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Tie Emancipation of the Jews is but a natural step in the pro-
aress of civilization.  Laws and institutions are positive things:
;piniunx and sentiments are variable ; and it is in conforming the
stubbornness and perversity of' the former to the freedom and
boldness of the latter, that the harmony and beauty of the social
order consist.  But it is said, ““ The Jews at present have few
crievances to complain of 3 they are well off, and should be thankful
for the indulgence they receive.” It is true, we no longer burn
them at a stake, or plunder them of their goods why then con-
tinue to insult and fix an idle stigma on them? At Rome, a few
vears ago, they made the Jews run races (naked) in the Corso on
Good Friday. At present, they only oblize them to provide asses
to run races on the same day for the amusement of the populace,
and to keep up the spirit of the good old custom, though by altering
it they confess that the custom was wrong, and that they are
ashamed of it. They also shut up the Jews in a particular quarter
of the city (called 1l Ghetto Judaico) and at the same time will not

suffer the English as herctics to be buried within the walls of

Rome.  An Englishman smiles or is scandalized at both these
instances of bizotry; but if he is asked, “ Why then do you not
yourselves emancipate the Catholics and the Jews?” he may an-
swer, * We dare emancipated the one.”

And why not the other ?
“Because we are intolerant.”

This, and this alone, is the reason.

We throw in the teeth of the Jews, that they are prone to cer-
tain sordid vices.  If they are vicious, it is we who have made them
s0. - Shut out any class of people from the path to fair fume, and
vou reduce them to grovel in the pursuit of riches and the means
tolive. A man has long heen in dread of insult for no just canse,
and you complain that he arows reserved and suspicions.  You
treat him with obloquy and contempt, and wonder that he does not
walk by you with an erect and open brow.

We also object to their trades and modes of life; that is, we
shut people up m close confinement, and complain that they do not
live in the open aiv. The Jews barter and scll commodities, instead
of raising or manutacturing them.  Buat this is the necessary tra-
ditional consequence of their former persecution and pillage by all
nations,  They could not set up a trade when they were hunted
every moment from place to place, and while they could count
nothing their own but what they could carry with them. They
could not devote themselves to the pursiit of ;

rriculture, when
they were not allowed te possess a foot of land.

You tear people
up by the roots, and trample on them like noxious weeds, and then
wiake an outery that they do not take root in the soil like whole-
some plants. You drive them like a pest from city to city, from king-
dom to Kingdomy, and then call them vazabonds and aliens,
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of constable, juryman, or knight of the shire, as expressly contrary
to the great principle of their religion, which inculcates an entire
contempt for the things of this life, and a constant preparation for a
better.  Would not this be considered as an irony, and not a very
civil one * Yet it is the precise counterpart of this argument.  The
restoration of the Jews to their own country, however firmly
believed inas an article of faith, has been delayed eighteen hundred
years, and may be delayed cighteen hundred more. Are they to
remain indifferent to the good or evil, to the respectability or odium
that may attach to them all this while ¥ The world in general do
not look so far; and the Jews have not been accused, more than
others, of sacrificing the practical to the speculative.  But accord-
ing to this ohjection, there can be no amalzamation of interests
with a people of such fantastic principles, and abstracted ties; they
cannot care how soon a country goes to ruin, which they are always
on the point of quitting.  Suppose a Jew to have amassed a large
tortune in the last war, and to have laid by money in the funds, and
built himsclt” a handsome house in the neighbourhood of the metro-
polis; would he be more likely by his vote in the House of Com-
mons to promote a revolution, so as to cause a general bankruptey;
or to encourage the mob to pull down his house, or root up his
favourite walks, because after all, at the end of several centuries,
he and the rest of lns nation indulze in the prospect of returning to
their own country - The most clear-sighted John Bull patriotism
hardly reaches beyond ourselves and our heirs.

As to the assertion that Christianity is part of the law of the
land, as Popery is a part of the law of the land at Rome, and a
vood reason for hunting Jews and refusing Christian burial to
Not by our Divines, They
do not distrast the power of our rcligion; and they will tell you,
that ift Christianity, as sanctioning these cruelties or any miserable
remnant of them, is part of the law of the land, then the law of
the land is no part of Christianity.

Protestants, by whom is it made *

They do not forget the original
character of the Jewish people, and will not say anything against it.
We and modern Europe derived from them the whole germ of
our civilization, our ideas on the unity of the Deity, on marriage,
on morals,

“ And pure religion breathing houschold Laws,”

The great founder of the Christian religion was himself born
among that people, and if the Jewish nation are still to be branded
with his death, it might be asked, on what principle of justice ought
we to punish men for crimes committed by their co-religionists near
two thousand years ago - That the Jews, as a people, persist in
their blindness and obstinacy, is to be lamented ; but it is at least,

under the circnmstances, a proof of their sincerity; and as adhe-
rents to a losing cause, they are entitied to respect and not con-
tempt. Isit the language of Lawyersz - They are too intelligent,
and, in the present times, not favourers of hypocrisy.  They know
that this law is not on our statute book, and if it were, that it would
be law as long as it remained there and no longer : they know that
the suppositiou originated in the unadvised dictum of a Judee, and,
if it had been uttered by a Puritan Divine, it would have been

quoted at this day as a specimen of puritanical nonsense and bigo-
try.  Religion cannot take on itsclf the character of law, without
ceasing to be religion; nor can law recognize the obligations of
religion for its principles, nor become the pretended guardian and
protector of the faith, without degenerating into inguisitorial
tyranny.

The proposal to admit Jews to a seat in Parliament in this
country is treated as an irony or a burlesque on the Catholic ques-
tion, At the same time, it is said to be very proper and rational in
France and America, Denmark and the Netherlands ; because there,
though they are nominallly admitted, court influence excludes them
in the one, and popular opinion in the other, so that the law is of
no avail; that is, in other words, in England as there is neither
court-influcnce nor popular prejudice, and as everything in this
country is done by money alone, the Stock Exchange would soon
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buy up the House of Commons; and if a sincle Jew were ad-
mitted, the whole would shortly be a perfect Sanhedrim,  This
is a pleasant account of the spirit of English patriotisin, and
the texture of the House of Commons.  All the wealth of the
Jews cannot buy them a single seat there; but if a certain
formal restriction were taken off, Jewish cold would buy up
the fee simple of the consciences, prejudices and interests of the
country, and turn the Kingdom topsy-turey.  Thus the bedrid
imagination of prejudice sees some dreadtul catastrophe in every
improvement, and no longer tecling the eround of custom under |
its feet, fanc

s itsell on an abyss of rain and lawless change.
How traly has it been said of prejudice, * that it has the singular
ability of accommodating itself to all the possible varieties of the
human mind.  Some passions and vices are but thinly scattered
among mankind, and find only here and there a fitness of reception.
But prejudice, like the spider, makes evervwhere its home, Tt has
neither taste nor choice of place, and all that it requires is room.
There is scarcely a situation, except fire and water, in which a
spider will not live.  So let the mind be as naked as the walls of
an empty and forsaken tenement, cloomy as a dungeon, or orna-
mented with the richest abilitics of thinking; let it be hot, cold,
dark or lizht, lonely or inhubited, still prejudice, it undisturbed, will

fill it with cobwebs, and live like the spider, where there seems
nothing to live on. I the one prepares her food by poisoning it to

her palate and her use, the other does the same; and as several of

our passions are strongly characterised by the animal world, preju- |
dice may be denominated the spider of the mind.” |
Three hundred years azo all this was natural and in order, be- |
cause it accorded with the prejudices of the time s now it is absurd |
and Gothic, because it is contrary to men’s reason and teelings.
Hatred is the food and wrowth of ignorance.  While we know
nothing but ourselves and our own notions, we can conecive of |
nothine else as possible; and every deviation from our practice or
opinions gives a shock to our faith that nothing can expiate but
blows. Those who differ from us in the smallest particular are
considered as of a different species, and we treat them accordingly.
But this barrier of prejudice, which is founded on icnorance, 1s
thrown down by the diffusion of light and knowledee ; nor can any
thing build it up again.  In the good old times, a Jew was recarded
by the vulzar and their betters as a sort of monster, a lusns nature,
whose existence they could not account for, and would not tole-

rate. . The only way to get rid of the obnoxious opinion was to
destroy the man.  Besides, in those dark azes, they wanted some

object of watural antipathy, as in country places they vet a

range
doz or an ideot to hunt down and be the bughear of the villace,
But it is the test of reason and refinement to be able to subs
without bugbears,

Ist
While itwas supposed that « the Jews cat little
children,” it was proper to take precautions against them. But
why keep up il names and the il odour of a prejudice, when the
prejudice has ceased to exist ? [t has long ceased amonest the
reflecting part of the community ; and, althouch the oldest prejus

dices are, it is to be lamented, preserved longest in the

chest
places, and governments to have been slow to learn good manners,
we cannot but be conscious that these days are passing awayv,  We
begin to see, it we do not fully see, that we have no superiority to
boast of but reason and philosophy, and that it is well to vet rid of
vulgar prejudices and nominal distinetions as fast s possible,

LAFAYETTE,
(A Letter to Tue. Tavvew, from a Fricwl.)

We have great pleasure in being able to iay before the

reader

instance of the extreme attention and courtesy, with which 1l
areat

this
man * delighteth to honour ™ those who are worthy of his

—As perhaps you may be pleased to hear of the
highly courteous reception which I met with from that truly e
man, Lafiyette, on my late visit to Paris, the following are the
details ~— :

of!

Aunimated with the enthusinsm which s I every
truth and liberty on hearing the glorious eveut which
Paris last Jualy
t'n nights t
rally anxio

lover
weearred in
to be deprived of wv rishe <o |
ther, until 1 was satisfic

so much so, as

S ) T was ua

s to revisit the creat tio

taken place. 1 longed to see them wll o0 om: 1| "

my respects to that consistent man, who Lo o arally |
himselt” once more at the e oand 1l T T

very health good, physi v s wel otherwise, to t

air of Liberty which wos now brig
out any of its tormer clonds. Havine been prowi
to the General by a friend, 1left London
on my arrival, my fricnd, a

rall eyes

tor

Member of the Institute, wro el

lie was to pass

to Lafuyette on my behalf, requesting an interview.
day an answer was returned, and in compliment w
Eunglish,

The followine
as written iﬁ
It was headed, “ Gardes Nationales du Royaume,”
“Paris, le 5me Novembre, 1830.

*“ Ihave the honour to present my compliments to — and
will be very happy to receive him on Monday morning between nine
and eleven, and at our soirées of every Tucsday.

“Laraverg?
commended, T of
on, such as would

As a perfect stranger to him, though highly re
course could expect no more than o cordial recepti
be given to every individual.  But book had been put into his
hands, written by me thirteen years ago on Italy, in which the prine
ciples of the French revolution were developed, and contaming
proguostications of the event.  IHere then, by sentiment and Ih«linz
long ago expressed, I happened to have secured myselt” the lucky
chance of being brought into closer contact with this no
thropist, than I could otherwise have hoped for;
account for the grace and courtesy of my reception.

On Monday morning I attended at his hotel, and was shown into
an anti-room, where 1 tound assembled a number of per
of whom were foreigners, dressed in splendid uniforms,
of" the National Guards and other official persons, and friends,
waiting to be introduced in succession,  Our cards were taken by
the  Chamberlain and kept i the order given, 1 had been
conversing about half an hour with the Brazilian Consul, during
which time & number of gentlemen had been introduced, and after
their audience had retired ; but although the door opened so often,
Lafayette was never scen. About this time his oi lc-\lr-mmp canme
out of the audience-chamber, and looking over the ds in the
Chamberlain’s hand, scleeted one from underneath, and placed it on
the top, as the next to be presented.  This, 1 could very well per-
ceive, was mine; and accordingly my name was the nest announced,
Onmy eatrance, Isaw betore me a comely-looking man
about sixty years of age, and with a countenanc
and benignity,  He instantly

ble philan.
and this will

SO1S, many
with officers

» ipparently
tull of mildness
advanced, and taking my hand in both
his, expressed, in fluent English, and in the most aratitving terms,
lis pleasure at secing me, Being no great proficient in the French
language, and at all eveuts unable to express myselt it with that
warmith of fecling which wy heart was yearning to shew him, T was
delighted at his civing me this opportunity of veating wyself in
“ houschold words™,

Lu the course of our conversation, I told him that the object of
my visiting France was principally to sce him, and aenerally to
contemplate the eticets of the late glorious event 3 and that 1 was on
the pomt of immediate departure tor London, e very cordially
pressed me to stay, saying how happy he should be to introduce me
to his family, who, he politely added, would be delishtod to see me.
He vequested me, at all events, to remain while the others were ine
troduced 3 but, with many thanks, I declined, considering it contrary
toetiquette. - Ony bidding hin tarewell, still Keepiing hold of my
Liand, he accompanied me to the dooe, which being o ened, we
cutered hand in hand into the anti-room; and  befors all the
company assembled there, he asain expressed his regret that
I was repeating  his  wish to introduce me
to his funily, and concluding with an invitation to visit him again,
when ©retirued to Paris. The circumstance of bis accompanying
e to the anti-room 1 consider an sdditional courtesy, inasmuch as
I had not seen him do so to any other person, who happened to be
introduced while 1 was there,

I teel at this moment the thrill that van throuch e from the
warm pressure of his hand 3 and this interview will cver be one of
the most exalting of my recollections,

Lolnr so - soon,

L
INTERVIEW BETWEUN THE PRINCE
VOLTAIRE.

DE LIGNE AND

(From the Jowrnal of u Nobleman, just published.)

Tur best thing 1 could do at Monsicur de Voltaire's was to make
vo display ot wit. - [ spoke merely to make him speak, T remained
cicht days in his house, and 1 wish I had re

tained in my memory all
the sublime, simple,

cay, and amiable things which incessantly
tiowed from his lips @ bat, in teath, it was impossible. T langhed or
admived, and 1 was ina stat+ of constant enchantment.  Fven his
taults, his ervors, his prejudices, his want of taste for the fine arts,
his eaprices, his pretensions, all was chavining, new, piquant, and
untoreseen.  He so wished to pass for a protound statesmin, or for
a man of decp learning, that he cared little whether he wonld be
tiresome as such, At that time he was partial to the English con-
stitution. I remember sayving to hini, “ M. de Voltaire, you may

{ as well say that its support is the ocean, without which it could not

117 he exclaimed ; * vou have
1 induees a cood deal of reflection.”
was announced. * Quick, quick,” he s

lst "= The oe

wl

started a thonght
A visitor from Geneva
s i Tronedin 3 that is,
as being indisposed, and the Genevan went away
“ What do you think of Geneva ™ he s

. 4
without seet

th

we one day. Thuew that at that moment he detested that .
I answered that it was a horrid place; thouzh I thoushe ditierently.
sther tune hie suid, © As vou were i

£ at Venice, dil you see
th the pr

t wurator Pococurante #'—s ..\'n," I answered, 1o
ot remenmber hin™—* What ! have you not vead Candide 2 lie
excliimed ina passion; for there was a time when he had a

tal iality for some one of his works, “1 b u pardon,

special par






