burnings of thy the king ofBabylon New

fathers, - fo fhall they the fons of Zedekiah be

burn odours for thee. fore his eyes : -- Then

he put out the eyes of

Zedekiah ; and the king

of Babylon bound him

in chains, and carried

him to Babylon, and

put him in priſon, till

the day of his death .”

Ch. lii . 8-13. 2 King.

XXV. 5-9. See alſo

2 Chron, xxxvi. 19.

Hience it is manifeſt, that Zedekiah did ſee the

eyes of the king of Babylon, when he dew the

fons



OLD TESTAMENT. 189

fons of Zedekiah before his eyes ; and ſpake

judgments * with him : that is, he upbraided him

with the perfidy of his revolt againſt him ; as he

had ſworn by God to him : ( See 2 Chron . xxxvi .

13. ) for which, he put out his eyest, and carried

him to Babylon ; where hedied in peace, as the

prophet had predicted. He did not die in battle :

neither was he put to a violent or ſhameful death :

he died a natural death on his bed , though in a

priſon . Thus we fee how the prophecy and hif

tory agree, and ſhew the full completion of the

prophecy . And now Sir, What can we ſay of

thoſe who call Jeremiah a liar and impoſtor, but

that they are baſe caluminators ?

You alfi affc , that Jeremiah joined himſelf

afte:wards to Nebuchadnezzar, and went about

propheſying for him againſt the Egyptians ;

Thus imuch for another of theſe lying prophets.”

But where did you find this ? Surely not in the

narrative that we have of theſe tranſactions ; for

1

* This is the literal ſenſe ofthe Hebrew.

+ The prophecy of Ezekiel concerning Zedekiak, is

very remarkable ; ( Chap. xii . 13.) " And I will bring him

to Babylon to the land of the Chaldeans ; yet ſhall he not ſee

it, though he ſhall die there." How exactly was this ac

compliſhed, when the king of Babylon put out his eyes, and

then brought him to Babylon ! So that though he died there ,

yet did lie not ſee it , I p. 53

there
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there it is ſaid , “ And the captain of the guards

took Jeremiah, and ſaid unto him, the LORD thy

God hath denounced this calamity againſt this

place .- (no ſmall compliment to the truth of the

Prophet's predictions) If it ſeem good unto thee

to come with me to Babylon, coine ; and I will

ſet mine eyes upon thee.” But he declined ac .

cepting this kind and friendly offer of Nebuzar

addan ; and with a diſintereſtedneſs, and true pa

triotilin , ( which perhaps you would have admired

in any other man , but a prophet ) he returned to

his diſtreſſed brethren ; and when they were de.

termined to go down to Egypt, he endeavoured

to prevent them : telling them according to the

word of the LORD, that if they went thither, the

ſword of which they were afraid , ſhould overtake

them there in the land of Egypt, and they ſhould

die there; becauſe they diſſembled when they ſent

him to enquire for them of God, “ ſaying, Pray

for us unto the Lord our God ; and according

to all that the LORD our God ſhall ſay, ſo de .

clare unto us, and we will do. -But
ye

have

not hearkened unto the voice of the LORD your

God - Now therefore ye ſhall know aſſuredly,

that by the ſword , and by famine, and by peſti

Jence ſhall ye die in the place, whither ye deſire

to go to fojourn . ” (Jerem . xlii. 20-22.) But

they ſtill perfilting in going to Egypt, forced Je

remiah
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fëmiah along with them . There indeed he pro •

pheſied againſt the Egyptians , ( as in their de

ſtruction , the Jews that were in Egypt were in

cluded ; ) and alſo againſt ſeveral other nations ;

particularly againſt the Babylonians, without the

leaſt regard or attention to, or from Nebuchad

nezzar ; and which is a plain proof ofthe falſity

of your charge againſt the Prophet ; whilſt the

exact accompliſhment of theſe prophecies, are an

evident demonſtration of the truth of Jeremiah's

prophetic ſpirit.

You ſay, ( p. 54.) “ In the former part of the

Age of reaſon, I have ſaid that the word prophec

was the Bible word for poet.-- I am ſufficiently

juftified in this opinion, not only becauſe the

books called the prophecies are written in poe

tical language, but becauſe there is no word in

the Bible except it be the word prophet, that de

ſcribes what we mean by a poet. ”— I ſuppoſe then

Sir, that you are perfectly acquainted with the

Hebrew, and know that there is no word for poct

in that language, but X3 Nabee, which is al

ways tranſlated a prophet. Well, and what then

is the word for poem in the Hebrew ? It muſt

)

a prophecy, and not a poem. 7 ' Sheer Sir, is the

proper word for poem in the Hebrew : whence is

derived 77jwn Melboerear; a Poet. It muſt alſo

be

denotesהאובנNebuab : butהאובנcertainly be

.
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be obſerved , that the word d'a) a prophet, is ne

ver applied to any, but ſuch as were ſent to the

people to admoniſh and inſtruct them ; for ']

is properly derived from binow and the fruit of

sbe lips. ( Ifai . Ivii , 19. ) And therefore, Moſes

ſays in Deut . xviii . 15 . “ The Lord thy God

will raiſe up unto you, 2 ) a prophet as I am

from the midſt of thee, of thy brethren, unto him

ye ſhall hearken .” and ver. 18. “ I will raiſe

them up Xa) a prophet from among their bre

threr, as thou art, and I will put my words in his

mout),” &c . “ N21 A prophet unto the nati

ons have I conſtituted thec . (Jerm. 1. 5. ) “And

the Lord ſaid unto me , Go, 8217 prophefy un

to my people,” (Amos. vii . 15. ) Whence it is

manifeſt that the word Xa ) properly denotes a

ineſſenger jeni with a prophecy ; and which is the

reaſon that the book of Daniel, though it contains

prophecies of the utmoſt importance ; many of

which have been ſo exactly fulfilled ; that infi

dels have aſſerted, that the facts were prior to

the predictions : yet is it placed among the Ha

giographical books, and not among the prophe

tic : as I have fewn at large in Lingua Sacra,

Radix 27 and where I have alſo ſhewn the true

ChoesהזוחRoeeb andהאורmeaning of the words

zeb ; both of which in Engliſh denote a Seer :

and
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and applied to ſuch as faw a viſion ofGod, but

were not ſent with any meſſage to the people, &c .

From all which it is plain that, your criticiſm is

falſe and fallacious ; owing to your extreme ig

norance ofthe ſubject you pretend to treat of; and

which muſt ever render you contemptible in the

eyes ofevery diſcerning reader. Alas ! how are the

mighty fallen !

Your illiberal abuſe of the prophets and pro

phecies, (p. 54. 55. ) the former ofwhom you call

“ poetical-muſical-conjuring-dreaming.ſtrolling

gentry ;" and the latter you compare to “ for

tune- telling, caſting nativities, predicting riches,

fortunate or unfortunate marriages, conjuring for

loft goods, ” &c plaịnly ſhews, that you either

have miſtaken their office and character, or what

is worſe, wilfully miſrepreſent them : for their

office was, to deliver to the nation the commands

of God, his promiſes and threatnings ; and to ad

moniſh them to return to their duty ; as the pro

phet ſays; “ And I have ſent unto you all my

ſervants the prophets riſing up early and ſending,

ſaying, Return . I pray you, every one from his

evil way, and amend your doings, ” &c . (Jerm.

xxxv. 15. beſides ſeveral other paſſages in the

ſame prophct of the like import) In the execu

tion of this duty, they were frequently perſecu

ged , and which, theſe holy men had foreſeen and

Сс
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expected , as the reward of their labours ; and

therefore, we generally ſee them take this painful

and weighty office on them very reluctantly, and

at laſt accept it merely in obedience to the re

peated orders of heaven . But, as ſoon as they

liad accepted it, and the burden of the word was

laid on them , they boldly iſſued forth before kings

and people ; upbraiding them for their idolatry

and their crimes ; and then, neither exile, nor

chains , nor dungeons, could ſilence their noble

indignation : but they ſuſtained all with the ut

moft fortitude.

You next charge the prophets with being party

men ; and obſerve (p. 55. ) “ This party pro

pheſying ſhewed itſelf immediately on the ſepa

ration of the firſt two rival kings, Rehoboam and

Jeroboam . The prophet that curſed, or prophe

ſied againſt the altar, that Jeroboam had built in

Bethel, was of the party of Judah, where Reho

boam was king ; and he was way laid on his re

turn home by a prophet of the party of Iſrael,

who ſaid unto him, ( 2 King chap . xiii . ) Art

thou the man of God that came from Judah ? and

he ſaid I am . ' Then the prophet of the party of

Iſrael ſaid to him, 'I am a prophet alſo as thou art,

( ſignifying of Judah ) and an angel ſpake unto me

by the word of the Lord, ſaying, Bring him back

with thee unto thine houſe, that be may eat bread

and

.



LD TESTAMENT . 195

and drink water : but, ſays che 18th verſe, he lied

unto bim . The event however, according to the

ſtory , is , that the prophet of Judah never got back

to Judah ; for he was found dead on the road by

the contrivance ofthe prophet of Iſrael, who no

doubt was called a true prophet by his own party ,

and the prophet of Judah a lying prophet.” This

charge, is a moſt abominable falſehood, and

plainly ſhews your depravity of heart. Was

Shemaiah who admoniſhed Rehoboam to defift

from going to war with Jeroboam , becauſe the

thing was from God, a party prophet ? And if

the prophet that came from Judah, was a party

prophet, and not a true prophet of God, how

could he ſo exactly forerell whar Joſiah was to do

on the altar upwards of three hundred and fifty

years after ? And how came king Jeroboam's

hand which he ſtretched out to lay hold of the

man of God, to be inſtantly dried up, and the al

tar rent, according to what he had predicted ?

Theſe things you have thought proper not to

mention, (an evident proof of your candour)

But you ſay, “ the prophet of Judah was killed

by the contrivance of the prophet of Iſrael.” Do

you think then, that the prophet of the party of

Iſrael, was a maſter of wild beaſts, and kept lions

to deſtroy the prophets of the party of Judah ? In

deed, he muſt have been an admirable fellow ,

1

chat
Сс 2
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that could train his lions in ſuch a manner, as that

they ſhould ſay the man, and not kill the beaſt, nor

devour the carcals of the prophet. ( ver. 28 .)-To

be ferious , does not the death of the prophet, and

the ſubſequent behaviour of the lion, teach us,

that the prophet was flain by the expreſs com

mand of God, as it was foretold ? But that which

flatly contradicts your affertion , is , the prophet of

Iſrael's fair, open , and candid acknowledgement,

that the prophet of Judah (as you call him,

though without the leaſt ſhadow oftruth ,as I Mall

ſhew in my comment on ſeripture ) was a true

prophet ofGod, and not a lying prophet, as you

falſely and baſely affert .-- Hear his charge to his

ſons, and take ſhame to yourſelf, for having thus

vilified the true ſervants of God . " When I am

dead, then bury me in the fepulchre wherein the

man ofGod is buried ; lay my bones beſide his

bones . For the faying which he cried by the word

of the LORD againſt the altar in Bethel, and a

gainſt all the houſes of the high places, which are

in the cities of Samaria, ſhall ſurely come to

paſs. ”-Compare this with 2 King. chap. xxiii.

1619. and you will be convinced, how ex

actly this prophecy was fulfilled in cvery particu
lar.

Jehofhaphat king of Judah; Jehoram king of

Iſrael, and the king of Edom, being mgaged in
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a war againſt the king of Moab, you obſerve,

( p. 56. ) “ the ſtory ſays, they were in great diſ

treſs for water, upon which Jehoihaphat ſaid , ' Is

there not a prophet of the Lord, that we may enquire

of the Lord by him ? '-The ſtory then ſays, that

theſe three kings went down to Eliſha, ( an high

honour indeed for one of your conjurers) and

when Eliſha, (who, as I ſaid, was a Judahmite

prophet)ſaw the king of Iſrael, he ſaid unto him,

'What have I to do with thee, get tbee to the pro .

phets of thy father, and to the prophets ofthy mother.

As the Lord ofhoſts liveth, before whom I ſtand,

furely, were it not that I regard the preſence of Je

boſkaphat, king ofJudah, I would not look towards

thee, nor ſee thee. Here is all the venom and

vulgarity of a party prophet.” - And here Sir,

is all the venom and vulgarity of an ignorant,

impertinent, profane ſchoffer . What ! Eliſha a

Judahmite prophet ! Ha ! Ha ! Mygood friend,

you muſt go to ſchool: Eliſha a Judahmite pro

phet ! Was Abelmabolab the birth place ofEliſha,

( 1 King. xix . 16. ) in the kingdom of Judah ?

Was Samaria, where the prophet generally reſi

ded , ( 2 King. v . iii . vi . 32. &c. ) in the king.

dom of Judah ? Was Eliſha a Judahmite party

prophet, when he diſcovered to the king of Iſrael

the fecret counſels of the king of Syria againſt

him ? Did he ever prophecy in , or concerning the

ding
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kin dom of Judah ? On the contrary, was he not

always looked upon as the prophet of Iſrael ; Did

he not order one ofthe fons of the prophets to a.

noint Jehu king of Ifrael ? And when Eliſha lay

on his death bed, it was not the king of Judah

that came to him, but the king of Iſrael that came

to ſee him ; “ And wept over his face, and ſaid ,

O my father ! my father ! the chariot of Iſrael,

and the horſemen thereof.” ( 2 King. xiii. 14. )

This plainly ſhews that the king conſidered him,

not only as a true prophet, but as the principal

prophet in Iſrael.

“ Now for the prophecy ;" you ſay, (P. 56. )

Thusfaith the Lord, Make this valley fullof

ditches ; ' which was juſt telling them what every

countryman might have told them, without either

fiddle or farce, that the way to get water was to

dig for it .” - But this buffoonery,

e dalli'd and brew'd with lies,

* To pleaſe the fools, and puzzle all the wiſe . "

is not a true repreſentation of the caſe ; for the

ditches were not dug to get water by digging for

it, but that they might hold the water , when “ with

out wind or rain , ” it ſhould miraculouſly come

from another country ; and “ behold , there came

water by the way of Edom, and the country was

filled with water. ” ThusThus was the prophecy fully

accompliſhed .

As
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xli. 12.

Ås to what you ſay, concerning Eliſha's curf :

ing the little children, which you have borrowed

from Voltaire*; I muſt obſerve, that the Hebrew

word O'?y? tranNated children , properly denotes

lads, youths, &c. and is frequently uſed to denote

perſons arrived at years of diſcretion : as in Gen.

$xxvii. 2 . xly . 20. &c. 1 Sam XXV.

5-9 . &c. &c. As to the term O'dup here add

ed ; and tranſlated little ; it is alſo uſed in Hebrew

to denote loco, &c . ſo that the proper ſenſe is

youths of a low degree : i . e . worthless young fel

lows. This will more plainly appear, when it is

conſidered, that Bethel was the idolatrous city,

where the prieſts of Baal miniſtred to the calves of

Jeroboam ; and as they had heard of the aſcent

of Elijah, and of Eliſha's ſucceeding him ; they

ſent their diſciples in deriſion of them both , to

mock Eliſha ; by ſaying, “ Go up , chou bald

head,” &c, for as Elijah was known by the de

ſcription of “ an hairy man ,” ( 2 King. i . 8. ) they,

to deride him, ſaid “ Go up,” &c . that is, thou

who art bald , why doſt thou not aſcend to where

thy maſter the hairy man is gone ? Seeing them

thus deride both him and his maſter ; he, as the

LORD's prophet, jealous for the honour of God,

and his ſervants, curſed them ; and had he not

>

1

* See Philoſophy of Hiſtory, p . 2050

act
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acted juſtly , his curſe would not have effected the

deſtruction of the offenders ; but God , who knew

that they deſerved death , miraculouſy ſent the

bears to deſtroy them , at the word of the pro

phet. This is the true ſtate of the caſe : and

plainly ſhews how unjuſt is your illiberal and ſcur

rilous abuſe of this prophet, by calling him a

conjurer, a curfer, and a liar.

The books of Ezekiel and Daniel, you allow

to be genuine ; but in order to diſcredit the au

thority of theſe books , you have formed a ſtrange

and monſtrous hypotheſis, for which there is not

the leaſt foundation in thoſe books . You ſuppoſe

( p . 58 ) that the dreams and viſions of Ezekiel

and Daniel were not revelations from God, but

a pretended enigmatical correſpondence relative

to the recovery of their country from the Baby

louian yoke. You alſo ſuppoſe, ( p : 59. ) that

for men ſituated as Ezekiel and Daniel were ,

ſcarcely any thing could be more abſurd, than

to ſuppoſe, that ſuch men ſhould find nothing to

do, but that of employing their time and their

thoughts about what was to happen to other na

tions, a thouſand or two thousand years after they

ſhould be dead .” — Then you ſuppoſe, that men

might take up the prophetic office, when they

pleaſed, as they do any other trade, or calling ;

and

4
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and then lay it down again when they pleaſed : but

this, every reader of the Old Teſtament, knows to

be falſe ; for thoſe that were called to the prophe

tic office, had no choice ; they were abliged to o

bey God's command, as above ſhown , page

194. ) This is a manifeſt proof of your conſum

mate ignorance, and impudence ; and indced, theſe

fuppofitions are altogether ſo abſurd , that it is

ſcarcely credible, that any man in his ſenſes, who

had ever ſo little regard to his reputation , as an

impartial inquirer after cruth , ſhould adopt luch

an hypotheſis : or that he ſhould have ſo little

reſpect for his readers as to obtrude it on che

world. Surely Sir, you muſt have conſidered your

readers as no better than beads of onions, when

you wrote this : no wonder then , if indignation

ſhould prompt the diſcerning reader to cry out,

" It is not eaſy I confeſs,

66 To baitie ſuch a plate of braſs ;

“ For, in my days, I ne'er did hear,

!! So impudent a fophifter ."

You ſay, (p. 60. ) " that Ezekiel ſpeaking of

Egypt, chap xxix. ver . 11. ſays, ' No foot of man

Mall paſs through it, nor foot of beaſt ſkall paſs

through it : neither ſhall it be inhabited for foriy

years.' This is what never came to paſs, and

conſequently it is falſe, as all the books I have

Dd
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already reviewed are." -- But this did come to

paſs, according to the figurative language of the

prophet ; for the expreſſion of the root of man

or beaſt pafing througļi, denoted the great deſo

lation, that was to be brought on it ; and that its

trade, which was then carried on by caravans as

it is at preſent, ſhould be totally deſtroyed for fore

ty years ; and which was fully accompliſhed as

the learned Abarbanal has ſhewn; ( See in Loc. )

for from the time that Nebuchadnezzar* conquer

cd Egypt till the ruin of the Babylonian empire,

was forty years And, had you taken the pains:

to have looked a verſe or two beyond where you .

quoted from , you would have ſeen the ſequel to

this prophecy, ver . 14-15.
“ And they ſhall :

be there a low kingdom. It ſhall be the loweſt

of the kingdoms ; neither ſhall it exalt itſelf any

more above the nations : that they rule.not

over the nations. This you may perhaps .call

an enigmatical dream , or a viſion , about the re

• Beroſus and Megaſthenes, two heathen hiſtorians,

who lived about three hundred years before, the Chriſtian

æra, bear teſtimony to the conqueſt of Egyp! by Nebuchad

nezzar ; for they ſay , that Nebuchadnezzar conquered great

part of Africa , and took ſeveral captives from Egypt, and

carried them to Babylon ; and that he tranſplanted and ſet .

tled others in Pontus; as Biſhop Newton has Niewn from

there hiſtoriana .

covery
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covery of Ezekiel's country : or ſay downright,

" it is a lie.” But every candid impartial perſon ,

will no doubt eſteem it a wonderful prophecy ;

for though it is upwards of two thouſand years

ſince the delivery of it, yet hath it been fulfilling

from that time to this ; as Egypt has in general

been tributary and in ſubjection to ftrangers: for

it was firſt conquered by the Babylonians under

Nebuchadnezzar ; and afterwards by the Per

fians under Cyrus, Cambyſes : &c. After the Per

ſians, it became ſubject to the Macedonians ; and

afterwards to the Romans, then to the Saraceps,

and then to the Mamalucs ; and now is a pro

vince of the Turkiih empire. This is proved

from Heredotus, Xenophon, Thucydides, Diod .

Sicul . & Strabo. See Newton on the prophecies,

Differt, 12 .

Your profane jeſt concerning Jopah and the

great fiſh *, ſcarcely deſerves an anfwer ; but, as

1

• You ſay a whale ; I know not where you found this;

not in the text I am ſure : for there it ſays a great fijn ; and

we have but an imperfect acquaintance with the natural hiſ

tory of fiſhes. However, we know, that the white ſhark,

or lamia, is a very dreadful and voracious fiſh , the largeſt of

all ſharks. They have been ſeen of four thouſand weight,

with throats capable of ſwallowing a luſty mati whole ; nay ,

men have been found whole in them when opened. Chamib ,

Cyclop. & Willughby Hilt. Pis . p . 47 .

Dd 2
you
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you attempt to ridicule the prophets, and blacket

their character through Jonah ; it is neceſſary; to

ſay a few words, in order to clear Jonah's cha

racter fiom chat foul aſperſion that you have caft

on it.

It is well known that Aſſyria, of which Nine

vah was the capitol, was ordained to deſtroy the

kingdom of Iſrael , and to carry the nation cap

tive ; it was therefore called the rod of God's an

ger ;. “ Ho ! to the Allyrian, the rod ofmine an

ger ," ( Ifai.x. 5. ) This Jonah knew, and there

fore determined within himſelf not to go on this

miffion, that the Affyrians might not eſcape the

puniſhment due to their crimes, through his

means; as he would then be acceſſary to the de

ſtruction of his own nation ; this affected him

greatly ; and induced him to withdraw from the

holy land *, and attempt to fuppreſs his miſſion ;

chuſing rather to ſuffer death , than in any wiſe be

inſtrumental to the ruin of his nation, by ſaving

theAſſyrians;and which proceeded from his pub

lict ſpirit, and love ofthe nation , and not from

• By'this, he thought to be deprived of the prophetic

ſpirit ; as I ſhall thew at large in my comment on this pro

phet. * This public ſpirit and love of the nation, was

confpicuous in the character of Moſes, ( Exod. xxxii . 32. )

of David, ( 2 Sam. xxiv . 17. ) of Jeremiah, (See the Lamenta

tions, beſides ſeveral parts of his book ) all ofwhom were wil .

ling to lay down their lives for their flock .

at the
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ti the malevolent ſpirit, of a Bible-prophet.

This was the cauſe of his grief throughout the

whole of this buſineſs ; ( as I ſhall ſhew at large in

my comment on the Old Teſtament) and there

fore, he ſaid , “ O LORD , take, I beſeech thee, my

life from me : " --As I have now performed my

miſſion , and find that they are to be ſpared, to be

the inſtruments of thy vengeance againit my na

tion ; I beſeech thee to take my life from me ;

" for it is better for me to die, than to live ; " and

ſee the deſtruction that is to be brought on my

people. The inſtruction that we receive from

this ſtory , is truly great ; as it ſhews us the bene

fit of true repentance from the Ninevites ; and

the fraility ofallhuman enjoyments from Jonah's

gourd ; as will be ſhewn in the aforementioned

comment.

Your nonſenſical obſervation on the prayer of

Jonah, is,

ܪ

ز

.6 light as chaff, that floats before the wind."

And therefore merits not a reply. Your balder

daſh about the "Satire and the moral of the fable,"

is nought

" But the finifter application

" of the malicious , ignorant, and baſe

“ Interpreter ."

You
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You conclude your iHiberal abuſe of the Old

Teſtament, in a ſtyle of the utmoſt ſelf impor

tance.--- . " I have now gone through the Bible,

( here good Sir, you miſtake the Old Teſtament

for the Bible ) as a man would go through a wood

with an axe on his ſhoulder, and fell trees . Here

they lie ; and the prieſts, if they can, may replant

them . They may, perhaps, stick them in the

ground, but they will never make them grow .”

And do you really think ſo haghly of your per

formance as to imagine that you have thereby de

moliſhed the authority of the Old Teſtament ? Is

it poſſible y ! u can be ſo infatuated, as to ſuppoſe

that you have by ſuch a compound of ignorance,

abſurdity, and nonſenſe, been able to effect, what

Moigan , Tindal, Bolingbroke, Hume, Voltaire,

Spinoza, and other infidels, have not been able to

effect, with all their wit and learning ? How ri

diculous ! No, Sir ; you have not effected it. I

· will tell you what you have done : You have in

a moſt unbecoming manner, ridiculed that which

was held moſt facred : and baſely caluminated

characters eſteemed moſt venerable ; you have re

vived the coffs ofthe profane ; and increaſed the

doubts ofthoſe who wavered . This, and more

you have done in going through the Old Teſta

ment ; but you have taken no notice of the great

de
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deſign God had in view, in felecting a particular

people, not for their own fakes, but that they

might hand down through all ages, the knowledge

of his exiſtence, his Unity, and particular provi

dence. To this end, God revealed his law to all

Ifrael, in the preſence of the whole nation .---In

this law, he fet before them in plain terms, the

reward of their obedience, and the dreadful pu

ni hment they were to expect in caſe of diſobedi

ence. Theſe they experienced alternately as they

obeyed, or tifobeyed the Lord's command ; till

at length , for their wickedneſs, they were caſt out

from off the goodly land which the LORD had

given them ; their whole polity and government

totally deſtroyed ; and themſelves diſperſed all

over the face of the earth , as Moſes had told

them, upwards of three thouſand years ago .

But not withſtanding this diſperſion, and all the

dreadful calamities which have accompanied it,

yet have they been miraculouſly preſerved , as

Moſes had alſo told them ; ( as ſhewn at large in

the former part of theſe Letters ) and which was

corroborated by the other prophets. It is the

wonderful accompliſhment of theſe predictions,

that hath eſtabliſhed the truth and verity of thoſe

books ; and cauſed them to be handed down to

us for ſo many centuries, with reſpect and vene

ration
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ration ; and which they ever will retain , in defi

ance of the utmoſt malice of Deifts and Infidels,

till time ſhall be no more .

Yours . &c.

D. LEVI,



def.

dels,
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